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tN oflëriog to the Pufclic the Trandation 
of a Wbrk written on the Model of 1%e Spec- 
tator, it hr with no common feelings of grati- 
fication^ that I avail myself of your kind 
permission to eifrich this Production wMh 
another feature çf resemblance to its great 
Original. |Vf :.' *. L / \ : ,' '*. f ;; • / 

To the mol^€*étdigh£4nedr âtoblsWcte, the 
most elegant and 4^i^é^i^ed jSeholars, the 
most brilliant Wife^ 'anfl4($tiii^shed Ora- 
tors of that day^ wece;.4ie yolpmjsij^ of Addi- 
son severally iikacn^^^'^t ^ Ity a rare 
felicity that the Parii Speetakr may be. de- 
dicated to one who unites in himself all the 
high Chayacteristiû» which belong (b those 
Individuals; and that all that was admited 
in tbe^Somer8% Boyle's, HalifaiL's, Bundcc- 
land's, and Wharton's of a former era, may 
receive a new trifaiHie in the person of the 
Right Honourable George Qanning/ 



ir 



Scarcely daring to hope that the Hermit 
of the CbmSêéfiri'JMh in bi9 English garb 
may be sanctioned by your approbation» I 
beg to pr)e90nt thjfi ^TrfnsUtlw U jm^s as a 
testimony oÇ the high Respect and Esteem» 
Mrith which» 

I have the honour to be» 
Sii^ 
Your most obliged» 

And obedient Seryjpt» 



WM.JÇEOAisr. 



Ljjjtlç Chdsea, Jume, ]181^. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Essays upon the Manners a&d Cos- 
toms of Vkris at tbe comtnencement of the « 
Nineteenth' Century, nndep the signature of 
< UHerihi$t de la dUEttssee-^Antifh^ appear- 
ed originally in the OaxeiU de France Daily 
Newspaper : they were Inserted almost re- 
galarly once a week, and very soon exciteA 
the attention, and obtained the applause of 
the Public. The^Mccesii l^deefl.iK^ ^iNsaler 
than that of any 'siiniii^ l&ttethpt iVr Finance. 
The Cktfés were cr6^dô<fesrtt the^niei{7iings of 
their periodical retilrnv a^cHhelibctthrations 
of the Hermit apneraHyJormed t)ie i:onver- 
sation of the day«a9ïon^- all^]9l|l&i of the * 
Parisians. 

»• • 

Encouraged by this marked approbation, 
M« Jony, the Author of these Papers» col- 
lected 4hem.kito Volumes, and^ib t|iat fom\ 
they were reeeiv^d with the samMinanimous 
favour which they wperienced on their fir^t 
appearance^ Ja this way fivo^volumes'were 
A 2 



puUithed u saccession ; the last of thtm, 
long Btbst the Trandation now offered to 
the En^ish Reader, was undertakeii. 

It seemed iiMPOfsiU^ th^t aoF picture of 
SQch manners should be other than cariova» 
and acceptable to this Gountiy, after the 
fitfttl intercourse and long exclosion wbidi 
cireiiii^topçes hud creaMf <or a qoarter et 
^Cpstwpy, betwimi twQ inAeresting Natiow» 
oidy di^iiM by n naiww pbtumel ; and the^ac«- 
curatofftd iebatwfeerblîc Caches of M* Jony» 
af pc4n*ed to the TfWB^or to have a^far i»- 
creas0d the natnral attraction of the sn^ojBt» 
aa to leave little doubt of its euaceptibitity to 

* be tranaferred with advantage into oor Lan^ 
gaa«e.:9«i|lrjll!îb «in^/aBétà^tiotipf tha^s- 
8»y« Mfif tlliÔjAi naot^;»* îa«*tîviieh those mast 
d$ac»ptir^a^ th^^Ëtef^ftWf ^. of Paria arte 
x«tawt«d^4^4hQH9t%i^ whiph are foanihA 
on Mecdoibiaju^^f .WQEgl fcfiftwn in the Bri- 
tish Essagiiili^W >a<^^ 

^ French hâbitf jmaVmnners aa to be destitute 
of thut charm which might have iiecom^teiid^ 
ed fbom to pvidic attentifftt* ^ . 

A Tra«slatioa from the Frendi is so macli 
within a schoolboy's endowments, that any 
apido^ lor its immrfcfDtton^iiat^ look like 
an ackaowledgmeat of being, ^abaps more^ 



iiMmMiittaiit to the tsA» Mtaii one i»lio ven* 
taris to lay his Prad«ctioii before llie world, 
would wMh is have helieved. Some ifidul- 
gence is however clBimed for these Volumes. 
The ^it of oar neighboiiiB oftea depends so 
aiiireljr on tbe4am ei a phrase, Uiat it is 
a«l easj to adlmfe to tiie sense of the passage 
JUiththatfidelitjr, which isthesoalof Trus- 
latien, and at the same time traastam tts 
qpirit into another tongue. The diikulty 
liss between an imitatton and a close ren- 
dering of the text, and sometimes in %foiding 
tèe ScjMa and Charybdis of too much firae- 
dom on the one band, and too servile an 
adherence on the other, the vessçl is foun- 
dered in the middle current. But the.greater 
obstade which presented its^ to a faithful 
and spirited Translation of this Work, arose 
loom the perpetual recsnrrence^f.locâi allo- 
aions, of words and sentences .tne cant of 
higfi or low l^e, and of newly coined terms, . 
vhidhevm along residence in Paris, and' 
an intimate acquaintance with its fashions^ 
aftd .follies, couhi n«t- render dtogelher in- 
telligible. If error has crept into any of 
these passages, the rod of criticism will, it 
is.hoped^ be administered witliout severity. 

It is ujmeQBSsary to prolong these intra- 
^ éuctory Itemiurks» which, as'is usrual in such ^ 



Tiii 

cases, are penned at a period wl^a the 
Work they precede is finished» and it is too 
late to mend any thing. With whatever 
ffiults may be upon his liead» a hope is en- 
tertained that Àe Hermit may meet with 
$pme of the same Icindness in England» 
which was so liberally bestowed upon hi/a 
in his native land. 
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PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR. 

Multa ferunt annl venientes commoda secini. 
U y a des avantages qui sont le fruit des années* 

• HoA. Abt. Pobt. 

Açe brings with it some advantagon. ^ 

To the Editors of the Gazette de ^France. 

GSNTIlEMBNy 

When you knoMIrine better, you will^not be 
surprised at my being acquainted with tliie ob- 
ject whkh, at this mofnent occupies your minds. 
You ha.ve formed the project of laying before 
your readers a h^domadaty bulletin of the 
state of Pads ; you do not yet know to whom 
you can intrust the task i without further pre- 
amble I offer you my services. A few words 
respecting my person, history, aud cliaracter^ 



12 PORTRAIT OF THB AUTBOR: 

will, I believe, convince you Ûiztj Icavio^ ta- 
lent out of the question^ I posseas at leant in- 
stinct for the business \ am desirous ot imder- 
taking. 

Before tellii^ you my age, agaiQSt which 
you might muster some objections, I ought to 
inform you that, there is not a young mfok in 
all Paris (not excepting the junior clerk of an 
attorney in full practice) who travels over so 
much ground in this capital, in a week as I do 
every day. After this averment I need not be 
afraid to let you into the secret, that I was bom 
on the 21st July 1741. There are clever per- 
sons who may conclude from this fact tHïit I 
am seventy : 'tis possible ; — ^years are the fa- 
vour$ of time, and I keep no reckoping with 
my friends ! An insatiable curiosity was the 
earliest of my apparent predilections. Thusj 
at the age of thirteen, I set out to run over the 
whole world. X made the voyage with our ce- 
lebrated nai^ator, Bougainville; I traversed 
the three tontinents $ visited almost every na- 
tion on the globes and thirty years elapsed be- 
fore I came back to France. Surfeited with 
travelUnp; like Scarmantsido, I took, as he 
did, a wife, on my return. I am not sure of 
having experienced the same &te ; neither, did 
I discover that marriage vfOê thé sweefest con- 
dition of life. To, tell the whole truth, vày 
house was a bell : I was miserable \ I gave vent 
to my hile, in ^ tale, in which I drew the picture 
of a wife, vain, meddling, shrewish» Mine re- 
. cognised the likeness, and, on this grouttd, sued 
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me^for a separation. I had the happiness to 
lose my suit. Behold me again free. I thought 
of nothing but the means of arranging ray mode 
of life, so as to combine this blessing of inde- 
pendence with that instinct of curiosity which 
forms the basis of my character, and to which 
I could no where resign myself more entirely 
and more agreeably than in Paris :— -thence I 
determined never more to wander. I hired a 
neat little house outside of the barriers, on the 
way to Clichi, and close to the high road which 
the Duke d'Antin had caused to be made.— • 
('TU from that circumstance, by the bye, that 
niy nickname of the Hermit qf the Chaussée 
d* An tin is derived ; it wsys presently conferred 
upon me with some reason, and. custom has 
confirmed the title.) I imagine I must have 
lived more than two centuries when I reflect 
upon the changes that have taken place around 
me during the forty years I have been a tenant, 
not indeed of the same lodging, liut upon the 
same spot. I can literally say that Paris haâ 
come to se<rie me. The meadow on which I 
dwelt is covered with edifices in the shape of a 
street; my little house, which I rented at a 
hundred crowns a-year, is transformed into a 
magnificent hotel, where the proprietor has 
handsomely retained for me a habitation in the 
garret ; I pay indeed four aimes as much as I 
did for the- whole house which I before occu- 
pied ; but a man likes to remaia on the spot 
where he Ifes beeni tolerably happy Tor nearly 
half a century. 

Voi^I. B 
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That you, Gentlemen, may know a little 
better who I am, it behoves me to tell you what 
I have done » nothing, absolutely nothing^ ; I go, 
I come^ I look, I listen, and I note dowi^ In 
the evening, all that I have seen, and heard 
during^ the day. From these noies, I will 
briefly make you acquainted with the manner 
in which I employ myself. 

I rise at five o'clock in the morning in sum- 
mer, and at seven in winxcr. As nobody is 
stirring in Paris at such hours, except in the 
Balle and other marketo, I direct my step%, in 
the first instance, to these places. The Jiiabit 
of seeing me «o often renders the market- 
folks careless of my observation : I learn all 
the mysteries of trade ; liow baskets are com- 
fioaed with a little fine fruit at top: how 
withered vegetables ape coaxed to look fresh ; 
by what address flowers are grafted on shrubs 
which have (ost every blossom they possessed. 
I see the maîtrcB-d' hotel and the cooks of great 
houses arrive, and I know better than their 
masters what price they pay for.* the articles 
they carry home. 

From the markets I generally take a walk 
upon the Quay, and ascertain the number and 
the nature of the arrivals there ; thence I pro- 
ceed to the Palais-Royal, where I breakfast, at 
, the Café'' de Foi, the Café de Chartres, or the 
Café Valois alternately, as I feel, inclined to 
hear arguments upon politics, finance, or com- 
merce. About noon, I betake myself to the 
Rf^ading room of M. dp La&ge, in the Rue de 
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Grammont, where I skim over the public pa« 
pcfs. 

Well or ill-informed on the events passing 
in Europe, I leave the news-room to pay my 
customary visit to an old friend in the Fanx- 
l)ourg Sa'mt-Germain, Madame de L • • • * *, 
with whom I seldom fail to enjoy, before din- 
ner, a ride in a carriage to the Bois de Bo- 
]ogt>e. Madame de L * • * • ♦, who has spent 
her life at coutt, and has no other fault but that 
of fii*mly believing that it is impossible to live 
elsewhere, relates to me a multitude of amus- 
ing anecdotes concerning the most celebrated 
peMons of the present epoch, antf of past times ; 
I collect an Ana not at all inferior to those of 
M. Cousin d'Avalon. Returning from this ex- 
cursioh, I visit the Cafe Tortoni, where I have 
got into the habit of taking an ice before din- 
ner, v/ith an ancient and very learned Italian 
Doctor, who never mentions Rome without 
doffing his hat. 

The physical and moral regime, which I have 
prescribed for myself, joined to my unalterable 
custom ongoing every evening to the theatre, 
induces me to refuse all invitations to dinner^ 
"which, after all, are not half so pleasing as the 
suppers of former days. I pass all the Res- 
taurateurs in successive review, and without 
attaching to the gastronomic sciencis so much 
importance as Mr. G . / . . de la R . . . ., I' 
am competent tP reason, in a satisfactory way, 
upon the discoveries which have been made 
therein since the period when I used to dine 



Î6 FORTKAIT OF THE AUTHOR. 

at three livres a head at the Hotel d'Angleterre, 
upon every thing» which was then the very best 
in Paris. As I am, for causes which I shall 
unfold to you at a proper opportunity, admitted 
.free to all the theatres, it is not an uncommoa 
thing to see me, on the same evening, at the 
Opera,* the theatre Feydeau, and the Comédie 
Française. This, I assure you, is the only trait 

in which I i^esemble M. de R t am 

acquainted not only with the parentage, but 
with the offspring of all the performers pf the 
chief theatres ; I have been present at all the 
débuts of actpj's and actresses, and witness^bd 
every success and every fhilure since the fear 
1764». You ^ill observe, therefore that I am 
perfectly able to furnish you with anecdotes 
and news from the green room. 

As for fashions, which necessarily form part 
of a publication of the nature you announce, it 
is probable you may imagine that I am a stran- 
ger to matter» of that sort; but you will be of 
a very different opinion when you learn that I 
have in my possession a complete collection of 
French coutumes^ from the coat of the Sicam* 
bri, our aneestors, to the dt>cked frock of the 
young gentlemen of the present day: that I 
have preserved specimens of all the coats, all 
the hats, and all the perriwigs, which I have 
myself worn during^ the last fifty years; and 
that the whole, properly labelled, are arranged 



* Oar author forgets here the length of his travels. 
Translator, . . 
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according to chronological order in a tnuseum 
ol a kind altogeth'er novel and unprecedented. 

After this exposition, it is for you. Gentle- 
men, to dertermine whether or not I am a per- 
son conpetent to perform the task which I am 
desirous of undertaking. " 

I have the honour to be, 
&c. 8cc. 



No. n.-'^ug. SUUMll. 



THE GODFATHER. 

Stultum me fateog^ 

Hob. Sat. hi. Lit. 11. 

J'avoue ma folie. 
I confess my fuUy. 

Reading some months ago the little Poem 
of the magnificent Godfather* (which I depo- 
sited, according to a new* arrangement of my 
books, upon a partfcular shelf in my library be- 
side 0ftaian*8 Poems and CtoHldcj &c.) I little 
expected that I should myself very soon expe- 

* Parrain Magnifique. 
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rience ihc miseries of the Cgnon, at which I 
laughed so heartily. So true it is 

Qu'il ne se f^ut jamais moquer des misérables. 

That we ought never to make game of the unfor- 
tunate. 

I consider myself bound to lay before the' 
public an account of my disaster ; it is a beacon^ 
for the benefit of others, which I erect upon 
the rock against which I was dashed— About 
eleven o'clock last Wednesday night, I had 
established tny^ quarters in an excellent elbow 
chair, constructed after the model of that of bur 
brave and worfhy Abbe M and was> ac- 
cording to my custom before going to bed, 
glancing over one of those pamphlets of the day 
which are read with as little trouble as they are 
written, when my servant announced M, le 

Comte de V tfte principal occupant ot 

the Hotel which I inhabit. I shall narrate our 
conversation as the best method of making you 
acquainted with the motive for his visit : " A thou- 
sand pardons, neighbour, for disturbing yo*l at 
this hour; but circumstances will sometimes 
excuse an indiscretion." " Fortunately your 
tone Fe-assiires tne ; but for that, Count, I should 
have feared that some calsimity had befallen 
you." " Quite the contrary ; my wife is brought 
to bed.'/ «Of a boy?" «You have hit it i" 
« Not but tliat I had my suspicions from the 
air of importance of all the females of the 
hotel whom I encountered in going out this 



I 
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mor^^inç^." « Tlmt remark is fine.*' « I would 
not lay a wager that Sterne had not made it be- 
fore me ; but be that as it may, I congratulate 
you on the happy event which you have your- 
self had the politeness to anounce." « That is 
not however the object df my visit ; my motive 
is : — my wife is, like others, infected with her 
little superstitions ; and the work of M. Sal- 
gueS)* which I have taken care she should 
read, has not eradicated her faith in omens. Some 
days previous to Rer accouchement she paid 
a visit to Mile. Le^ormand, and the Conjurer 
of the Rue de Tournon predicted that ehe would 
ha-ve a boy whose destiny^ in ail pointé^ should re-» 
semble that qf the godfather whom she chose /or 
him. You ought also to be told that my wife^ 
to whom our common friend Madame de L. . . .. 
has communicated your history to the most mi- • 
nute details, considers you to be the prototype 
of human felicity, and consequently is anxious 
to ensure the hc^piness of her son by entreating 
)QU, through me, to become his godfather." 

This proposal struck» me as a little, too fan- 
tastical ; I eluded it as long as possible, but at 
last consented, from the jidea that. there was' 
something to be respected even in the weakness 
of a mother, and that after all, there was» no- 
thing more require of mé than a simple act of 
complaisance. 

The christening was settled for the follow- 
ing day. I had not held up an infant since the 

* Des préjag'és répandus dans U Société, Scç. 
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year 177 $y and the fashion might be altered. ^ I 

run to Mme. de L for a lesion to qUUlify 

me for my new office. More careful of my re- 
putation than of my purse, she gave me.instruc- 
tions of the consequences of which I was igno- 
rant) and addresses of merchants of whose prices 
I knew nothing. I consequently proceed to 
Tessier the Perftimer at the Golden Clocks (I 
was wont to employ Fargeon) ; I shew Mme. 

de L 's note, and they hand me a bap- 

tisinalgift-basketi exquisitely tasteful it is true ; 
«*-but eighty francs ! I would have exclaimed 
against the price had I not tfbeo prevented by- 
being told that they never chaffer nor abate any- 
thing at the Golden Clock. The young lady of 
the counter, with such as whom it is very em- 
bart^ssing to have any discussion about monej 
matters, arranged in the basket, with a grace 
" altogether peculiar — 

Six dozen pairs off/krvea^ superfine and assoie- 
ed ; twofansy the one embroidered in steel, the 
other in blonde scale work, and enriched with a 
spyglass; 

A bouquet of artificial flowers which would 
have puzzled tho eye of a botanist ; 

Some ridictUesj ttdbjlaaka qf essence ofRose^ 
a stand o( fiastiles qf the Seraglio ; df all which 
articles she presented me with a bill, on a pretty 
vignettC) amounting to 420* francs. I thought 
the sum enormous; I was tempted to relinquish 
the cursed basket ; but the false shame of a 
school-boy restrained me : I took, one by one, 
twenty-one Napoleons from my purse ; I tpld 
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thetn down ^th equal accuraef upon the ma- 
bogaiiy counter, and I rushed out of the elegant 
yrarehouse firmlf resolved never in my life to 
enter it again. My bargain was made ; I de- 
sired at least to reap the praise which my libe- ■ 
rality merited. I returned to Madame de 

L to shew her my purchase. « It is very . 

well i** said she, «< the basket is neat, and not 
extravagant. The godmother will be content* 
with it. 

*« There are yet however a few other trifles 
which you want, açd whic|i I have selected for^ 
you myself: 

** For the lady in the straw, a night-lamp plat- 
ed with gold at 0(/zo/'9,and a porcelaine cup at 
Dagoty*s : I have paid for these two articles 
twenty louis ; but they are the least you could 
present to a lady who is worth fifty thousand 
livres a year. 

** For the attendant, a cap trimmed with 
Valenciennes lace, five louis : — that goes for 
nothing. 

** For the nurçe, this merino shawl ; this is 
all that is indispensably requisite. 

<< I was tempted, as I went along, to purchase 
at DubiePs 9 coral for the baby 5 but this would 
be an expense of eight or ten louis ; and in your 
case you need not go beyond what is strictly 
necessary " 

I ceuld resist this no longer ; but at the last 
tiroke exclaimed, « How, Madam, is it necessa* 
ry that I should ruirt myself for the sake of hold- 
ing up the infant of a woman I scarcely know, and 
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who believes in the predictions of Mile. Le-Nor- 
mand I"— .«< You ought not to have acceipied 
the office then ; you have done Bo» and 'must 
now do your best to acquit yourself of it ho- 
nourably." 

To this argument I could offer no answers 
andT in order to punish myself for my folly, I 
resolved tq endure all the consequences :^ ia 
fine, accounts being cast up, and conforming 
myself to the usage on such occasions, after 
having made my offerings of the Resents par- 
Chased for them, to the godmother, to the lady 
in bed, to the attendant, and to the nurse ; after 
having given u wax taper to the curate, an ob- 
lation t« the vicar, drink-money to the beadle, to 
the porter, and to the bell«lnan : afl^r having be- 
stowed alms upon the poor of the parish ; ïtfter 
having settled Uie demand of Berthelemot 
(whose poetry, by way of pai^nthesis, has raised 
the price of knick-knacks fy)o much) I found that 
I had the honour to be godfatlji^r to the child of 
IVfadame the Countess of V. . . , . at the cost of 
2S75 francs, 30 ddntimes ; and that,asaeonipen- 
saf ion for my expenditure, I had a godson, who 
was not even named after me, (for excepting 
myself .... and Pascal, who would in this age 
consent to be called Blaise l^ but who could 
come purfctually enough to visit mè on my 
bifthday :* a young and handsome ^dmother 
to whom I could not help wishing that she 
«i)gbt want a similar office done for herself; 

• For the present annually giycn by godfathers, ac- 
cording to custooi» ia France. 
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and a pair of spectacles in gold, to which t was 
obliged to get new glasses. Thanks to these 
mutual gifts, I \ias allowed to stand godfather 
in the family of M. de V. ... . and was kept 
to dinner vdthaut ceremony, K\\ the concomi* 
tants of this phrase were fulfilled to a miracle : 
the arrival of the young heir had thrown the 
house into disorder ; the cookf the butler, and 
the principal footman, partaking in the general / 
joy, bad giv«ii themselves leave of absence for / 
the whole day. At eight o'clock a cold repasjl 
was served up ; the nev^come squalled in the 
adjoining apartment* aqd the accoucheur arriv- 
ed in the midst of tne comfortless meal ; my . ' 
hpst burnt wjth impatience to see his wife and 
child ; I perceived that my part in ,xhe perfor- 
mances approached its close ; and clear with 
my neighbours, with ray godchild, and with all 
the contributors towards Ij^s baptismal pomp, * • 
which I had, according to my custom, discharg- 
ed with ready money, I retired' to meditate upon 
the means of sigipliiyiog Christenings. 



24 



So. 111.— 21st Sept. 1811. 



THE LIFE OF THE MANOR-HOUSE. 

See w})at deligUts in Sylvan Sce^rs appear. 

Pope. 

Connaissez les plalsits de la vk Champêtre. 



BoiLEAU lias well sai<} : • 

* ^ 

Paris est pour un riche un pays de Cocagne, 

Sans sortir de la ville il trouve la campagne ; 

London is to tîie rich a land of joy. 
Eyen in the çiyr, ccfafntry pleasures cloy. 

Reduced within ' correct bouflds, this poetical 
exaggeratiotvmeans simply, that in Paris a per- 
son of great tortune may enclose between two 
streets and within /bur wallsy a certain number 
of stunteé trees, plats of tuif, and flower bor- 
ders, and make the whole look fresh and fair by 
means of a scanty rlU of water purchased atthe 
pumpfluiKt circulated in the meandriogsof a wheel 
rut cut io plaster : such is the country which 
is ioMiià^oithout Sfoing out of the cftij (%?iT\% sorii; 
dc la ville). As ioi thatuhich i« composed %i 
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vast plains, of meadows covered with flocks, 
of forests 'watered with delicious streams^ of 
moantains down whoâe" sides torrents are pour- 
ed, or, wherç a pure air is breathed, or, where 
nothing is seen but iHistic labours, and nothing 
felt but ^ural pleasures; as for that sort of 
country, I say, however powerful and however 
rich a man may bej he must bestir himself to 
travel beyond the city gates, and leave behind 
him the atm^psphere of the capital, . before he 
can taste its exquisite delights.-— I never enjoy- 
ed them with greater sç.st than in a little tour 
which I lately made to my farm (I remember 
the time when I used to call it my estate) ; and 
as wa never describe objects which -please us 
more happil/ than wiùle we are still under their 
influence, I séMcit the permission of my readets 
(before I again set about rambling over Paris 
with my memOrandum-boek in my hand), to 
cast a glance behind with me on the spot I hayç 
ju«t lefr, and permit me to avail myself of the 
last fine days of the season to «peak of th^ coftn"' 
try, and of all the enjoyments of which wisdom 
and wealVh may there discover^ tha abundant 
source. , ' « ■ 

Upon entering Bocage (the name of that part 
of ancient Normandy where my property is situ- 
ated), I was astonished foe the hundredth time 
in my life, that a country so delicious and only 
sixty leagues from the capital, should not be 
covered with mansions and villa*. The travel- 
ler Moore, in his lettera ou France? has just 

Voi.I. C 
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reasons for -charging the French with negli- 
gence and want of consideration in the selec- 
tion of places where they form establi^imems. 
The difficulty of comma nications which the 
rich proprietors allege as an apology is not a 
sufficient justifieatitD %ï this indifiçrence : a 
moiety of the sums which many of them ex- 
pend in the labour of lieclaiming barren soils, 
In creating fictitious hills and sireams, and io 
erecting absurd edifices, would be enough to 
open commodious roads throughout a country 
which seems to be ^designed to captivate and 
delight the eyes of every beholder. 

A thunderbolt had fallen upon the dwelling- 
house on' my farm, and my business was to ne- 
pair th& damage, -which I might, In all consci- 
ence, have laid to the charge of^he fcirmer, be- 
cause he had taken upon himself, contrary to 
r my positive orderf^ to remove the conductor 
«which I hai caused to be erected over the 
principal building ; it is true that he alleged««a 
' reason for so doing, '' that this was not the fashion 
of the country, and that his neighbours laughed 
at him when they saw this great iron spit on 
^the top of his habitation :" but I attached no 
value to such excuses, and would assui*ed)y 
have carried the question into a court of law 
had I been young enough to commence a suit 
ill' chancery*. 

ThQ more we reflect on the subject, and the 
more we observe, the more firmly will we be- 

* Literally " a proeess in JHortù^dyy 
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conte convinced of the erroneoilstiess of the 
greater number of oracular opinions pronounc- 
ed upon the character of whole nations bv some 
writers, and adopted without examination by 
others. Every Frenchman is considered to be 
one of a people the md^tifickle and inconstant 
in the world. And yet witk the least attention, 
the slightest inquiry into the character of our 
nation (except in the capital, where men s6 
readily depart from their natural habits), it will 
be evident, that stf far from being inclined to 
change, the French are the greatest slaves to 
old prejudices, and the most immoveably bigot- 
ted to the routine of ancient customs, of any 
people in Europe. Among the populatiqn of 
the country, and especially of the western pro- 
vinces, the truth of this remark is most incon- 
trov^rtibly apparent. The peasants of lower 
Normandy are at this how exactly what they i 
were in the time of William the" Conqueror; 
their dialect, horses, clothes, aord mode of liv- 
ing, are in almost every respect the same ; ci- 
vilisation has scarcely made any sensible pro- 
gress among them, and their manners are still 
as remarkable for purity as for rusticity. 

Too near a neighbour to the castle of F 
to be able to dispense with a visit of ^liteness, 
I was welcomed by the honourable possessor 
of that ancient mansion as an old friend of Ms 
father. He absolutely insisted upon ray taking 
up my abode at the manor-house ; and Madame 

de P enforced this proposal with the 

most obliging «Dlicitation. She contrived aa- 
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swers 10 all Ay objettions. « Well ! Madame," 
said ly laughing, <* I must make a confession to 
you, against which even your kindness can 
urge no sufficient reply ; Ï spent the early pnrt 
of my life at sea, where one contracts many 
bad habits, and the Ifttter part of it in that re« 
tirement where one doe» not learn to correct 
them : and though I must acknowledge it, I do 
so with all humility, / «noite.'*— -" So much 
the better," returned the lady, « we have here 
the room for smokers, and you shall be the 
^companion of my uncle, the Admiral, who 
smokes like Jean Bart^ and would not give 
himself much uneasiness were he to swear as 
much." There are arguments which possess 
til e authority of law; on the same evenhig I 
^as installed a resident of thrf manor-house. 
The life Which is spent there is most delight- 
* fui ; and as the happiness enjoyed in this family 
is less the roftuU of opultftice than of the uniqp 
of the most amiflfele of qualities, of talents, and 
of tastes, some sketches of thq picture may not 
be unacceptable. 

Were I writing a romance, with time and 
paper before me, I would at the ha:2ard of fd- 
tiguing my readers present tliem, in the new- 
est fashiotable style, with a description of one 
of those places the most beautiful, the most 
various, the most picturesque, which it is pos- 
sible to conceive ; -but both time and space press, 
a^d it shall suffice me to record, that the site of 

the chateau of P leaves nothing for the 

mpst fertile and jocund imagiiiatioh to desire. 
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It did not exMbit that ejttreme frptedom which 
it has so long been made the boast of the coun- 
try to offer, and of its admirers to find ; but it 
diji afford all that freedom which is tonsist- 
ent with attention to the habits and the plea- 
sures of otherà. The society was composed of 
twelve persons, of whom five belong^ed to the 

family of Mf. P ; arid among the visitors 

were fiye of the most distinguished artists ©f 
the capital. The gentlemen rose at an early 
hour, these to ]\unt or fish, those, pencil in 
hand, to study some effects of landscape, and 
we others, invalids, to'^aze once more upon 
the birth of Aurora.' At ten o'clock all assem- 
bled together to breakfast, at which period the 
ladies made their appearance ; some of them 
rose sooner, ^ut they generally descended to- 
gether. After breakfast every onç occupied 
and amused tbcipselves, according to their own 
taste, in a spacious saloon, from which the bil- 
liard table was only separated fey éh open colon- 
iia*dc. "Wtiile some exerciâëi themselves at 

this game, Madame de P î embroidered 

or wrought tapestry, the foung folks, round the 

piano-forte, listened to Mr..C — , who run 

over the divll»ions<of Dido or Anlilda, Made- 
moisçlle Pau Une de N ■ — drew a portrait 
in crayons, of her grand-uncle, tlie Admirai, 
who complained that they kept him too long in 
stays. ' " ' ' 

From one o'clock till five., every individwd 
was master of his o«vn time, without being ac» 
C 2 



oX> THE LIFE OF-I^HS MANOR-HOUSE. 

countable to the general society for the manner 
of its employment: it was this part of the day 
which Uie owners of the house dervoted to do- 
mestic duties, and to the interests of the inMk- 
Iritants pf the place, who still considered them- 
selves in the light of Iheir vassals. 

The' dinner bell recalled ever}^ one to the 
saloon. Madame de P did not appear 

loaded with that labour of the toilet abdut her 
whicb imposes a similar attention to tfie eti- 
quette of dress on others ; Ifut in this, as in 
every thing else, she %et the e;^aniple of sim- 
plicity full of taste, and'gr^oe, and elegance. It 
is common enough to find) even in the country, 
tables more splendid Uiatv that of M. de P ■■■ ; 
but there are very few in France where the 
repast is rendered so pleasing; because^t is 
very rare to meet every day in company with 
four charming women, without the aAigliteftt 
rivalry ; men^of wit without overbearing pre- 
tensions; eld nygp of unifoim good tempers, 
and young men of gaiety, at all times excessive, 
and yet confined within the mo^t becoming li- 
mits. After dinner the ambulatory parties were 
arranged ; some embarked in bc^ts ; the soli- 
tary pedestrian wandered upon the mountains, 
while tho&ct.Iess incliqed to exercise did libt go 
beyondlhe long alleys pf the park: hut the most 
numerous troc^ generally followed the lady*of 
•the mansion, certain that she would ever lead 
them where there were succours^ and consola- 
tions to he bestowed and blessings to be re- 
ceived. 
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The period of return is also that of the arri 
¥al of the post; the letters and the journals 
received, the^ews kamt and communicated , 
in ^ving a new impulse to conversation, decides 
the character which it shall retain for the re- 
mainder of the evening. The last day which I 
spent at P » the only subject discussed was 
the comet. The children's tutor, who is almost 
as great' in astronomy as M. Tripotin, be^;dn to 
fdghten^the ladies by demonstrating to them in 
a manner peculiarty his own, that our earth 
could not escfpe^eing some day or other pul- 
verised by the shocfe ^f one of these vagabond 
stars, when Madame de St. C interrupt- 

ed hijm to read to us the postscript of a Ittter re- 
ceived by her maid from her mother, and which 
was literally as follows : " Thy mistress and 
thee, you' have ill-chosen your time to go into 
thexauntry; they 9hew at Paris asupenb comet ; 
I have already been to see it three times from 
the Pontile» Arts ; «nd as it may be a thousand 
years, they tell me, before such another may be 
seen, I am very yrry that thou hast lost so fine 
an opportunity." ' . 

The >impli(^y of this good woman, who fa»* 
cied that the comet* was only visible at Paris, 
affordeé us so much food for laughter, that it 
was impossible for the Abhé to resume the dis- 
cusslbn ab the point of gravity 40 which hi* 
reasomng had mounted. 

It is usually; by a little concert, that the day 
thus usefully and jlgreeably^Assed is termina- 
ted. When th%eveuing is fine, the music is 

f - 
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performed in full accomp^nimettt ; arid perhaps 
one must have listened to 'the ravishing voice 
of Madame A. de St. C — -^ the harmonious 
base of M. de la Marre, under the alzure of a 
cloudless sky, in the calmness of night, and 
amid the repose of the woods, to be able to 
form an idea of all the power of an art which 
adds a new charm to the beautiej* of nature. 



DETACHED OBSERVATIONS. 



« How, is that you my dear? Already return- 
ed to Paris? — Don*t mention it^ (Ne m*èn par- 
lez pas-— a fashionable phrase).^ I am dead with 
impatience, with heat, with dust, and with en- 
^«ui; but you yourself, my darling, how comes 
it that you are not upon the banks of the 'Orne, 
in that bel resfdro^ where we spent so delicious 
ii*month last year? — What would yd^ have? 
Troublesome business, very important, truly.— 
I am in the same predicaqnAt,' signatures to 
give to a notary, a sick child.— No doubt, with- 
out reckoning that Alfred xouldihot endure the 
country.— Without reckoning that your hus- 
band ^dpes not go. — No matter, I shall t)nly at- 
tend one last representation of Aflhikia, aud fly 
back to the flilds — There is hothing^lse worth 
enjoying, my dewr, the meadows, the woods, 
the flowers! Alfred is going through a course 
of botany expresslV for me. This conversa- 
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tion, which chance led me to overhear, passed 
between two young ladies in the Champs-Ely- 
sées: unfortunately some one accosted them^ 
an<I their colloquy was interrupted; but the 
note was ^taken, which will serve as the text * 
for some observations I have' made on the pre- 
dilection of our belles for the country. ï)uring^ 
winter, and without losing any of the pleasures 
of this lyilliant season, they sigh for the return 
of spring, dream of nothing but walks by moon- 
light, breakfasts in dairies^ and rural dances 
under the branciies of the ancient oak : at last 
the month of May arrives ; bifit the fine weather 
is yet uncertain, the mornings are too cool (for 
pe]:^QiMi who never rise before noon), anil be- 
sides^ one would not like to miss the last con- 
certs "of the Con^ervatdtei .which, after all, 
are much finer than the earliest songs of the 
nighting^* It would be desirable to set ou^ 
upon the first of June, but the work people 
have notmyet put up the ne ^r billiard table, \%hicli 
is to be placed in the saloon, for the sake of 
conversation pai|ies. <A11 is ready by the 15th; 
the carts sçt out on the preceding evening la-^ 
den with triche tables, chess-boards, parcels 
of half doaen packs of cards, &c. ; the children's 
tutor lias laid in a plentiful magazine of ro- 
mances ; there is a complete collection of the^ ' 
proverbâ^df Carmontelle ; as far «s one can see, 
nothing is forgotten which can minister a relish 
to the enjoyment of the beauties of nature^ and 
the pleasures of the country. The departure is 
already a holiday.*— lu advance, the young gçn- 
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tlemen on horseback, or In light gigs, precede 
the briUiant calash in whkih all the;foung ladies 
are stowed; the grandfathers, the grandmo- 
thers, and the monkeys bring up the rear" in 
the ponderous Bcrliit. They arrive at,^he man- 
sion house; the first moinenta are delicious; 
they employ themselves in the arrangement of 
the apartments, an essential labour, and one 
which requires, in the mistress of a bouse, a 
nicety of tact, a feeling of propriety, an expe- 
rience of the world, which can only be learnt 
in Paris. After the second day^hey never think 
t)f any thing but of denising modes to forget 
the country^ and recal the amusements of the 
city. At eleven o'clock the bell rings to -break-» 
fast; but the ladies seldom appear: one has 
slept so ill thai she has gone to bed agairf after 
the bath ; another pouts ; this has a messenger 
to despatch, and that a romance to finish. The 
^ greater part of the time they have a better rea- 
son than any of these, but they do noli think it 
worth while to mention it; and besides. Is it 
not agreed that the fhost perfect liberty is 
^he privilege of the country ? It is so simple 
as to be generally .understood; and ^very 
one passes the morning as he lists. At five 
o'clock the first dinner peal warns the gentle- 
men that it is time to think of ét*essing (for 
nptwithstandiflg the liberty which is asjoyed in 
the country, unlucky is-he who, seduced by the 
fascinations of his walk, is so late as to arrive 
just a^ dinner is being placed on the table ! 
Politeness forbids him to present himself in 
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the jundress of the ti|orniDg; and he h obliged 
to lose those precious momeots» in attending 
to bis clothes, for which his appetite demands 
another employment.) At six o'clock, all are 
met together in the saloon, bedizened as in a 
winter evening. It is announced to Madame 
that dinner is served ; they proceed to the di- 
ning room, where the the marble pannels and 
gilt vases, ornamented with artificial flowers, 
remind you only of the luxury of the city ; but 
when the dessert appears, the beauty oi the 
fruits naturally, provokes eulogies upon the 
country, upon whicl^ subject every one pre- 
pares to say the finest things in the world, when 
the master of the housC} a soit of firacuranle 
senator, nips these embryo effusions in the 
bud, by informing his gu^ts that these magni- 
ficent fruits, were purchased at the.//2//^% and 
that he has only fruit-trees with double flowers 
in his gai^dens. Rising from t<kble, they adjourn ^ 
to a sorfc of pavilion, whence Paris may be^s^n * 
to its utmo^ limits, and where ii is even,easy 
to amuse onesel||by coiHitingthe houses through 
a telescope levelled, against the windows. Thai 
post/ hour arç^ves; they hasten to rtf-descend 
to the saltpn to receive their letters and read 
the journals, which they snatch and scramble 
for as at the Café Valois. After their perusal, 
and the (Uscussions which ordinaâly ensue, they 
determine at last upon a promeryido : but it is 
already eight o'clock, the season is moist, . 

* The»Covçnt Gi^rden of Paris. 
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damps are dangerous; the young folks remain 
at bilUards-^the ladies will not go iar. They 
return at nine o'clock, having only to fill up 
one more tedious hour before bed-time. Harm- 
less sports are childish, cards very dull, conver- 
sation is soon exhausted ; they play comedy ; 
Ihey choose a proverb of Carmonteile, and de- 
bate the parts; the disputes of the side-scenes 
are transplanted into the saloon ; and if I may 
be permitted to speak the truth, it is in these 
petty squabbles that the moments least tiresome 
to them are consumed in the country. But even 
this resource fails, ennui gains ground, every 
one contrives to have business which furnishes 
a pretext for spending a day in Paris ; these 
journeys become more frequent, and the begin- 
ning of September brings definitively back again 
to their hotel, in the Faubourg St. Germain, a 
whole party of people who could right well 
have dispensed with leaving it. 
' The majority of the pieces of Dancpurt ridi- 
cuU the manners, customs, and follies peculiar 
to the epoch at which he trrot^ ; and it must be 
confessed, that though the gaiety and ease of 
his dialogue are suitable to alljimesf hi^ sub- 
jects have lost the chief source of their attrac- 
tion, that of being applicable. Among the small 
number of his productions, in which he has 
painted more lasting absurdities, there is one 
{The Country House)* of which the plot and 
characters are in ail points srpposite to the 
• 
* La M^ifion de Campagne. . 
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present age» There is a tribe of M. M. Ber- 
Tiard^a in Paris^ whO| without the least taste for 
the country, trithout any means of satisfying it 
' (should that taste spring up), persuade them- 
selves that they are obliged to have a country 
house to relax Jrom^ busi^ssy and entertain a 
friend or two with fiot luck. Upon examination, 
nothing can be found more ridiculous than this 
mania, which in our day descends to the poor- 
est class of citizei)s. , The shabblelt merce# of 
Qmncamfioix street, the meanest clerk in a low 
office, must be nhle to talk of << my country- 
seat" It is very true, that by this expression 
is meant, neither a fine abode on the banks of 
the Seine or Marfte, nor a good farm in the 
forest of Saint Germain or Fontaihbleau, nor 
even a'foot of land in the wood of Meudon, in 
the v^ley of Montmorency, or 'on the 'hill of 
Auteuil. What our little cit çieans by hi9- 
countpyseat is about four fathoms square of 
bQg ig the jiUée des Veuves^ or more frequent- 
ly still, â fui;nished room in the grand street of 
ChaillQt. , * • ♦ 
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COREESPONDS^E. » 

Mr. Hermit, all the wprld applies to you 
for Counsel and a^viee ; permit me to do as 
much, and to put a few quesdons to you which 
I désire to have answered, for they relate to a 
most important matter : you know that #uir au- 
r thors spçak incessantly of the public, that they 
appeal to the public judgment, and thut tJicy 
give their storks to the jfiubUc (which, by#va)^ot' 
parenthesis, do^s^not take all that th^ ^ifte}. 
The public, k may be said, is in %ome measure 
the divinity of mn of letters: it is the pai^lic 
who introduces. thorn to the temple of glory, 
and rewards the«i with the crown pf immorta- 
lity. Like 9iany others, I have sought the &- 
.vours of tlus diviniiy, I have offigred my pro§e 
and my verse upon his altars. -,1 believed at 
first th^ my search had «ot been made in vain; 
the journals lately said . that I was an author 
dear to the public ; but now things are changed : 
after yk^rvf years of study devoted to please 
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iiitn, the Tublic knows me jio more. This 
Tvould be a fine o{if>ortunity for me to* rail 
^g^Dst ingratitude, and to write a ponderoua 
book upon the instability and vicbsitudes of 
literary renown. 

But I sather love Ip confie myself ^n the 
bosom of philosophy, which knows how to ap- 
preciate everything according to its just v^due» 
and inspires us wfth resolution to f^ffer in si- 
lence. In my retirement I have reflected mcfch 
upon the public, and am^t this moment sadly 
at a losff to decid#-where my notions ought to 
stop. I hope, ^r. Hermit, that you will deign 
to resolve my doubhs; i hope that you will have 
the goodness to ii9Brm me 'what the pubfic is, 
where {^e public is, in what place he pronounces 
his decrees, how he matures his decisions Î In 
order )d find him must we pœs the barrios, or 
cross the Seine I Is be to be met with at Marais, t 
at the Palais Royal, or at the Chaùssée-d'- Antin I 
D«e6 àe form bis judgments in Pans or in the 
provinees ? For my part, after the most diligent 
investigation, lam inclined to believe that he is 
no^Hlog more than a ehimeri^ which has be6n 
conjured up to scare us, and that it is with the 
public "as with those ghosts, of which every 
body talk^, but nobody has e^r seen. 
. You will perhaps, Mr. Hermity become a • 
convert to my opiniqp, when you «re made ac- 
quainted with what befel m^ in my jrounger 
days : I was a candidate sto the literary socie- 
ties, ia which I believed the public delivered 
his oracles } I ene day read^ in an Athfuieum, 
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a little poem of*inf own composition; I ob- 
served that I had tired my auditory ; a jotimal 
of the followtng morning did not fail to state 
that I had given the ftuSHe the gafie^. Some 
time after» I re-reaAifce same poem in another 
Athen#im, and was éxi:eii8ive]^ applauded by 
another «audieilbe» which was also called the 
public. I was proud of theplaudits ^htch f 
had raceivvtf, but «ould not norbear saying to 
myself:— ««The public, whO| in the same 
week, is disgusted and delighted Vith my ver- 
ses, is very caprkions, and perhaps mot worth 
the trouble that I should take in consecrating 
my labours to him. It^s ^ips^ble, however, 
said I to myself again,/ that the puWc does not 
dcigQ to reside in an Atheneum.'* 

I next went to seek the public at the theatre, 
^and I procured my first tragedy to be peffbtm- 
ed. Judge, Mr. Hermit, of my astonishment 
at this representation: the boxes hissed, the 
parterre applauded: they quarrelled,-^they 
fought about my piece ; I was almosf ashamed 
of having employed six months of my life' in 
attempting to please a pdblic which could be 
^mlty of such excess. They criticised my 
tragedy ih the journals of the ensuing day s 
some compared mt^ to Racine, others degraded 
me beneath the level of Pradon, end yet^H of 
them spoke in the name ofc the public. « It is 
possible,'' said I to myself, *once more, <*that 
, the public is as great ti stranger at the theatre 
' as at the Atheneum ; it is also possible that he 
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does not pronounce sentence through the me- 
dium of the journals." 

From this period I resolved to toil no more 
either for AtheneuBiS) or for theatres, or for 
journals; I devoted mystlf to a work upon mo» 
rals. M I shaH^be ine^,** said I, << by th« wisest 
of mankind) who will form their opinions of 
tne far from the titnuilt oC society, in the quiet 
of the closet, aifâ, consequently, withouS par- 
tiality and without passion.-; it is there, doubt- 
less, that I shall find th^ public, who ought to 
select fhe sages of the world for his interpre- 
ters; this once the piiblic fiat upon my book 
will be consistenf^ for it is impossible that 
there can be muèh diversity of opinion upon 
the subject of morals." I reasoned thus before 
my work appeared, and the expected judgment 
of the public gave me no* uneasiness ;— -but I 
was again deceived. 

My Treatise . upon Morals nearly excited a 
sedition ; a great number of readers proclaun- 
ed me the benefk^or of the age, and of the 
human race ; others accused me of overturn- 
ing Society to its v<ry Ibuadations; the very 
coldest of toy partisans crowned me with 1^U«* 
reis, and spoke of raisiag a statue to me as had 
been done to Jean JacqoeaiRoiMseau; many, 
who were net of ihe same way of thinkings 
assembled every day under my windows, and 
bellowed aloud thilt I deserved to be burnt alive 
for my book upon* morals:- the contest grew 
hotter; the parties mutuallyûnjured each other 
in the grossest manner ; they even fought about 
D2 * . 
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a book witich I had written with tbe View «f 
restoring the golden age, and perpetuating tha 
joys of peace and union among my feUoar efea- 
tures. 

You will readily^'giiessy Mr. Hermit» that in 
these traits I did not ^recognise the public 
whose suffrages I had contemplated, and whom 
I had represented to myself as the divinity and 
ovacle ot men of letters :*-*tè this good hour I 
know not yit9t to think of the public ; and I 
congratulate myself on having forgotten him. 

Some describe him aa a divine genits who 
holds in his bands the sword and scales of 
Themis, weighs the pretensi|pps of authors, and 
condemns, without a|^eal, e«èry unworthy pro- 
ducticw : he is every where at once, ^d atesds 
à look at every thing. Others represent htm 
as an hideous n^onsler, as huge as Polyphe* 
mus, and armed with his club; a thousand 
snakes hisar upon his «head ; he drags along in 
hi»train, rage, and pride, and envy ; the gcoans 
and shrieks of self-love are music in his ears ; 
every evening he immolates a victim at the 
theatre; every morning 4ie devoura an attthor 
foe his breakîast. Such are the pitjlures wbtch 
imagination dt^aws of the public. For my part, 
Mr. Hermit, I an» unable to ^rm any. opinion ; 
it is not the Coterie which prôciaima aloud that 
it is the public, ^d whi|^, in this capacity, 
cites the universe before its petty tribunal: it 
is not a crowd of people \^bx) every day fail in 
respect to the public, who msult him in the 
jôun^alsy who usurp his name to sanction a 
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thousand foll\esj; whence I conclude, that if 
the public did exist» as we are taught to believe, 
asd waa really as vicious as has been represent- 
ed, he would reveng;* himself for the outrages 
comniitted against hirn. every morning in the 
newspapers, and every evening in our Athe- 
neums, and upon our stage. As for me, I am 
firi&ly persuaded this day. that the public is no- 
thing more than % fabulous deity ; but if y^u, 
Mr. IFIeirnait, have met with ]|pra any where, I 
beg you to inform me how he does, and by 
what sign his judgnycnts may be identified. 

Incrsoulus. 

' r 

We hope the public will not be too much 
scandaliited at this letter, and that it will be 
merely considered as the angry tirade of a dis* 
cDRtested authpr. M. Inçr^ulus resemble^ 
those savages whp pay no respect to their idols 
any loiter than they contimie to bestow upon 
them every thing they desire, and who evei| go 
the length of drubbing th^m soundly when 
thev do ^pt listen to tl^tr prayers* We shaU 
content ourselves with repeating to M. Incre- 
dukis what the poet Lemierre safd upon a time 
to Laharpe : ^< Be only succes^uf^ and we shall 
see** (Ayc3& seulement un succès, et nous 
verrons.) Finally^ we pray the public to look 
with a favourable «f e upon the Works of M. 
Iiicredulus. » 
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* ■■■ .LocuB est et plaribus umbris. 

HoR. fip. i. 

Le cadre est vaste, on peut ajouter des portraits. 
# J* 

MoNTAiGNB recommen%pio old men to re* 
treat from life backwarde: -I follow this pre- 
cept» and willingly retire upon my Remem- 
brances ; I am too bu«y for the present, and I 
never think of the future» Some <]afrs ago» 
sitting by my fire, I amused myself with look- 
ing at two old engravings of 1 7T8, one of which 
repvesented'cr promenade to the Palate RQyaly 
and the other an. Evening of the Boulevari, 
Among the number of ^rticular originals vho 
made themselves conspicuous at this epoch in 
every place of public resort, I had the sinceri- 
ty {o recognise myself among a small group of 
young folks, tolerably ridiculous. The malig- 
nant design of the painter nas the more obvi- 
ous, because in all Frances there was only M. 
de Conflans'and me who wore^our hair cropped 
and without powder, according to the present 
fashion. This Httle discovery «horded me ex- 
treme pleasure, and recalled to memory a mul- 
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I 

tUud^ of circumstances and personages that 
would otherwise have slept for ever in oblinpn. 
The principal figures in our old caricatures 
have been designed ^ith so much spirit by 
Dubcicourt, that I, without, difficulty, recog- 
nised the names of all those whom he exhifalft- 
ed on tht scene. I was gravely occupied in 
writing their names op the margin of the print, 
for the instruction of posterity, when to ray 
i^reat astonishment I beheld - the Baron de 
Kunpipen, with w;hom I had served in Ame- 
rica, and whom family business had brought to ' 
Paris after tweiliy-seven years abSense, enter 
my apartment. Wf had been most intimate, 
knew each other when ymittg^ and sufterb ; and 
our first^motion was to burst* into laughter 
upon mutually obsei^ing the changes .which 
time had made. After this little .ebuUkton of 
phiiosdphical gaiety, we talked over oar old 
customs and old recollectieliSj.and I shewed 
him my two engravings. << That Is^efkcelient," 
said he, << I recognise them ali. Observe here 
the spleoeftic Methjuis de F^nille, who was so 
celebrated for the art of csfrving at table, and 
who did to a miracle the hoitburs #f supp^s 
to vHiich he was never invited 1 .jAnd this fat 
Abbé de la Baume, who discovered tha» the in- 
vention of playing sards was the lasliand noblest 
efibrt or human g^ins! And our. Polooese 
Borodky, always on the eve of kistleparture, 
and for twenty years taking leave never to go 1 
And the predy little Visfeount deLeiceuil, who 
never mounted his horse withcAit being rougtd^ 
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whose coâctoian displi^^d at all seasdhsan 

enormous fiosegay i" . . 



« We no longer see the like of these te Paris: 
every person,* every habits every character ap- 
pears to b« cast inr the Same mould."— >«*4My 
dear Baron, you form your opinion upon a first 
glance, or you do not now kfiowthe proper 
places for study ; spend the day with me, and 
I pledge myself to skew yoo originals who do 
not yidd one iota to those «t whose expense we 

' were in our youth so often amused, and among 
the number of whom we were ourselves some* 

' times ranged." He accepted my invitatioB, I 
dressed, and we sallied lofth to^reakÊist at 
Tortoni's : it was the iiourat^ which the princi- 
pal frequenter^of that Cape were assembled. 
One of these, leaning upan the counter, chatted ' 
with a- very pretty little Brunette, who gene- 
i^ily filled the place of the mistress «if the 
houses The g<^ demesmoor of this young 
map, a sort4of foreign-neas (étrangeû) in his 

-manneca, and of whimuaality in hi^dress, at* 
V tinted the attentien of tbe-4aron,'wJio took 

^ liim ^r the son of some rich banker: «< It is 
impossifale^O' be more compieteiy mistaken 
(saxl I to him. as we entered the little «aloon 
on the rights where we were served, slowly 
enough, with tea and muffins) : this person ia a 
foreigner w.ho has resided ip Paris twelve years, 
and whose «-evenuea are founded upon the love 
qfcotmtry. He thinks it his duty to be always 

' of the same nation or^amily.as thoiie who have 

.a^fewlouisuto.beatowupdH.him. Lord M. . . . 
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lent Mm last jrear a hunclred ^meaAupon the 
credit of the estate of bis mother, who he as- 
serted I» be an'Sngtishwoœan : of Hungarian 
origin by his father's side he .madb. himself the 
comipatriot t>f a rioh ttànker of Presburgh, who 
codld not under these circumstances refuse to 
discount* foiv him à bill of exchange for two 
thousand fiorins ; one of his Dutch brothers has 
been worth a hundred datats to him with the * 
Captain of a privateer of Amsterdam ; and he 
has for six months been received' at the hopse 
of the Count' de - ' a R«skian Colonel) ^ 
through the merits- of an uncle killed in the ' 
service* of Rsul th^^iU Here he is now read- 
ing a journal at théf next table *, if you are cu** 
rious to try the experiment upctt him yourself, 
raise your voice a little) say tharyonai^e from Mu- 
nich— we shall see if he has not some Bavarian 
cousii^ by whose nieanj^ you nv^y in a moment 
iind yourseff a kinsman of thi» numerous femily. 
« Do you observe close to the window» two 
men of a certain age, vnc^of whom speaks wkh-^ 
out ceasing, or e^d^en aHowisg the other a ism* ^ 
ment to squeeze in an answer \ The folkla of 
the first U a passion to have it beteved by ait' 
those who lose their time in lis(cmng to him, 
that he has visited all the capitals of £(iropey 
and that he is better acf uaitited that any body i 
else with the customs o^ Vienna, London, Ma* 
drid : the fact however is, that this honest mati 
nerer travelled furtit^ than from Compeigne 
to f ontainblèau, in the service of the king's 
buttery, (Gpbolet) of \^hich he was» an officer. 



^ 
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By his airt>f attttnt'ioQ you jrould auppoii tktt 
the other is ly tening to him* H» does n»t com- 
prehend otie syllable of aR thai is utli^ed) en- 
tirely occu|ifed a^ ht in with devising the means 
he shall employ to malue it genMHrally kaown 
t>voi* Paris, that he^vms yesterday, or will go this 
evening to a small box at 'the F^Kfàcaïa. with a 
young beauty of the, day.. A -superannuated 
adorer of ttus' class of females, whom it is po- 
litely agreed to call gaiiemtsj iie is to be found 
In all places where they aâs/âmble, and at all the 
feles which (toy gtvo : lietires. two Cabriolet 
horses every monang in ^ecuting their com- 
« niissions, of which he has made mimorauda the 
«vening before^; and all this without oitber inte- 
* i«st or other lK>pe than that of exciting envy 
';in spme yf^ing feUd^s who donotl^naw the es- 
tent of the space which vafiity fills in the hap- 
piness of an idipt." 

Sa%iii|r làrth ifroux Jortoni's, W^ lounged to 

the Palauh^Royal, where I pointed out to my Ba- 

^vBiHan, the Patriarch of ^e ancient Opera-Co- 

^ fkiique, with his Aug* protuberance of belly, 

his large- boots, his perriwig over his eaxss and 

' his hat ovt^r his «eyes : he trilled, as he shambled 

ahjng^ the burden of an old balladf at the same 

- ûme çalutiDg, right and left, a parcel of fools 

: who allowed him clapping their hands» 

•> At^wo wo .^^ted the Coffee ^House de la 

Régence. Among other characters I diyected 

the Baron's notice to aaancient ôustomer, who, 

duHng tiie space of jâbiity yearç, Kad not f^led 

^re times to <Émt at* three o'clock} and read 



the WitiU€ê*JffUh0t^* ptoy tvo games at chess, 
sa|r smsething about his. friend Fragonard» and 
extol as chefs-d^jQeuf re some wretched pictures 
in a church which he dai^d in Us youth. 

After dining at BeauviUiers, where we did not 
find those we expected t<» Me, we adjourned to 
the Opera* . Sitting in the *Tiring room pre- 
-vious to the ris^ of the curtain, M. de K. sud- 
denly rises, and runs to embrace an old gentle- 
man, who is walkin|^ about witji his hands be* 
bind his back,, in a cloak of quilted taffeta, and 
who, from his graiie demeai^r and contem- 
plative air, would b^ talien for a parliamentary 
magistrate,«»r at least for an ancient leader of 
the order of advocates* <^ For once, I Jiave met 
one of otEirselves," %aid the Baron wheeling 
round to me, << and I can |a my turn %\ik you 
information.'* You know then i 

Quel e%t son rang, sa patriet et s^ éiau^ i 

%\s lank). his country, and his gods/' << Nov 
But I know what all the wirld knows, that lie . 
is called Saint-Fernance ; that he is the Nestor" 
of gallantry ; that he is a thorough t3saster of the 
edifying chronicle of the opera; that there does 
not adventure forth a young damsel of the JJic- 
gazine^ i^ith Whose success he is not acquaint-* 
ed ; that he oan tell almost to a iQids^ the state 

• PostingbHls, sttch as are stuck on the walls about 
Ijgmàoviy but generally containing an abstract of the 
principal nevs of the day from the public journals. 

Vol. I. E 
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of their resources and expewes, and that^'frûm^ 
Mlle. Camargo, whose retirement he witness- 
ed, to Mile. A the'last whose debut he 

directed, he is th^ person to describe by their 
names, surnames, and qualities, all the dancers 
whoihave appeared upon the stage of the opera 
since the *year 1761."—" You mifht add that 
he is known to all the .world, li^at he has been 
-seen behind every theatrical curtain in Europe, 
and that lie hasj^een denominated The Provi- 
dence of Lot^a, But sinée we are upon the 
chapters of Of|ginals in the train of the thea- 
tres, and may tak|; an»theii opportunity of see- 
ing the Caravan^ let us how pay sf visit to the 
Feydeau, Hearken to the description df the 
person I wish you to lifee there: 'with hair 
dressed a l*^iseau xx>yal, hat a l'écuyèrcy coat of 
celestial blue ornamented witii buttons of natu- 
ral history,, two superb watch chains hanging 
down to within three inches of his knee, a co- 
loured cravat, spyglass in hand, and solitaire on 
fitter . . . ." We ent^ed the orchestra: our 

. hero was at his poit, presenting his glass at all 
the boxes, not for the purpose of ascertaining 
the ladie» whom he does not know, but to cause 
his diamond, which he sports with infinite grace, 

' to sparkle and attract notice. If you remark 
this amusing personage for a little while, you 

. must hear him during the performance, make 

' observations on the piece and on the actors in 

^A loud tone of voice which he addresses to him- 

" self. He was in fine, cue : this day his dress 

was more elabonjtc- than usual, mi he uttered 



^^ 
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sueM)i»oGent malice, and comic siitiplicitiesy 
that my friend was enchanted to learn that we 
might enjoy his aocietf'tiil midnight^ by follow- 
ing' him to the Coffee House^cfea Variétéê^ whi- 
ther he never fails to betake himself, when he 
leaves the Opera-Comique, to peruse^ the jour- 
nals with hit reading glass in his hand. 

Returning hqpcie for the night, the Baron (to 
whom I had yet exhibited only a veVy small 
proportion of our richest Origimals) was com- 
pelled to acknowledge tl»t there was still to be 
found in Paris, eharattefa out of the common 
order, too often at tèe ei^use of good sense 
and XÀ good taste ; but almost all of diem oddi* 
ties whom it was entertaining to notice. 
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MANNERS OF THE ANTl-tK AMBER. 

Quid dominl laeieftt, atident o^m teUa fures ? 

ViRô. Ee«. S. 

Que feront les maitre$>9lks va}etâ se conduisent sôjasIî 

What will tbe masters do, if the footmen behave thus? 
« 
I HAVE read many treatises on the customs 
of every ag^, of every class, of every profession; 
yet I know nothing of those of servants : the 
defenders of ignotance^^ill acknowledge that 
they are not a whit more elevated on that ac- 
count, rt is remarkable, that of all the sayings» 
and of all the proverbial expressions to which 
the manners and^'the habits* of these gentry 
have given rtee, tftere is not one which re- 
dounds to theiv advantage : we^ say, insolent^ 
iQVff lying J lazy y ^a a footman : tlrunken tu a 
coachman; brutal as a porter i and a hundred 
other comparisons, all as )a^, and a»Kttle com- 
plimentary to the persc^s ^ho fill these stations. 
A species of valets, of theatrkal constructioni 
whi» never had, and perhaps never will, have 
their counterparts tti the ariti«chamber, have 
beai introduced «pon t^p sttijge^ by the authors 
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of ancient and modern comedy. All the valets 
oF Molière and of Regnard are little prodigies 
of wit, intrigue» and Invention ; those of Des- 
touches and of La Chaussée are, for the most 
part exemplars of disinterestedness, fidelity and 
d^cacy : — nothing of all this apfwoximates 
truth. Perhaps, in th« wheel of fortune, a 
young man may engage a Fronting a Labranchey 
as adroit at foiling a creditor as expert at deli- 
vering a love-letter i perhaps there may be an 
example of a servant faithful, devoted» grateful ; 
but these are very rare varieties, and not the 
natural produce of the spfecies. But be that as 
it may, it is neither with their vices nor with 
their good qualities that I have at present any 
thing to do ; — it is only to their faults that I 
turn my attention. Even these I do not exaim- 
ine with reference to their immediate transac- 
tions with their mastem, but to the exercise of 
their duties, and the way in which they fulfil 
them. 

A word or two upon the circumstance which 
suggested the idea of this article. 

One of my fellow citizens and of my oldest 
friends is now a man of gre%t consequence; 
merit of every kind has raised him to the em- 
inent situation he occupies, a situation in which 
he enjoys the incoiicèiveable happiness of hav- 
ing neither rivals nm* detractors. He has be- 
come rich and powerful, I have remained poor 
and unnoticed ;' it belonged to him to renew pur 
intercourse; he had not«^oJle so, his occupa- 
tions prevented him ; we haA been five years 
É2 ' 
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without seeing^ each other. A fewr days 4igo I 
receiired the following note ffbm him :-~ 

^ I passed you the dtter day, and wasanxious 
«< to speak with you : we have for a long time 
<( been lost to«ach other ; you know my reasons» 
<< and I aoi aware of your's; I have been un- 
" happy, and you havp been wrong. If con- 
" venient) I will expect you to breakfast to- 
<< morrow; we shall be alone.'' 

I was not the descript^iou of person to be 
twice entreated ; and, entirely occupied with 
the fdeasui^ promised by this friendly visit» I 
bent my way towards the hotel de • . . . 
in all the simplicity of my common dreas, of 
which I had not, as will ho seen by the séqcbei, 
calculated all the inconveniences. The hotel 
was at a great distance from my residence, at 
the end of the Faubourg Saint-Honore ; I was 
wiping my brow a» I entered the gatevray, when 
a rascal of a footmap, romping with achamber* 
maid, knocked me down in attempthig to catch 
t^e daipsel who <liad, most unceremoniously, 
taken refuge behind my body« Instead of the 
apologies whi^ 1 expected, our humourist, 
^fter measuring me with ins eye from head to 
foot, tosaed his long cane into the air, and went 
of in a roar of laughter, without waiting for the 
chastisement which I int«ided to bestow upon 
him. I advanced into tUoiK:ourt, looking about 
lior the porter's lodge ; — aa^room, who was em- 
ployed in washing a carriage, splashed me all 
over ; I was angiy, fpd all the answer I ob- 
tained to the, re^^oaciies wit,h which I loade^^i 



MJmUBRS OF THE ANTI-CHAMB£a. 55 

him fer his aiirkwardiiess, was a sliout in the 
voice of a StentiM*: « ComfUain to the keefter.'^' 
This gcntlenaan* opemcl a^^argè glass door, 
which led to the Peristyle, and, in the most ar- 
rogant tone, demamled why I entered without 
speaking to any body ; I constFained. myself to 
answer himcoony, that «there was no inscrip- 
tionto désignât^ the porter's lodge. " That is 
because Ihere is neither lodge nor /lort^r here, 
but a kee/ier's'hous€f d'ye hear T*— ^« Keeper's 
house be it (thouf^h this designation is not ap- 
plicable to you) ; but yet have the^oocbiess to 
tell me where it is to be found ; and as for you, 
with your black velvet cap, and your flowered 
dressing gowti, you are more like . . . ." 
« Hold yourtonsue; wh^t do ye want ?*'— 
" Your master."—" His Excellency T^— « Yes ; 
his Excellency, the Count de ... . my 
friend, with whom I cj&metcr breakfast, and to 
whom I will speak a cimiple oPwords on the in- 
solence of his people."— "Sir, youwiil pardon 
us ; it was because . . . ^ ." — " I know, fet 
was because my umbrella shewed that I had not 
come in a carriage ; but where would be the 
inconvenience of being polite even to persons 
who walk?" Saying this, I ascended the grand 
stdrcase, and reached the first anti-chamber, 
in the midst of fivedpor six laoqueys, one of 
whom was engagedin Itrushing a coat, another 
dressing his head^ these cleaning guinguets^ 

* Lamps, «o palled from a lelelpirated maker of that 
ruirae in Paris.— Tr, - u ' 
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and those playing picquet on ibe^tovc. 'None 
of fhem put thtmselves in life least out of the 
way. "Pray Sir, «hut the door," said one of 
the players to me. — ^<«No, I desire that you will 
open the other fiar rac." « What do you say? 
..... tkree ./few."— «The Count."— «He is 

not visible i^ve for the^Quetn^ • ** I 

have an appointment wiih him:*'— ** Thûti9ont 
do. Is it an appointment l)y letter ?*'-iu»Tis 
no Inisiness of your's ; ïet me speak with a va- 
let-de-chambrei" 

I entered* the second room, where I was re- 
ceived in a manner alto^ther a$ cavalier by the 
valets«de*chambre,wbow«re reading the news- 
papers. 'As they continued this occupation in 
my presence, I snatched th<f journal from the 
hand of a reader, and ordered him to announce 
me. A little surprised at my tone and impa- 
tience, " his Excellency,** said he, " dees not 
receive any one till two o'clock."—" Nobody?'* 
— " No, Sir,- nobody, except one of hîà friends 
whom he expectai IQ breakfast.*'—" And sup- 
pose that were me T* — « You Sir ?" (always 
casting a glan«e towards my umbrella)-*** Yes 
me — CO, and announce M. de Tr . - . ." 
He instantly stepped before me with a profound 
bow ; one of his comrades, after having, with 
much respect, taken my ffreat coat and the un- 
lucky umbrella, hastened %> open the velvet- 
QDv«red door which led to the Count's cabinet, 
iphile a third followed me with a large billet 
under his asm (aicolding to the old custom, 
which for evcrynlistinguishefl visitor puts ano- 
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ther billet on the fire). The master of the 
house received ifte in the mest afiectioBate 
manner^ I emhraçed knn unth aU injr heart, 
and then ve came to the chapter of repf oacheSf 
which he finished by saying. thai we ought to 
know how to love o«r friends even in their 
IK-osf^rity; a|)PeGept vtff easily practised^ if 
all men smtten with prosperity conducted 
themselves with ae much propriety as my il- 
histiifous feHow citisen. It i» neither connect- 
ed with my subject, nor is it my intention to 
discnss this delicate question at present ; i re- 
vert to the reception which I had met in the 
hall, the il( humour occasioned by which had 
not been dissipatad bf that which succeeded it 
in the anti-chamber. I mentioned it to the 
Count: he look np the matter much too seri- 
Kïiàfàfy and wished to disehail^e all those who 
had given me any cause of complaint. I sue- 
ceeded) however, in appeasing him, by making 
him observe, that to consider it as a crime in 
servants to be deficient in respect and attention 
towards a man who had neither exterior nor ti- 
tle to vecommend him, would be to require 
more from valets than was common from their 
masters, and I concluded by asking pardon for 
their insolence for the sake of the bon ton. 

After a laugh at tie bon ton of lacquey», we 
were however fain td agree that the anti-cham- 
ber had also its rules and ceremonies, and .that 
more were not to be met with, even in Parini, 
except in a very small nutiiA>er erf honses. j I 
nv^inioned, tmong other inconveniences which 
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I daily witnessed, the custom which permitted 
livery servants 40 enter the Aloons, the duties 
of which ought to be solely performed by va- 
lets-de^chambre; of getting^ up to sit in style 
behind the carriage, without bags, and some- 
times eren in boots ; of not rising in the anti- 
chamber, when visiters came in or waiPced 
through them ; of announcing the service of 
company, (que l'on est servi) in many great 
houses to the ma^er, and not as it ought to be 
done» to the|mistress of the house ; and of a 
thousand other irregularities, more or less of- 
fensive, from all of which M. A , and 

I came to the conclusion, that we were on the 
eve of relapsing into an age of barbarism. 

On leaving the hotel de — — I had to com- 
plain of an excess of civility on the part of the 
attendants, which was to me still more odious 
and intolerable than the opposite extreme. The 
whole hpusehold were on their legs ; two va- 
lets-de-chambre helped me on with tny great 
coat; the lacqueys waited upon me to the very 
bottom of the staircase, opening all the doors 
as we went oar; orders had been given — the 
carriage waited under the Peristyle ; the foot- 
men- threw open the door ; the Swiss,* in his 
leathern belt and hat in hand, stupified himself 
with the number of lowièows with which he 
saluted me ; 'and I exi^latiped with Juvenal, 
while I cast a took upon all these gentry, 

Maxioia qiizque domas servis est plena superbis. 
* The porter, alia» '«keepef." 
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DETACHED OBSERVATIONS. 

Our ladies having borrowed a part of their 
dress from the queens of the house of Medicis» 
even in our days give themselves up to some 
of their usages. It is knpwn that the mother 
of djbarles IX. called a famous astronomer to 
her cotl'rt, whose advice and predictions had it 
is probable no inCQnsider|blj& influence upon 
the conduct of this superstitious queen. This 
custom was also introduced at the court of 
Henry IV. and Mary de Medicis had the. cards 
drawn at least once a month by the intriguing- 
and unfortunate G^ligai. In our time, Fabre 
d'Eglantine intending to expose this miserable 
absurdity 9 has only made it the fashion. There 
lives in Pari» a modern Sybille,' whose charac- 
ter and means of existence are solely %uik %ipon 
ihe childish credulity of women of the higher 
order in society, and upon the curiosity of per- 
sons who, like ourselves, have been desirous 
of ascertaining exactly the quantity of impu- 
dence and folly requisite for ibe establishment 
of such an imposture in a ,great *ciiy, at the 
commencement of the I9th centlily. It is nei- 
ther in the grov.e q£ Dodona, nor under the 
mysterious vaults çf % temple, that the Pytho- 
ness dwells ; her abode U in the centre of Pa* 
ris, in the Rue deTournon, atth^ enigi^atkal* 
sign of the office for ^general correspondence 
Bureau de correspondeçce géiaérale). ' The 
reader turns from our page in terror, fancying 
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po doubt that thia correspondence is carried ài 
ivitb Satan» Moloch} Asmodeus,orBelpbègor; 
we beg^ of them to be composed ; tbe Parisian 
sorceress corresponds only with ladi&s» with 
gentlemen so replete with the spirit of gaUan- 
try as even to imitate their weakness, and, more 
than ail the rest, with coachmen, lacqueys, and 
chambermaids. It is not so-easy as mi^ln be 
. Imagined to obtain admission into her psisence ; 
above twenty equipages, each more splendid 
than the other, obstruct the avenues of the tem- 
ple ; and though she must know to whom she 
speaks, from her magical powers of informa- 
tion, it is a still more certain way to take a few 
hours beforehand to reconnoitre and gather in- 
telligence. It is not therefore customary to ob- 
tain the honour of an audience till you pay youF 
second visit. A footman introduces you to a 
salooTLSU^rbly decorated, and precisely at the 
aptpointed hour the enchantress appears, and 
the charm begins. What a moment 1 the past, 
the present, and the future are about to be 
placed before your eyes, bf means of a simple 
game atcards. It is but the truth however to 
state, that these (;ards are much larger than 
these in common use, and are chequered on 
thte back with hieroglypl^ics. The magician 
shuffles them, muttering to herself in a man- 
ner tbe most edifying, and then packs them ac* 
cordiiag to tl^ learned combinations of the £(- 
tetlla: a little after, when the secret agents 
have done their business properly, you learn 
that you are young or old, mi^rried or single ; 
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that you have spent a troublesome yoath, &c.; 
but taking all in aJI» as the past is of small im- 
jxyrtance» that portion of ygur late is slid over 
¥er3r lightly. As for the future» that is another 
sort of thing : they conceal noting of it from 
you» especially if you «ssort to the grand game, 
which costs a Ionia. We were ourselves con» 
tenl^ith the lUtks and what could you wish to 
know |br six francs ? For this much» have we 
learnt that it vnll not be l<mg before we are mar" 
riedf that ive shall have a f amity ofchildren, that 
we ^uUl not be Me to rear them aUf that weehall 
eTKOunter crml losses, but t/iat vje shall acquire 
an immense fortune. When ^ we remarked to 
the lady ûm, these prophecies, the last except- 
ed» had all been realisefQ jTor more than ten 
years» she threw the blame upon the errors of 
the Utile gume, which was jpot infallible viith 
respect to the future. We did not hpwever 
think it worth while at this period to be told 
more» and harving meditated upon this predic- 
tion.» and upon the fistvourite formula of the pro-" 
phetess» ^'you understand me well, you c^n- 
ceive,'^ we quitted her abode» CQnvinced witli 
Aly, that 

Les esprits dont on nous fait pear 
Sont èes meilleures g^ens du monde. 
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dajr that it has been my lot to witness one of 
her most surpri^ng èaprices.— This littte pri- 
vate adventure makes part of a general picture; 
•—it may amuse my readers ; I shall relate itj 
hegging them not to search for the moral in 
|hç result. '' 

I happen to have a domestic, igifted, among 
other qualities, with such i^re punctuality, that 
in time of need, he might serve kt sea as a 
chronometer to ascertain, the longitude-— He is 
in the habit of entering my room every morn- 
ing, exactly at seven o^clock, to light my fire.— 
On Tuesday last he did not come till half-past 
seven ; I concluded that something extraordi- 
nary had happened—it will be seen I was not 
deceived. 

I beg permission to assume for a moment 
the form of dialogue, that I may give our con- 
versaticHi with all its spirit. ^ You are late 
Paul : what has happened ?"-—«< Happened ! I 
have for half an hour been considering how to 

tell you, Sir." «What?" «That I am 

about to quit you.'*—" And* why ?** « Because 
I am going to marry the fruit woman hard by." 
— « But neither of you have any thing ?'* « Par- 
don me, Sir — we have put into the Lottery." 
— ^« That is one chance more than Jmnot^ who 
hoped to gïdn by not putting into it at all ; but 
still this is not what can be called a fortune 
realised." " Sir, yoo would be very right if 
our neighbour, after eating a hare-rageo wkh 
jn&f had not dreamt eînvoive% and dirty vmier ; 
. circumstances which infs}j[libly point out that 
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No. 3, 6, and 1, upon which we have laid out 
thrice the sum of six francs, will be drawn 
prizes. This sum, according to the calcula- 
tions 6f the receiver of duties, ought to produce 
us 33,000 francs, one-half of which forms the 
dower of my wife, and the other half my patri- 
niony* £ach of us contributes five or six thou- 
sand franos to purchase the small stock of a con- 
fectioner, which we have in view, and perhaps, 
Sir, you may be disposed to assist us in getting 
custom, by speaking a word on two in your dul' 
letin about my abilities in making ices.''-— 1 here 
interrupted the fellow to t^ll him the story of 
the country girl and her milk fiail ; but while he 
jested on the foolish hopes of the milk-maid, 
who constructed her fortune on so slender a 
foundation, it never occurred to him that I was 
raising a doubt as to the fate of the three tick- 
ets, not only announced by the dream of the 
wolvç^ and dirty "watery but confirmed by meet- 
ing on his way to the lottery-office, a hackney 
t:oaeh numbered 613^ in which he found the 
numbers 3, 6, and l.—*I wished to convince the 
poor lad that he t^as the dupe of the most ab- 
surd prejudice t I assured him that all medical 
men .{except Doctor Pedro Rezi, physician of 
the island of Barataria, of which Sancho was 
governor) would declare to him that the flesh 
of a hare had no prophetic virtue ; that there 
was nothing in common, at least in the sense 
which he understood it, between wolves, dirty 
water, and the lottery ? — I could not even make 
him comprehend that it would be belter to 
F 3 
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defer till after the drtwing of the lottery those 
purchases and «preparations whidk were pro* 
ceeding 6n the supposed c^itattity of the p^ize. 
His confidence appeared so firmly established, 
I had so little at the instant to reply to the an- 
swer which he made to rniy objection, ^ Master 
will see if I do not gain>*' that, despairing of re- 
calling him to reason, I sought to amuse my- 
self with his folly.«-The following day Was that 
^ fixed for ihe drawing of the lottery ; I promised 
to be present— To give my cm'iosity an occa- 
sion, and not a greater interest, I entered by 
the firvvatc doois into one of the lottery-effices 
in the street of Faubourg Mount-martre»s^ the 
sign of the comu-coftia ; two youogf girls were 
employed in decoratingit with bunches of roses 
and garlands of oak leaves : thru ClanneU% and 
the- Grtat Càe9i of the section were drinking 
in a corn^rj to the account of the produce of 
the .show, while a tall boy, of olevep appearance, 
decorated with the garlands of these daansels, 
the picture frame destined to contain the state- 
ment of the sums gained} and of ihot Numbers 
of the tickets drawn. 

After having ti^ken and paidl>y zfietitecu for 
a aillet ready madcy the validisty of whic^ was 
warranted to me by one of the girls, who chose 
it for me herself, I took mj way towards the 
street J^euve»de%*Petit^ChamiiMy refieciing that 
every state has its peculiar charlatanism.— -Xjb^ 
crowd announced to me that I was near the 
temple of Fortune. An ill-natured moralist 
would not have fatted to deduce some fine ora- 
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torical notioQft from the pdhitbii of Uus temple, 
close by a common sewer;— bat for my part, I 
recollected the fine lines of Horace upon the 
goddess of Aitium, and I muttered— 

O Diva çratum qua regis Antium, 
Frxsens vel imo toilere de gradu 
^ortale corpus, vel superbos 
Vertere funeribus triumphos. 

At tbe4dottom of a narrow alley, I entered a 'ix' 
ralher spacious oourt, one of the sides of which 
presented^a great pe^ment, as the 'finishing of 
a large gate in the antique çtyle.— -The centre 
part of the pedimeni isnclosed a frame-work, 
destined to exhibit the nunàbers that were 
drawn, €or (he purpose of their being proclaim- 
ed in the* hall : in front of this gate a crowd of 
commissioners were aâiembled, to copy the 
lists which they hawk, about the streets, before 
the ofEces can coiftmunicate them officiallyt 

Having ^ith much difficulty reached' the 
great room, I perceived my servant at the 
other end of it ; but it w»s quite impossible for 
me to penetrate to him. To make the best of 
my position, while waiting for ihe ceremony, I 
could 40 no better than listen t& th& conversa- 
tiens near me : tlœ subject of the whole of them 
was the cause that had induced each of my 
neighbours to try his luck. He on my right 
hand was, as he told me, an hpnest hosier in 
Bear-strec|t, who had for two years adventured 
in the lottery, with the intehtion of employ- 
ing his prizes in the establishment of a ma- 
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gasin de Moveautes in the Rue Vivitnne. On 
iny left was a young and handsome Unen-wea< 
Ter, vho founded upon his chance the hope of 
being able to establish a &shionable shop under 
the galleries des Bois in the Palais Royal. A 
few paces further off, a tall thin man, who from 
his appearance I should have known to be a 
gambler by profession, complained of having 
deranged a martingale* which brought him a 
louis per day, to follow 77, which counts 118 
drawings of vieillesse. He talked so rapidly of 
series and intermittences that it was impossible 
for me to ascertain the reason why a fat woman 
before me was on the point of pulling caps with 
a female near her, when all at once a signal an- 
nounced the moment of drawing, and bade the 
tumult cease. ^ i 

Two servants in livery opened a door whieh | 
covered a kind of theatre : — it was there that 
the oracles of chance were placed. A child 
clothed in blue, with a red girdle, blindfolded, 
and of an appearance quite mythological, was 
mounted upon a table beside an enormous 
wheel of fortune, ornamented with glass be- 
tween the spokes: 'he drew successivelf the 
ninety numbers ; unfolded one after thç other, 
called with a 'loud voice, held them up to the 
view of the public, and closed them up again 
'in a pasteboard case of the same form and 

* A Martingale is a cant phrase in gaming, for risk- 
ing atone stake the whole amount of preceding k>sses. 
Some of the other «lang expressions of this worthy are 
unsusceptible of translation. 
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wmghtf when they were agadn thrown by ano- 
ther child into a wheel resembling the forrner. 
Thesepreliminaxies completed, the drawing be- 
gun ^^ the most absolute silence all at once 
pervaded the tumultuous assembly. The five> 
saccessftil numbers were drawn one after the 
otber^ and repeated at the same instant» and as 
if by ma|^ic, in a baa relief ^t the other end of 
the hall. -^ Each annunciation excited a murmur 
in which two parties were distinguished, like 
the chorus of an o((era ; — that of hope disap- 
pointed in the chromatic style, and that of hope 
realised in a lively and brilliant tone- It is here 
that an artist shouldi^come to study naturç, to 
observe all the movements, all the expressions 
of whici the human countenance is susceptible. 
Among so many countenances discomposed by 
sorrow» I was exceeding^ curious to examine 
that of my ambitious valet. I had not paid much 
attention to the numbers drawn : when judge 
my surprise to see my man» naturally very dull 
and very serious, his face now beaming with 
joy, capering like a madman, with a little round 
woman hanging on his arm 1 By one of those 
chaneed that &opncert all the rules of pru- 
dence, ,M the reasonings of wisdom, he had 
gained his terne^^soid made his fortune. I was 
still in the humour for giving him a seripon ; 
\mi he was not in the humour for listening. I 

* The terne in the French lottevy gives the higher 
prize, and is ' determined by the consecutive drawing 
of three choseh numbers. 
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contented myself for congratalating hlln^ni be^ 
ing more lucky than wise. He was foUowed 
with acclamations to the street» the cavalcade 
attended him to the door of his bride, at whose 
house* he on the same eveaing gave a supi>ert 
wherC) as may readily be believed, hare ragoo 
was not fcrgotten. Paul is an honest fellow : 
his good fortune r^oices me ; but I could have 
wished that ^e had owed it to other circunistan- 
ces. 
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DETACHED OBSERVATIONS.* 

THE 30ULEVARTS. 

If certain reformers were listened to, Paris 
would soon be submitted to regulations as se- 
vere as those of the Order of La Trappe. Some 
wish carriages to be prohibited, to the effect 
that people who walk may do so with greater 
comfort i others wish that horses should not be 
allowed to go quicker than at a walking pace ; 

• The»e foll^»^ another papeiv occupied with indif- 
ferent correspondence, which are oinitted, as unin- 
terefttlog to the English reader. 
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^eseivfould have the streets transformed into 
tanals ; those agaia complain jthat the fountains 
flow day and night. Some persons, probably 
{rom having had their* chins* sciiitched by a 
mâket, break forth.Again8t the {layers at shut- 
tiecock before doors, and they even go the 
length of^a decoration of war against those little 
troops of ballad singers an^ jugglers that enli- 
ven the boulevarta from the Temple of Glory 
all the viray to the Arsenal, under tbe pretext 
that they obstruct people on business— that they 
favour the desi^s «f jHck-pockets, and the 
]>rojects of some noctpfhal beauties. But canr 
such slight inconveniences, in so great a city, 
counterbalance the advantages afforded by these 
spectacles to the thousands of people belonging 
to the )|>wer classes of socie|y, at an expense so 
small, and as a relaxation in the evening from 
their hard work ? We will noi dissemble the 
pleasure which we ourselyes*receive from slip- 
ping about among thç curious groups that ga- 
ther round these operators, of whom one offers 
you an incomfiarable dentifrice ; another a acour- 
ing stone which would restore the linen enve^ 
lofie of an Egyptian mummy to its original co- 
lour; a third," a fiomaturn ^ymeans of which 
hair may be mad» to grow m the twinkling of 
an tyey^the whole to be 7ia4for the trifling sum 
of a couple of sous. How^ is it possible to pass 
without notice these rivals of» Beaumé and 
Klaproth established for some days on the hoM' 
hysLtt PoisonniereP ' '^ "' 
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It is with the simple q>{iandus o{ a i^i>k| a 
bottle and some glasses, that this £r«t-nue che- 
nuist demonstrates the properties of BCfdst and 
^y means o^a solution of tournesol and a little 
vinegar, pours out from die same phial a liquor 
"which assumes in succession the colour of vine, 
beer, cyder,* and brandy. At the distance of a 
few paces may be seen those two little girjs 
who earn their subsistence by the &cility which 
they have acquired of whirling each other round 
for a whole hour with incredble velocity. Fur- 
ther on is a whole family^ from, the grand^ither 
âo the infant jast takifei from the cradle, who 
execute upon the &ded remains of a 'Bergamt 
carpet, feaU of tumbling^ which amase while 
they make us shuddef. Join to these ballad 
singers the Barbary organ, to which û sung 
the romance of th© flower gérdener-^tne phy- 
àcian who demonstrates the properties of the 
Leydlui phial— 'the buffoon who chaunts the 
Bourbonncdite i^^4kc temples of Peatum in shab- 
by earthenware ; — ^the 6hlpMz/V«/fcln colourdi 
glass;— .mountebanks, -pappets, the bustle of 
four theatres, and one hundred and eight coffee 
houses lighted up Hke ball room^;— one may 
then have some notion of the spectaole which 
the boulevarts present, and j^issent* from ' the 
6pinion of these cynict who propose to banish 
so m^ny charming objects, *with the design of 
making a proineftade as majestio and ^s gsqr fts * 
the grand ailf^y of the Luxemburg. 
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THE DAY OF A TICKET PORTER.* 
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curas homiitam \ O qoftntum est in rebus mane. 

FESa. Sat. I. 

Que de soins on prend, j|ue de [HÂne on se donne 
pour les choses frivoles. 

What cttçs da «e tneount^, what pains undergo» 

for frivdlousithings ! * ' . 

It % not' to -^the rich atope, that Paris is a 
land of milk and honey, {un paya de Cocagnt) 
but to those also who know àow to use the ad- 
vantages and enj(^ments, which this town pre- 
acnt^ to them, in whatever situation their ïot 
may be cast. Like many o|bers, I too have 
passed through all the degrees of good and bad 
fortune, 'an(} I am not qiite sure, that I have 
been more h^ppy with sixty thousand %res a 
year, in a fiue hotel of thtf faubourg S^nf Ger- 
main, than I have since i>een in my fourth floof 
in St. Lazarus-9treet. Fhad then, instead of a. . 
number of servants» my door-keeper, that light- 

♦ « 

* Commiétionaire. They wear b^ges like thoAe in 
London 1 and abound at the comers of the principal 
•treets. % * 

Vol.. I. G , 

. • ♦" • * 



I 

i 



74 THB DAY OF A .TICKET POETKIl. 

ed my fire, prepared* toy' breakfig^tt aa# ar« 
ranged my room «s y^eW as the most cleVer ya- 
lei*Kie-chainbre.' I had no longer ii^ my i^uoue» 
or rather in my pay, two dt thi«e^ very useless 
servants, who disputed with each other for tba 
honour of attending^ *^me in the worst manner » 
but for fifteen sous I had*at my commapd every 
morning a^little commissionairifi very intelK^nt, 
very neat, and ve^ Jio»est. I. had no ionger 
any carriage at my iserviae, bii't tw« or three 
steps from me, I found twi^nty coaches on «the 
public stand ; I the lei^ regretted the lo$s of 
my cook, when 1 remembered that from da^ 
break a hundred tavern-keepers, in all corners 
of Paris, were engaged not only to prépqtre my 
dinner, but to provide for tfe» slightest caprices 
of my appetite. "■ • i. 

I have discovered, in the mediocrii^' of. my' 
fortune (6n M^hich I. repose with as much vo- 
luptuousness as Horace^) an advantage which 
the turn of my mind «and of my taste makes me 
value very highly: It is that of putting myself, 
(if I may be alid^ed the expression) into con- 
tact with all ciassets of society, and of being 
able to embrace, at one glance, the interval 
whic!jt*separates extreme poverty from extreme 
çpuience^ I have made it my study, and c\t 
ttie same time my pleasure, to observe th\c 
•manners, and to sketch a portrait of the presejbt 
day, and this task, imposes upon me the obligL 
tioa.of stopping with eqnai interest \p paiac|es 
ftwd' in huts ; of visiting, magazines» shops aiii 
sialic; of dining ^{jernately in# the saloonls %{[ 
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BeaMMiêrt and the esfiing house of La Cour^ 
tille; èf spending one eTenii^g in the dress 
boxes «f the opera, and the next in the galleiy 
of- the Ambigu ; df smoking my pipe in the 
coffee room of the Hameau i Rfter just having 
taken an ice in the Café de Roi. This variety 
of manner», languages, habits, composes a truc^ 
mend panoravsa» which under the hand of a 
skilful painter would mclude a proper arrange- 
sitent of liie wliole yopul^on of Paris. 

The w4iole science of observation, seems to 
me^to reduce itself into two points; to hear 
what^he rich say, and tomiake the poor speak. . 
Faithfol to this maxim, I never omit entering 
into conversadon, whenever an opportunity 
presents itself, with coach-men, water-carriers, 
old elpatbiBmen ; all people that have much to 
tell, beeause they have seen much. More than 
once these dialogues have furnished me with a 
proof that fortune, in distributing places, some* 
timea commits very gross mistakes. The man 
that has just now Jeft me as in exafmple of this, 
and a being who with respedf to his language, 
his character, and his sentiments, one would, 
nevef expect to encounter at the comer of a. 
street. 

This commiadonairc brought me Ik letter ; I 
seized it without raising my eyes, and content- 
ed myself with saying, that no answer was want- 
ed. Astonished Id observe that he did not go, 
I fancied that he might be deaf, and I repeated 
wilh a louder voice, that no answer was wanted. 
^< I hear you -^ery well, Sir,'^* said he si^iJing, 
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" but 1 9^ see that jromdo not 



-*-p." No- friend/*— ^' Yet I ha^^e rim saanir oaes- 
sages for ycMiy* v^ben fou lived in St Le^arua- 
street: it is true that this isra loajç lîaie ii|^ ; 1 
vas then only nxteeo years .old."-^<< How 1 is 
it possible that yoq are the littir bc^ r'«— <<.«ha 
carried yoir notes without any direodtfs every 
)norning to that pretty lady in tt* Florentine- 
street. Solely by the maiiaer) .in whMb the 
chambermaid gave the^ansper ipto fUtf haads^l 
k^ew already if you would pay 4» mj^coimiiis- 
sion doub]y." — ^^ You have a good m&anoary^my 

. poor Chambéri !*' — ^^ If you want, me durii^ 
the day or Aie nighty Sir» ydh haiie oaly to 
speak; I ain not 4]uite so quiek as I l^as» but 
perhaps in writing to ladies^ you do net require 
still that I should return with so mnA s|»ed." 
<( Ah ! no, my b<^ ; all my commisskipsy tooy 
are now of the same, price. But 1»% us taUc of 
yourself; you have not ctenged your^H^attoDy 
I believe, though the opportunity woukl have 
been iavoUi'able/'-r-^ I have idlways been con- 
tented ^th the present bne ; I k>ve indepen- 
dene»; end to' be nobody's aervaht, I have be- 
come that of all the'iw^rld.*'— Thtin vrour af- 
' furs tlnpive well ?"—.«( I live,* and I finu means, 
at the éa4 of the year, totiave three or four 

■ lN^ap(^eons d'or saved : but therd are bad days : 
yesterday, for example .... that cursed day ! 
PU not forget* it as lAng as.i live."— <« Take a 
glass of wine and teU me i^ut it.'' <^*This is 
my slory of yesterday. At six/o'clock in Uie 
morning, a Kttle lady of Travershre^treet sent 



• 

for 8104 9lie.cb«i^d me- to go to meet a young 

gentl#iiiaii,^.wl]^ was .to arrive at Paris in two 
hour» u|>àD the road from LjiofiSy and to deKver 
10 hifQ^.a note of ihe greatest importance. Fur- 
nished with my i&stn«c4ionst I post myself at' 
ihe barrier ; I watt, nobody comes ; I retimi 
to the kdy; the house was all in afi uproar^; 
the. yoiMig maikr having arrived by a different *^ 
road, h|^ been received bgr the husband in slip- 
pers» wliogi he ^magjned to be at a great dis* 
tuQce^ and the^ipcpl^^tion between them, was 
so sharp, that I took good care hot to go in to 
ask foi^my money. 

^' I returned i!b my post ; on m^ way I was 
stopped to assist ajoniniature pafnter, in remov* 
în^;. I mount ii ve pair of stairs in Moon-stree t ; 
—I agree upon the price» and descend loaded 
with th^ whole furnitare of the young anise» 
but at ihe bottom of the .staircafe,^he wine 
Tuercbant takes two chairs and a pier gl^s ^ 
Tram me» to pay, as he says, a' small bill, that 
the painter forgot; to discbai^ge. «The tailob,; 
th^ butcher, the wasber-wciman waited in the* 
court; tbey fbll0>%the example of the wine 
meEcliant ; each seizes some piece of furniture, 
and in the twinkling of an eye, the rempvAlwas/ 
accomplished. Tlw poor yputhi witness of his 
disaster, bore it with . great good humour, and < 
wentoff laughing with his box of colours under 
his arm, iQ finish the portrait of an actress of, 
the Ambig% to tjjie payment of which, I have 
hcea referred for ray wages. When I teft turn, 
^^young.man) ikat had just stept.oi^ of a hired 
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dhaÎBC) whèfe he wvs seated widi aBltle wcnsBan 
K^tLwery droll^fig^ure» came to m^y â^livered to 
iltie a caae Iti red movocco leather, hoôgbt at 
Bamesaon's, and aft^ having takeri the D«mber 
of my badge, di^red me to take that bojc to a 
Pawn«brokèr's in the neighbourtiood, to borrow 
y^cty franfts upon it, and to bring them* to him 
^ at La Galiote's» id the rootti N<fr 15. The mo- 
ney-tender, to whom f addressed mrself| after 
having examined the secilrityf wo» not lend 
me more than a dozen of franeÉft; a' second was 
not more {renereus : I did not accept of a 
sum so sma}!, And went to la Galiote's lo give 
the young gentleman an account of the smaH 
seccesa of my meaAige. 'Nio waiter brought 
tbe bill fer breakfast ; it amounted t# thirty-two 
francs ; my employer ))ad aelied upon the pawn- 
IHoker for dîachargîng it. Deprived of this re- 
source, dtl was to be confeœed to the young 
Ml]r^ho,to:jescspe fh>m la Galiote's, was obHg- 
edNto lèave-her snajvrl as apledge^ This connmis- 
sion did not^bring me m^e Ihan the others. 

" I began to betomenil-htrnioured, wlie^ a 
^entlçman approached me «on the boulOvart, 
^ asked if I was etrong enough toi cavry twelve 
•€hoUstn4 francs In crownpietes ; I answered in 
the alEfmatiye, and' walked on with him towards 
^ tiie hotel Grangy-Betelilre, with a firm belief 
, that this job would indemnify me, for .all the 
former. We ascenS to the rootns of a Ger- 
man baroo, who neceives us in the tnost tirutai 
fnanner ;' he prbtendç that we did not honestly 
gain from biin> 3|he sun», that W% claimed, and 



fimély proposes to give us two hHfiëfed. louîs, 
m fmt€» fia^Me in ^x tmnths. .We ivere 
d9l|ged to be centemed. . He, who had carried , 
me thîÉier, left tlfe rooin| d^aiming < against 
the indelieaey of gamblers in oiir days, who d« 
not scruple %» pay the bills of the baker and the 
butcher, in preference to the sf ored debts «f 
the gaming table/ which were Iprmerly cleared ^ 
in tweiUjv^r hours.' Ikiylig' these words my 
iriehd leditfes me, and dkappeara likelightmng. 
I did net lose Wtf time in ^running fift«* him. 

" l^ight was come ; it was very tainy ; I left my 
braces, to take an'umfordtta to attend the walk- 
ers coming out from the^theatre cfes Variétés : 
before the end of the last pf^ce, a military man 
committed a young giii of sixteen or seventeen 
years to my care, denring me taaceompany her 
totheRueGrenier-St.-Lazare. Shewasavely 
nice litde m»ntua-maker \ the poor child acce* 
lerated her mareh as much as ^e could, aekiiig 
> me at every sta|> what o'clock it waa. »We«ar- 
rived at last I she knocks * at the entrance of a 
cfurt ; the deor opens, aild while she is em- 
ployed in searching her pocket for moneys h<r 
fftther who had been waitln^forhtr in the por*. 
tar's lodge, bursts upon us with an éîxplositfh 
so terrible,' that w^hdut thinking ff my wageâ, 
the door \vas slapped in my #ice, and^I was left t' 
in the street a ^od deal mqre distressed at the .. 
damsel's mishap, than n^ own. • 

» I am liot easily discouriiged ;— it was ele- 
ven o'clock — 1 4iad a last Resource and instinOy 
restored lo4tf — wiih'^l light f^ myha«d I went 
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to the rue Bons-E«£in8, to the door of gaming 
houjii, in the hc^e of beii^ ciiiploy<^ by some 
lucky plftyer, whose genero&ity would i e^ay me 
for the whole day. 

** About tiro o'clock in the morning, a stout 
man appears wrapped up in ^ greatcoat ; I asl|- 
ed«the usual qu|»tioa 4--^ Will she gentleman have 
M, light ^ < ConA|i march op^ ^oq rascal T as- 
awered he^-^Th» i^^ophe .aetoie^«tûu.m«, a 
good omeni (there are ^ many people insolent 
in their prosperity 1) I took it ajp^n ord^t and 
trotted away bcilore this grander to the epA of 
the rue J^euve St,- Eustace: he knocked repeat^, 
edly at the door of a furnished lodging; while 
the porter was rou^g to open the door, I a*k- 
ed fifteen sous. for my eirând : ^Jifteen hqusV 
amwered the noan in a voice iike^ Uu»oder, <i/ 
the Passe'dix* had, left me Jifteerk boua^ I would 
have efient it on ëoufh instead of hiring, n ligM.* 
HagiMng 9aid this^hç «hut the d^^orand I re^nm^ 
sadly, to ^y abocle, thinkingt by way of conaola-' 
tion, that days succeed, but do not resemble 

«ach other,'* '^ Here i« a pro^f of it»'* C^id 

I to this b^ve fellow, putiin^^a Napoleon d'or 
into his handj^ !< CÀne ^ain to see m& my ladt 
you are , honest^b gay and witty ;-~it is only 
people like you that ought to come to my her- 
' 4 mitage iiuwhateve% garb tj^ey appear i and this 
is the reason I see so few people." 
^ %. 

• Pass€'<Hcr, a game of dianèe^ played* with three 
«lice. • . • 
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DETACHED OBSERVATIONS. 

|l pc^tson vho kad onlf ob6 daf to spend in 
PariS} nug^, without qnhting th^ Paiaie Royal 
form a tolembly es^actidea of thf resources, ad- 
vantages ma încanvemence» of this immense 
capital.-— ^e garden^^JIbe galleri^*^the cof- 
fee-houal»s«*!^l|aiiiiiiç-h0U8es^nclosed within 
the fft^cincts 0$ the Palais, pcestnt, at eVerv 
hour of the day, pictures \|^lfose chief ment 
consist| iii^heif variety .«^Towards nine in the 
TOoming, in fine weather, pcëtîcians 'assemble 
near the Rotuadai and for* the moderate coniri* 
hatioB of ofte sous are made acquainted with the 
, news that are to form the É(dh|ect of tiie day*s 
conversatioa. 

At ten o'clock ihe coffee-house He Wiarti^es 
begins to be €lled witK men of business who 
come to breakfast a lAfom^chette^ and to wait 
th^re till* the hour when the office opens. From 
noon till thfre o'«i)ock at the LtmtMn co0ee* 
hou^e, those who are ctf ed Aie lUqnenters of* 
the Palais Ro^al assemble, to i#tw afterwards 
to the dilTercsit reeeptacles of business and plea* 
sure of ^hicb this plaee is composed.'— At four 
o'clock .the garden tvulks can scarcely contain 
the ctTowd of merchaiftSit-^rading agents— and . 
courtiers—- who, too* much squeezed in the Vir- 
ginia passage^ cyn here* more freely regulate 
the Amaierdam bancaf:\h^ rate pf.thè public 
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funds, and the pdce «f c<iionial pToduce.-«-At 
fir» o'clock the - «eats in th# same aiieys arc 
partly otciipied by those poor devils who are on 
the watch for the passing^ of 'some friend, or 
. some dupe, on wKbse ptirse they found their 
hopes of s^dlnner.<>^At8e^n o'cVpck those «Ho 
have been fortunate at play, and fordgners who 
have dined a{ 4f^udet*ê or at the Frqrtê'P^Aroen^ 
faux, come to complete tlieir repML under the 
fiotunda of tlie Caveau with ices, llqueu», or 
Roman punciki— In tke evening the pm^menade 
•of the garden^ if the weathet be' fine-'^^r the 
arcades, in case it rains«*-are reserved for the 
raatless idlers, w!io èave spent the4lM)mtng in 
vain exertions to procure admissions to uie the- 
atres gratUy or for the young country feilowsi 
who are quite surpri^d at the suddM impres- 
i^sion they make on the fair damsels who people 
this retreat ;--~for the inhabitants of the MaraU 
or the Pay^latin who come On a partyof pka- 
8Uie - to' eat ices in tha Café de FU* Fioaiiy 
from midnight tin two oViock, the Lyonese 
coffee-house, and that of the bmpire, are the 
resort of a crowd of persans^ the majority of 
whom wou^dhesHate to give an account of tile 
way in wliich tifey had spent the day.* 

- Af|^r having cast a glance upon»the Psimis' 
Royul and its frequenters, L shall drawa aketch 
of the garden of the TuiHbries.— .This4tftHDe- 
nade, the finest and tnost c^rowded in Paris» has, 
like all others, its pardcukr visitors, who suc- 
ceed each other at différent lloiy*s. Aboat seven 
o'clock tn the pornitigk when the gates are 
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ope^edt it is noftinteiniBon to observe young 
men who tmve quarrelled at 3onie public place, 
enter two by two, to meet their advet^aeries at 
Godeau*9 cofff e4teu8e, a proceeding which most 
commonly ends in a mutuÂ expla^tion. At 
ten o'clock) v»ne actors come to s|iidy their 
parts u\ the shade of the side #alks.-— Towards 
mid-xlay a swarm of those danisms whose only 
hitsioess l^4f> improve their complexions, dis« 
perst thenifeWes in thcrifirincipal walks» where 
they aea# themselves neg%ently» ;ivith a book 
iji their baiids, i^aiting for the arrival of those 
U6w corners, whose G»^c|uest tiiey meditate»*^ 
At fotir o^lock, young «nen in their ridÎQg 
dresse* and belles in neglige^ reiurnlng StcxsK 
tbe B^s 4c Boulogne^'ComQ to wait for the hour 
ivhen it is||ime to repair lo the toilette.-^At six 
o'clock the picture changes; — the w^'lks and, 
grass plots are iovered with nursery maids and 
children;—!-^ wjoile the Htâle braui are shc^utr 
ing innocently en the terf, their youngs gover- 
nantca are listening \s> the gpiLllant proposals, or 
«tnorou» advances of the lovers in liveq^i wli^ 
ftcooni^any tbr^m^ At seven o'clock, all the jpo- 
itticians . of the Faubourg '%m/.6jgp«un,-^the 
tenants of Zii/rirrre^/— smd old^^Hponers, as- 
seiphle on ih^'PettVf-Proi^tfiice,where.iheycQn- 
versef*«<learing their brains witi> immense 
pmch(§ qf snuff— about the progress of the 
Lotwy®^— the leai^thvof the bridge of Jena — the 
height of the Seine*r^the variations of Cheva- 
lier's thermometet^-^perfectly aware that at 
iû»e o'clock their -plafli^s will, be giv^n >ip te 
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Iktie miUîners, wbo hare jkstlh«n quitted tlieir 
work rooms to rejoin some lawyet^» clerks es- 
caped fr«m their desks.— Ten o'clock strikes, 
and the beat of drum gives tke hapj^ lover^ 
sigrnal to retraat— ^ere I have only presented 
groups ;— «but what a nice varied [Hcture might 
be made out of âhe Hngle day in the Garden of I 
the Tuilleriea^l would furnish a subject for 
another. Ls Sage I 
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. ^ THE ALMANACKS. 

■■ ■ ■ N ugifl addcie pendua» 

. Hoa^Ep^XlX. 

• CoNviNEB to my easy diair by rheumatiafli) 
(which I would have curedi in xnf ye«t)t} with 
a bowl of tttfiich instead oif the pearl barley 
which my plyàiijîan now prescribes forme) I had 
nothing better to do than to turn ever the leayes 
of the rxw Almanacks which my oooksellev had 
just broiight to me. * \ 

Casting my eye over the catalogue of novel- 
ties which he had left on ray table, it was not 
without astomskment that • counted eixty^tvto 
Alrmnaçkêy^i^ j;reatei^art lyrical (chantam.) 
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But why so ibany songs î Gn^at effects suppose 
^reatcaus^;-^*^eat produotsy great wants. — 
iiow h0W does it happen that the fabricators of 
couplets increase in the same proportion tiiat 
the consumption of them éimintshes. 

Epr ejcamplsi we shall have, this season» six 
or seven thousand Hew song9t(I reckon . 19 this 
Ai umber the contingent of the f^rovindal Alma* 
nacks); but for whom do these indefatigable 
song-mak^s wbrk ?— The people in the coun- 
try ale-houses sing nothing but the old ditties, 
consecrated from time immemorial to celebçsite 
their pleasures. In saloons nothing is sung 
now except grand Italian airs, the expression 
of which is so much the ^ore admirable be- 
cause notother words are used in them but :— 
JDolce amotre^ ndo èene^ la ma /<?&*n7«\— If, now 
and then, at the end #f a concert, some young 
ladies still venture to sigh out a l^rench ro- 
mance, it isionly out of respect to Fkaitade or 
JDondmçue their masters.-— and apologising for 
it to the assembly, which would attach much 
more value to a triile (I' would not he Mstened 
to if I ^erenow t^- eaU it a caâenca) thanihe 
most ingenious or deltGete*thoug]it^ I compare 
these numerous almapacks^ oi our dayiv filled 
witli anacireof tics-*erottcs-*satirics— and gas- 
troitomics, to tl^ese vast English itiagazinea ixh 
which bales of goods are eonfusedly pUed up ^ 
fo^ warn of a mtu'ket» ai>j(l are every day losing 
their value. • • * • 

It may ho objedled, that comparison is not 
reason-«>and that thea» collections mu^tbe s^ld 

Vol. I. H 
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skice they are printed, aûtl increase in 'timnber 
every year ;— >biit the çr^t vent fbr almanac]» 
(the most econoniical of all Christmas ^Boxe^} 
does not suppose a demand fur the songts^ and 
only proves that U Is more eaay to prodtice « 
^olle<9lioni9f lyrical follies than nonsense oftoy 
othe» kind, * 

it is a fact that thete is now less singing, 
tnnch less than formerly, (takiner the word ««5-- 
ing in its old acceptation) and Tbr' tfiis simple 
reason, xYfSit we are less gay ;— «and we are less 
Pfay because dQ^ners at «ix o'clock, prolonged 
,till eight, have brought &ek the suppression of 
suppers, and must ultimately bring on the ruin 
of great spectaclcs»*to which several other cir- 
cumstances concur.-^I shalînotnow tfneamëbr 
myself with a subject which I m«an some day 
thoroughli^ to discuss, b^recallhig those ftetitt 
aoufiers which the good Carmontelie enlivened 
by his* proverbs, — Musson by his wit— «nd Du- 
gazon by his anecdotes.-^! sîialt^cal, with sUII 
greater pleasure, tho^e which the elder CoHe 
rendered so delightful by his amorous son^, 
which the ceTjêor wonld not fiemiit to ftaan, but 
which jovial company sometimes allowed.-«^T 
think 4 still 6ee him with^*bis black velvet dress, 
his loimd wig» and his pdrrot nose, draWtnç 
•mysteriously from his pocket a manuscript in- 
clpsed in a fi«^xible morocco cover, and malî- 
ciously chooslngone of those pretty songs which 
ladies èould otily listen to behind their fans, hv.l 
which were so spiriffed, grateful, and gay, that 
it M'as iitposBible not to eKcuse their lioenirou^- 
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» 

nefts. This ouatom of singing in the eretàtfl^ 
at talkie» prevailecK amo»g all classes : in our 
times Qothing would appear more ricXcutous. 

If jnre except a few mechanics who» whil* 
they work) chaunt the romanee whose tune they 
hàxç ieamed by listening^- to Barbapry organs» 
and somç children wbo psaliiTodise to their pa- 
rents nurses tak%u froia/Ae Pkmassuê qf SentU 
jnerUf there is nov)onger any sing^ig at Paris 
hut on thé" 20th* of ty try month» at the Rocher 
de Qincaléé 

This remark does not prevent pe from agree- 
ing to the piygress made by our literature-^in . . 
almanacks». # 

In mf youth) the. présents I received every 
New Year's Day» eonsisted oïftretty Ckriatmaa 
boxcêf the oiAy ornaments of which were somo. 
coarse engravmgs, ani red sheep ^Mp binding. 
The inside contained some ai^dresses» two or 
three fashicmable vaudevUiee, and a calendar 
irbich contain e d t he fUyiêe^ of tèe moon— -and 
the eccletioêtical comfiutatioth^dXi^ the movetéle 
feasts. — Still there are dîfferept sorti of .alma- 
nacksy though they are not all equally fit for 
gifts. For instance, it is usual on the first day , 
of the year that ^^e t^ette^the vide-fiocMei ihe 
bonheur du jour of a young lady Should b« filled 
with almanachs, but you will not firul among* 
them either the Chanêonmerdea ^n*^^, which 
common paper and bad printing renders more 
wonby of figuring in suba)t(srn receptacles :— <- 
nor La Lyre d^jin^créorij the delight of milli- 
ners ;-^nor VAhnanachdeFamUlêy the Resource * 
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of governesses and tutors ;-— nor the Càansofi* 
nier des Graces^ in s^«eof iti title. — ^The ahna- 
nacks of |;ood taste \?liich are alone adnikted 
Id the honour of the closet arc — le Petit Mma- 
naeh des Dame^^ tÂlmtmach dédié aux JDemoi* 
êeliesy l*Jlfnanach de fe Cour et de la Fiite, IPM- 
-manach dédie aux Dàmesy and ten or twelve 
others recommended by ^imtlsu* qtialiées; — 
that is to say, the beauty of ^e engravings, of 
the type and of the paper, bythe richness of 
the binding, in wMch m<àiair, tabby, andmoroc^ 
CO, are displayed in a hundred ways. 

But this renown is «nly short-lived ! Scarcely 
have these proud almanacks shone ft few days 
in the white and petflimed handà of -the &ir 
lady to whom they have been presented as a 

• proof of the addrirtibn of her admirers ;— «cafce'» 
ly has Twelfth pay arrivbd when these^beauti- 
ful little books are abandoned to children, or 
pass fh)m the saloon to the anti-chambeis 
where their ornamented leaves and splendid 
-binding still) for a few moments^ amuse some 
lacy fbotnmn. 

Sic transit gloria mundi. 

How much preferable fs the leas brilliant but 
more certain ^istcsice of the good Jtlmanaeh 

•de Got/iuy which for sixty years' has peaceably 
vegetated in Germany f by means of which there 
is no- German baron who cannot in tintie of need 

. establish his genealogy with as muah attthem»* 
city as if he pretexted a mobitiarv chart from 

* the tim% of Rodolph of Hapsburg! The editor 
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of thi9 Almanack has the means of acquirinjg^ a 
sr«at fortune (I do not pretend to say he makes 
nxsc^ï them ;) as he keeps a regis|er of the age 
cf all the princesses of Europe, it is possiSe 
that he may no( always record literally the dates 
of ith^ir births, aad tha4 he may retrench for the 
benefit of some high and mighty dames th» 
years lavished ^pen them by ^me. * 

The first and i^^st Almanack is still, the •///- 
manach des MUws^ fallen a» it is from its primi- 
tive splen(k|i(!r^ It is not now adorned with 
the names oTV^ol taire, of ôreuH«etvof£olardeau, 
of BerUn,of Leonatd, of Qilhert ; but like these 
iiiheritoes of high birth, who l>ear in obscurity 
a name rendered ilbistm)us by their ancestors, 
am) wlio still enjoy their prerogatives, the AU 
manack of iàe Muêé$t such» a» It is, such as it 
may become in future, is sure to Ifnaintaip its 
station at the end of the year, 'as % sequel to the>^ 
48 volumes of the cotle<yion,- and to close, its* 
career with honour on the |helv«s of a library. 
Four worlis of the same, kind, have in my. opi* 
nion, rights tx> the same privilege^ — ^these are 
le Miuvel Mmanach des Muses (sometiniés a 
fortunate rival of the oM one) les Etrennes Ly^ 
riqtte^ H Pof^»Fevill$^ Franfais^ and les Mtren^ 
nes de I» Jeunesse, Tl^re will be Sound in thpse 
sooie names of good augury, and some produc» 
tiofis from the l»nés of masters. - 

It would be airlBJury to ih^Carveau Moderne^ 

even to place it at the \\e%^ of the collections 

of songs t|)a^ are produaed every New Y^r's 

Day.— «This annual compiiation does» not re* 

'id 2 ♦ 
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cemmehd itself like tlie others hj ao imposing 
eicterior : it is covered ivith simple brown patpmri 
the modest case» of Limages aBd the charaq^ers 
ofPerronneaa compose its whole typographic 
attraction ; but several names acknowledged hy 

".the Muses are inscrilieé at the bottom of its 

'pages. 

I shall not finish my review of the Alma- 
nacks of 18 13/ without mendoning ^hat of M. 
Blanchard published for the user of youth. — 
This respectable bookseller êwsfbrates his 
magazine exclusively to t\^p instruction asnd 
amusement of infancy^ which has acquired him 
the surname of the Bergtdn of the Boo^elèers* 
-—His Vbole stock contests «of le Càensonniere 
du premier âge; of the FabUr du seewtd age $ of 
Ihe J^iutarque de 4a jeunetee*} of Pttit ia Bru- 
yères of the Morale de l^Etifanee ; of the Ow- 
^lle de /'*Arttr« ^which mean» a •collection of 
compUmëiits for the ii^rth-day of alt the pafaV 
and all the mamma's in the French empire). 

It may be concluded from this article that I 
am very little pleased with the Almanacks of 
1812^ I find iirthem however all the elometits 
of a small che/d*éeuvre of this kind, and I innie 
ail the Booksellers to exfkcute it for 18 lâ^ ttaîng, 
a process like that cmplayed by Apelles» 

iRedfie to make a good and becfUt^fUl Almandtk. 

Take from thÔ olév^lmanack dea Musea^ the 
Rfnaile to my friend wlndrieuXj by M. Ducis ; 
îho i\vùfkblea of M. Arn^Tlt ; the fii^t eiegy of 
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Aiadame Batsois^ le deffuisement of M. MUie* 
vof»9 and the sonnet of Mr. Vigéf ;-*-lrom ie 
noftxtri Aimanack des Mitsesi ^àe hào JkRamona^ 
rtesy of Chénier ; the Oaià of Hannibal^ by M. 
François ée îie»i(chkte;m.tfnyndietiè to li/e^ by 
the late DoraQge,«-ifrqm the Caveau Moderne,. i 
the following song| : Hell in good humour, tha 
griê€Ut and remuer, by M. de Piis, Vùinglaia au 
Cavean lu 'horme^ lAnd la Matemdae Chaueon^ by 
M. Désafuquiêrs ; Entrer et^ sortir^ by M. Ar* 
mand-€k>u4peMr V^drntUe dt9 jimansy by' M. Du« 
paty ; k lit de Refto^yhy Mv &ouf emont ; le Ca" , 
lendrier de Ûamouf^^ by M. Chazet;vle Ikmneur 
de Comeilê et jUlez^donCf by M. de Braisiett. 
Let Didot print the poetry, .upon satin paper: 
aéd the pretty engravktgs of l^Mmanack dédié 
aux DemmseUes^ the ailegoricar vignette of the 
jiimanach des Darnes^ the «excellent Calendar 
whUh is to b^ found in the Anmmre^ publishec^ 
by tiie Bo#d of Longiti^e, and a, ifew of the 
charming aivs, by BoyeldieU) Dalvimar, and 
Berton, which coiiclude the Chanwnmer^fits 
Graces, Let the whole be bound by Bozerian 
or Rosa, and take measures t^ sell the Ahnai • 
nackat a masonable price, and you need neithep 
dread oompetitbn nor hmtation. 



DETACHES OBSERVATIONS. 

There are many people in Paris who know 
none of thç public places in it, except the Fran- 
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^alS) tke Opera, tba Boij^ffons and the Comic 
Opera;—- thiey know -that there is a theatre du 
Vaudeville^ . a picturesque th^atrer—- others» 
where melo-drames and pantominioa are exhi- , 

- bited ; but they have no notion of that multitude» j 
of popular apeetacles wl^clf one meets at every" 
step on the boulevarta^ or under the galleries o£ 
the PalaU'Royal^ of whic|^ I have just made 
the tour.— -i--T[\e Erst*— in point of antiquity, 
at least— is that of the Chinese Ombreê of Sieur 
Seraphim : a true'theatre, whifih has its actors, 
its authors, and what is more its printed piecesi 
the principal of which is the-fumous/^onZ-CMtfe, 
«^joying for thirty years the right of atauaing, 
every evening at the same hour, the cfowd of 

. nursery maids and children of whom it is the 
delight. 

At the distance wof a few paces, under the 
same gallery in the PaiaiB jRojjltl,- there has 

' lately bee^k established an elefihqnt auttmnatonf 
which, at the sound of the warlike music, exe- 
cutes with precision diverse movements of body 
and trunk :— but why deceive the publk by an* 
nouncin^ an elephant of the natural bulk, when 
the fact IS, that this automaton is not half the 
ordinary size of the «quadruped which it repre* 
tents? ^ . . 

In the passage de Lorme (a pretty glass gal- 
lery, which establishes an elegant and conveni- 
ent communication between the^ rue St, Honore 
and that of Rivoli) a$6 exhibited the Dutch Ca* 
nary bird$y and one is^ at a loss whether to ad* 
tnire most the obedience c^ these little animals, 
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or the patieaeeof tfaek b8trfi€tor.~It b doQbt«' 
ful whether the Me^erter of Sedaine, or eve» 
that of M. IMiencier ever inspired so much in- 
terest a9 one of the little Canary WnrdB» con» 
deinned to be 'shot, for ^e same CMrime, and 
subimteing to^-its fafe with much more heroic 
Gouvage. 

These featfaeredSictors amused me much, 
more than the Neapolitan Fu/tfd who chatter a* 
forei^ language, and who to a Freneh apecta^ 
tor, have not eyen the khid of interest that at* 
taches to the puppets that stroll through the 
streets. -*' ' 

Behold me omce more on the Boulevart ip 
the grotto of the éneon^rehermùe fnun : after 
hsmai^ swallowed pehbles fér some years, he 
now- feeds, hkeself by rods^ tw^ty*eight inches 
leng^ whkh he contrives, without any sleight of 
handf to convey quite entire into his stomach.' 
«—This experiment would have astonished me 
much more, if I had' forgot what I saw per- 
formed in the East Indies by some jugglers, 
still mo«e ùteomfirehmuiôie than the man of the 
Belilevarts,a8 they swallowed a sabre blade two 
feet long, and an inch and a half bioad. 

Beside thi» rabdùfihagixe is aimenagerie in 
which is shown under the name of a female 
Orang' Outang^ a hideous monkey, the extre- 
mities of the mawimé o£ which have been paint- 
ed en rose for the benefit of connoisseurs. One' 
is indemnified for this cheat, by seeing the fly- 
ing ape.«-Ndthing can be more, astonishing 
thao. *this little amiaal, whkh in addreas and 
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BgilUy surpasses all the Ravels and Foriosos in 
éhe world. 

One of the things that pleased me most in 
tny walk) (notwithstanding the emphatic title, 

- which rather ofitoded me, was the Pcmotùma 
\of the Umveime, by M. Privost,— The pictures 
"* are varied and well cl osen;the light distiibut* 

ed wi^ much art^ and ini«' genera the optical 
effects, and the perspective are worthy, iû my 
opinion, even of arresting for some moments, 
the attention of connoisseurs thegiselves. Above 
ftll^ I admired a^ effect of snow on one of the 
places of Moscow, in whieh the iUttsion was so 
^mpleie as to leave nothing to be wislied for. 
«-In less than, an hour, by means of a score of 

- pictures which pa%8 before your eyes, you tra- 
verse the four quarters of the globe in the most 
economical and least fatiguing way ; and almost 
Vith as much advantage as three fourths and a 
lialf of the travellers who take the trouble of 
visiSng these places themselves. 

After having gone over the whole ^rthwith 
PaEvosT, CuRTius can show you Ui^ great 
melt who have adorned it» and are now assem- 
bled in the saloons of this clever modeller in 
wax.-*-The greater number of the busts are 
perfect, the dresses are rich, and even very 
exact ;-^but every thing is visibly sacrificed to 
the head. The lay figure, destitute of motion 
'and of form, only marks out the place of the 
body, the members and the form. We have a 
still graver fieproach' to urge against this other- 
wise very meiitorious artist-r-it is that he has 
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prostituted bis talent upon subjects that ought^ 
not to find a place in a public exhibition» ,and 
which would be raore ap^ropria^ly j;>laced in, ' 
the closet of a courtesan, or in an.anatomic^ 
cabinet. 

We have, terminated our course at the Café * 
de ta Vdctdrej where^ for the moderate fee of 
eight SOUS) for which you are also supplied with ^ 
a bottle of beer, permission is obtained to view * 
the representation of a piece en VaudeviUea^ 
performed by actors worthy of being successors^ 
to Cadet«Roussel. 



•^6 
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^ A FIRST REPRESENTATION IN OLD TIMES. 

Voilà de vos arrêts, Messieurs les gens de Goût ! 

PiBON, JHètromanie. 

fioc îHîs di^unH est qui stultitMiD museant $ 
' £t ut putentur sapiMM» corlum vitupérant. 
- ♦ • . PaacD. Fab» 5. 

' *' There, ye Gentlemen of tast^ so much fop your 
judgments." * 

Evert one has his hobby-horse wn caU^mr* 
* chtM as 'the French call it, on which he is 
mount edy and rides away laug^hing at th« whhn 
of his neighbour. Wits and pliilosophers tlTeni- 
/ selves are not exempt fK>i|Ei their ofie peculiar 
fancy which absorbs their faculties, and concen- 
trâtes in one object all their dîffî^rem lustre. 
Some ruin themselves in bo<*s, thesein'{>ictftres, 
those in specimens' of minerals, shells, medals, 
#r stones, and the bibliomanist, the picture fan- 
cier, th^. naturalist, the collector of «ncient mc- 
^ dais, the Archaeologist (I speak only of those 
who labour under a mania for any particular 
science, Mthout having a real taste for it,) ap- 
• pear to ifie t© be equally reasonable in their re- 
■ searches: they play ^ith science as they would 



play at cards, inconsiderately, and in all this 
tliere would be nothing ridicniout* were it not. 
for the gravity with which they engage in these 
pursuits. One of my friends is infatuated with 
a rage which has not yet spread much abroad, 
but which he has acquired in his travels with* » 
the Albums, Mnemonics, and philosophy of 
Kant It is a'Violent passion for autograph let-' 
ters. It is well known that the English (always 
ready to confound that which is only scarce 
with that which is precious) are very curious 
in their colleetions of this kind, they aniasé 
thmn at a very great expense» and intrust them 
to some eminent engraver, who re-produces 
their fac-similes for the amateurs of a lower 
order, whose whole fortune would scarcely suf- 
fice for the purchase of the originals,- Last 
week 1 paid a visit to my friend, the Jtuo^a» 
fihùmamai^ at the instant that a smiiH billet of. 
Bmkau's was brought to him ; it contained four 
lines, in which the writer excuse^ himself îwtti 
dining on the morrow with Mr. Levasseur. 
This billet was written in a style tl^ most sim- 
pleji contained no anecdote, nor any particular 
fitct, and was remarkable only for a mis-spelt 
word : with all the respect I have for the ^w- 
giver of* our Pamassus, I could not avmd e|^-^ 
pressing some littte surprise at seeing my 
fiiend pay ten loviis for a slip of paper, which 
appeared to me to have no w^x, of value-<-<< I 
understand your astonish|nent," said he, << but 
when a coUeciiooof this sort is tabe wnipleted, 
some sacrifice of iQish must be made ;" thus 
VoL.L I . • 
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-speaking he introduced and clasaed -the pre<- 
CÎOUS relic which he had justobtained in a case* 
entitled, *« The Age of Louis the Founeeath ;'* 
« you see," continued he, (pointing to a part of 
his library, where scfveral similivr poi%iblio5 
*\vcre arranged in order,) •«jroii see tlie result 
of my researches for several years ; I have ob- 
tained for 60,000 francs, manuscript lettera^'-i- 
*" For which," cried I, « the*grocer at the. cor- 
ner, the only person to whom all this rubbish 

. could be useful,would not give yon two louis.'' 
*-" VandaF' (exclaimed he, with an indignation 
moderated by supreme contempt,} *< yoo talk 
*^ Kke a man who will leave to posterity tiothing 
"^to regret nor to care for: see now to what it 
f< is^ that you ofibr such an insult. Look at 
« thts^letter from Mmtaigwe to la Btfiiiit^ so 
'< illegible, that it is not possible to print it; 

. *< see thi'^notejrom Henry thfilVth. to the Bu- 
<< chcB9 de VemeuU s this «omirf ^ MàlAeràeSi 
" wholly writtert by Racan; this, a htterjrom , 
<^ Madame de Mtintenon to Father Tel&er s this, 
" an order Jirom the prince^ giv^ the day before I 
« the battle of Senef?*-^^ Even should I con- 
<< sent to particiftete in your veneration for some 
<< few of the relics, to which^such recollections 
<' are attached, I should not the less ridicule 
<^ the care which you havelaken for the preser- 
*< vation of so many other trWng papers which 
^< have no name, no title to recommend them. 
<< For* exmiiple, of what possible vahie is this . 

«*< letter which falls under my notice : it is sign- ; 
^ed by* a Marquis D'Hegiouville, whom no- 
r • ^ 
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n body ever heard of: it is addressed to a Cctot 
«^ de Monchevrevil» who is himself only known 
*^ by seme very trifling feats of arms, and by 
*< having been,* if I remember right, the pre« 
" ceptor of the Duke de^aioe."-*-^^ You could 
not ha?« hit upon a more favourable occasion 
than this to convince yourself how wrong it is 
to decide on what you do not understand. Take 
the trouble to read that letter, and then, if you* 
dare, laugh^at the gçeat importance in which { 
hold similar writings.'* Never, I own, was a 
triumph more complet^ than bis ; after reading 
the letter, I not qp\y impticitly acknowledgicd 
that it deserved a place in his portfolio, but I 
begged him instantly to suffer me to take a 
copy,' and make it «public. I with much difïi- 
eulty succeeded, and in exchange for this ines* 
timabk fsivor^ I promi9ed to enrich' Us collec- 
tion with a fine manuscript letter from Hyder 
Ally Khan to Baii&de S^r^. 

The f<dlowing is the Marquis of Hemou- * 
vine's leUer, which I certify to be in all respects 
conformable to Ihe original. ^ 



". Fafiêy Dec. 30, 1669, 



" I take advantage, my dear Count, of a vio- 
lent coldy which has. confined me four day%to, 
my chimney corner, to tell you th4 news.of this 
part of the world. The most impsrtaat, and 
that which will gif» you the greatest pieasurC) 



100 A FXHST ESPRBBBKTATION 

is tftat M. de Oaise has obtdted Ùic king's 
pennissioD to htti« a aubi&n a| ^Âe ro|ra/ Mu«, 
a favour of which he did not fail to avail him- 
self on Soiiday, and between ourselves, with a 
little too much o^enudon. I^oontains and 
wonders are expected hom the MaKjuls de 
Martel) who boasts that he will force the Alge- 
rines into a peace ; fin* my part^ I have not ^te 
so much faith in -his prophecies. The Duke 
de Vermandois has just been appointed admi- 
ral ; Madame de la Valliere received this mark 
of favor with fHe most efsy indifference. I am 
much of your opinion/ Uiis. ladj has not yet 
reached her place. 
<< Has your brother informed you, that we 

'witnessed together, the first performance of 
Britannicus ? Some of Rachlle^l admirers bad 
spoken in such Mgh tefms ci this piece, that 
not being able to obtain a bofc, I 'sent my ser- 
vant at ten o'clo^ to keep me a place. I 

* thought I never should have arrived at the 
Hotel de Bout^ghe ; I left my carriage, how* 
ever, at the ^entrance of Rue Mfluctooseilr but 
had it not been for Chapelle ahd Mauvilain, 
wha^re acquainted with all the acû>pi in Paris, 
I never should^ have reached my seat. I beg 
you will not mitunderstand me as to this en- 
thusiasm of the public ; fer.as mafiy vittted the 
theatns iVom malicious motives, as from curio- 
sity. I paU my respects to Madame de Sengnè 
in her4)ax, where I found the Ladies de Vil* 
lars, db Cvulanges, de la Fayette, escorted by 
the little Abbe de Villers, m^ by the critic de 
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Grigi^. I Iç^ye you to guess whether Bri- 
tannicus had fair|play in this box. Madame de 
Sevîgnè said the other dçty, at Madame 4e Vi- 
larceuu's that the Racine would go- off like 
toffee ; this exgted n>uch merriment, and all 
present coincidod that the expression was as^ 
just as it was laughable. Wtiat I admire above^ 
all, is the presumption of this tragic scholar, 
who endeavours to imitate •Romioi harangues 
after the great-^the sublime Corneille. Some, 
people's vanity is equal to any thing. I ©ever 
sawt^e theatre look more brilUan||: so splendid ' 
an audience deserved a better piece. Some 
yawned in the pit, and some slept in the boxes. 
I will not cite as an example, V4 land ry, who 
snored in . that of the commander de Souvrè: 
after he dines at that table, (the best in Paris ;) 
he digests his meal at the iplay (hacitndo la 
Siesta ;J wakes |it the close, and pronounces 
the piece to be wretched- J cannot conceive * 
what pleasure tliat brave and intelligent com-' ^ 
mander can find in the compsiny of annan who 
never opçns his^mouth but to eat. 

" Despreaux,'who v^as seated near me,fWaft 
quite enraged at the apathy of the pit; h^ 
maintains that this is the finest w#rk of Racine, 
that the ancient^ have uothil^ ^.eqyal it, am| 
that Tacitus and Corneille have never wrltt^i 
any thing more ehergetio. , He, was ver)^near 
going to logjg^rhea«U with Subligoy, because ^ 
in the scene where Nerq hides .hirpself behind 
a curtain to listen to Junie, Subligny^ouid not 
prevent himself fjem bursting inVo a fit of 
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laughter, hi Mrhich he was joined by the whole 
house. It is not unlikely thalt this mifterable 
pîeôe may furnish another « FooUsh. Quarrel,*** 
with which we may be amused as we vtere with 

' the former. Ninon and M. 4e Prince were, 
with Despreaux, the only persons who disput- 
ed the ground inch by inch, but without being 
' able to re-establish the affairs of Britannictis. I 
am rather curious to knoV how the little rival 
of the great Corneille will receive this digrace, 
^for it is one indeed, and what is the worst of 
'this business is that there are several verses 
containing allusions pretty ptfâxi and pretty au- 
dacious. The king made no comment on this, 
but when he* rose yesterday he countermanded 
a ballet which was to have been danced at St. 
Germain. This may spoil our poètes fortune 
at court ; but what indeed can a poet have to do 

^ there ! *Floridor performed divinely ; it seeaied 

* as though he had determined td make one of 
the worst parts which he had ever played «ic- 
ceed. I shall not tell you much about the plan 
of this tragedy : the less that is said about it the 
better. 1 was betwecn*your brother and the 
&t Viscount : nevertheless you may believe me 
it was bad, decidedly bad, let the ^Satirigise say 
what it wHl. f agree with it Vh^ it affirms 
<< that a work of this importante ought to be 
listened to patiently, and that it is unjust to 

•pronounce upon a performance in the midst of 
the clamours -of partyf and tlie gossiping of a 

*^FolW*'QvereUc, aparocl}*)» Andromacha. 
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crowd 6f ladies, vrho come mereljf to dispkiy 
themselves at a first representation." . This is 
all, generally speakiAg, very true ; but it is not 
applicable to th^ occasion to which I ^m allud*' 
ing. For this ooce Racine has been properly 
condemned. The denouement of his piece is 
the most ridiculous I ever saw! Imagine to 
yourself tbe«conceited Junle about to tuqi Ves- 
tal after the same mode thatjiMme. t)e Sennes' 
would follow to become an Ursufine. Heaven 
defend me ftpm being a critic ! but I have read 
in Menage that other jpormalities^were neces- • 
sary, in taking the yeil^nmong the worshippers 
of Vesta. I nad nearly forgotten the most es- 
sential part of the story i yonr Deisauiilet play- 
ed like an angel. I spoke to her about you iu 
her box» hut if you will take my advice, you 
mHHI r^tom quickly to speak to her yourself... 
She is a^i^irl witïi whom constancy is oiily^tlie 
interval which ^separates tw(^ amours. If ypu- * 
rea^ l§a J^ouvelUe a la Main you will fine Ra- 
cine described by a masterly hand. The jour- 
nal containing ^ criticisms of his pi^ce h^ 
not yet appeared ; but '4 Le Clerc has^hy.9oqir 
sciences he will amply gratify the resentmei^jt 
of CMf^Qe and Créqixif who have given him two 
hundred pistole» Poor Brit^iaicus must pay 
for An4romacha.* . 

<& Gourville ought to ha^e conveyed tp you 
the perfumes which you require for your pretty 

* Probably aUudiogto an Bpigitin'by' Racine against 
M. M. d' Olonne and do Créqdi on the tragedy of An- 
(^romaeha. •- • . 
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cousin.*— Martial refused any money : he said 
^ he had an account with you. Dubroussin sends 
* his cempliments to you. We had an excellent 
supper wilh him: there wanted but you to 
complcl6-our pleasure. I was obliged to carry 
home Chapelle in my carriage : he waa dead 
drunk. In' revp<%e however I left him the 
next night under the table at the^ Pine-appJe, 
where he had slept tnorc than once before. 

" I wili endeavour to go to the levee next 
Sunday. My uncle is trying to get n>e to join 
my regimenj, and ii is very likely lie will suc- 
ceed ; in which case Ï will see you in my way. 
I should bé much better (Reased hoibirever if 
cor meeting took place here ; but which ever 
^ay it rtiay be, believe me I am always, proud 
ft count rnyself among the number of your 
Wends. 

«H. .'. . r 
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JOURNAL OF A LABT OF FASHIOK* 

Telam formosam non pudet esse levem ? 

Pbopertius. El. 13. 

4 

Si bel|cr> nVvez rons pas honte d^tre mmsî legate ? 
So loMj--«re ybu not ashamed to be so trifling ? 

Thkse are some foolish thihgs wàich muai 
not be ridiculed without great circumspectioii^ 
noÉ o»l^ leal we iKould fall into the Terjr Tolly 
we cend«re« but because they are ioirenched in * 
an asylum which must in soitie measui^ be vio«' 
lated tm come at them rsuch for example is the 
practiée» at all times too commoQ in'Farts, of 
mingling together things sacred and iMfane^r— 
Without pretending to any g^at severity of 
principles, I am galled te hear of popular 
preaebers, of a chdTch mil the rage, or of a 
mass &&hionably attended. A taoÊh of expres- 
sion so yery improper, nevertheless marks an 
epoch in which devotion has aeized on all heads 
(I wish I eould add oifall hearts) ; in which the 
conversation of the most brilliant circles turns 
only on religious subtleties, end in whieh the 
handsomest women both of tke cçuA and city 
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loake a *t)Uda3r to hear à sermon délîvcTcd by 
any celebrated pureacher. I recollect in my 
youth hearing* Father Brydayne preach at St- 
Roch . The con gregation quarrelled (or places, 
seats were at a crown each, crowds of servants 
chokcfd up the doors of the church^and lines of 
coach«8 obstructed every avenue. I vras not 
only a witness, •! was once ■ even a suflperer 
through the tnii^cles worked by this Christian 
orator, whose persuasive eloquence determined 
xnore than one lady, after hearing^ discourses, 
to forsake her loverj give up her box at the 
opera, and become a dévote^ : mcrtly ^hangiiig 
her love^ as Mme. Comuel calls it. It is ttiost 
likely the fault of the preachers of the present 
lay, if they cannot achieve similar conversions ; 
perhaps however they have to encounter pas- 
sions still tviore difficult to overeoHne. Thisrte 

* is one above the rest which our church-going 
dames badly disgiUse under the cloak of devo- 
tion ; I mean vanity, the most obstinate disease 
of the- human mind, and that with 'whichf- un- 
fortunately, women are geaerally &€eeted. To 
partake the holy bread, to bestow ill ons upon 
the poor, to hear a sermon, what are these now 
but so many opportunities to exhilnt themselves 
to the public with grace and eclat. A lady ar- 
rives at church just late enough to attract all 
eyes: she is drest in the most fashionable 
style : three livery servants disperse the sur- 
rounding crowd of plebeians, and clesr the way 
for their mistress : she is followed by several 

. young peoplç wh0m she is leading into the path 
of salvation. . 6ne of the lacqueys throws an 
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fdegant cusfaioD upon her seat; another from a 
rich velvet bag presents his niÂi^tress a morocco 
prayer book, fastened with sparkling clasps, on 
the crimson binding of which are emblazoned 
her family arms. In a word all the excesses» 
of luxury, all the dtstinctioi\s which rank and 
fortune can attain, are dispfayed at the ^hrine 
where humility *and prayer alone should be 
found* After the l^pse of a few moments 
passed in the midst of confusion and wander- 
ings of the i^^nd^she leaves the church before 
the service is-finished, with as much distur- 
bance as she ent^ed. . In how ntiuch greater 
estebm^ though equally unknown to me, do I 
view that widow with her modest daughter 
kneeiing^on the p»vea|ent, in an obiK^ure od#< 
ner of the chapel. She arrives with the crowd, 
joins in silence in the divine serviee, and de- 
parts wil^out being observed. Perhaps I iftn 
the only one who perceived that she accepted 
the holy water from an infirm old man who offer- 
ed itsio her, leaving to her d^iighter the «care 
as well a« the pleasure of distributing the cus- 
tomary charities at the door, dut I e^oroach 
on the privileges of age by running into reflec- 
tions foreign to my subfeet : I return jto it to 
record come circumstances by which it was 
suggested. 

X went a fortnight ago to St« R— — » induced 
by a desire to hear a preacher, who like many 
others had discovered the secret of maintaining 
a great reputation with little fierit. Tired out 
with the attention I had beatowed on tl^e twç 
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fine heads of a.diseoorae» irilhout i»terestan<! 
wjithoiit eloqueijfirf delivemi m a iboiu^dbou! 
and drawling voice» I' at length, fell aaleep^ and 
^▼as only awakened by the remoTal of the seats 
pf my neighbours on their retiring. During 
my slumber I had dropped a glove, atid while 
searching for it I found under my hand a pocket- 
book :. I picked it up, and kMfked id>out oie for 
X an owner ; but as nobodf appeared to dkàm it. 
^here remained no other way to find its proprie- 
tor, than to examine its contents, which I imme 
4iate]y set about. - By the elegance t>f ita form, 
by the scei4 of roses amd of vanité, «fetch ex- 
haled from it, I dbrectly suspecled it hail be- 
longed to a lady, and I was ooniiiiced of this, 
mhzn on searching the two Uttle pockc^ of criip- 
.son satio, I feund several smal^ blUeu stmUar 
in style, though of different hands-wôtîa^^ a 
lïfilUner^s bill ameunting.to fifkeen hundred 
.francs, and a cou|^ of vellum leaves on. which 
several curious and tasteftd obeerTatipne were 
written, inter^iingled with some sentîiftental 
' quotations in » metaphysicid jargon. Bit 
that «ahich «ore particular^ exciikd ay cu 
rioaityy was a small manuscript written in a 
preuy lady-like hand, entitled, ^ CojttkivuA' 
TibN ov MY JounsTAi..'* I have the less scru- 
ple in pern»tting my readers to partdke whh 
me in the pleasure my indtacretion fumkhed, 
as ^journal Is evidently of no canseqneoce, 
since t caiinot dtapover in it the slightest trace 
of the p^rsoii to «rhom it belongs ; and in mak- 
ing i( public I afibrd an oppertunity to the au- 
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thoff to reclaim her poekèubook, wUch I have 
inclosed and deposited at thti office of the Ga- 
zette de France/ Id be returned on application» 
to its owner. 



^th JanwiTy^ 1813. 

'' Returned at five in the morning from Mme. 
de B. . . • Had there been a hundred visitors 
lesswher ball would have been charming. My 
husband wanted me to» go away \^ two o'clock 
*— Irlaughed at him-— to sfiteme he wenthpme 
alone* What did he gain by tbati Horace es* 
corted ipe. Mid*day, Victoria enters my recta 
to try on ùm*nià\i MadruB^ virhioh Versepuy ha» 
• sent me. This turban fits me to admiration. I 
can'4 bear the canezouê oi^ Mme. . Rhaimb^d. 
I shall continue, I think, 1^ use the Spanish 
eloaka,of Mme. Germon. 

Victoriavl perceive, is zq thei Chevalier's 
interest. She pretendS'thac he called here three 
times yesterday» and looked for me «t all the 
theatres. I have some reason to ovmpUin of 
him, and for a punishmont he shall not -«ee 
me these two days : beùdcs I have made ar- 
rangements to that effect. 

I was invited to dine at the Ambassador's to* 
clay, but I shall not be caugafc- there again. It 
was too tiresome the last ûme.^ I will have my 
usual bead-ache. My husbandipciust be there. 
Mem. To get Mr. Dulac dismissed ; that in* 

Vol. T. K 
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«blent fellow forgets that to me he owes his 
steward's place : he refused me a thousand 
crowns, binder the pretext #at it^was his mas- 
ter's orders. Can he then complain that I get 
into debt ? ' - 

I went to sleep, again. My husband! did not 

. return tiy two o'clock. I played, off some airs 
upon hini to prevent his beginning to scold. 

'first. 1 cooipiained bitterly at not having the^ 
new carriage whicK has been peomised mc 
these six niontlis, and I informed him, that 
from to-morrow I should go to the bath in a 
cabriolet, lib» a merchant's wife. He acknow- 
ledged the justice of my complaint, and we 
parted the bes^ friends in the world. 
• Horace came to breakfast with me : he teized 
me so, tha!t I dress'd to take a riding lesson at 
Sourdis. I mounted Zefihirine: I am quite in 
love with t|at mare. They sold it me for a 
hundro^ and fifty Ibuis. I can soon settle that. 
My coachpan assures me the price is next to 
/lothmg. We r0de as far as Rincy to try her. 
I dismounied to play two games pf billiards 
with Horace : he can give me but six points. 1 
strike with double for^e since £spolard has 
given me le«sons. 

At four, o'clock we returned to Paris, called 
flpon Noustier to see i^ome new rags ; nothing 
pretty. Little M, .... of the opera came to 
ma||e purchases to the amount of a hundred 
louis. Th* commander thought I did not see 
her. I shall tfke care to profit by this discove- 
ry iit the bper^ ball. 
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? 

I dined" at home with Emiîy and her dear 
president. The» Colonel dropt in by chance. 
He is a man whom accident often befriends. 
All four agr^d to make a party to-morrew for 
St — - to hear the bishop of ■ *9 ser- 

mon on^he -vanity of human fileaautes. Has he 
any thing better to substitute ? We shall see ! 

We wished to go to the play, and kn.ew not 
which theatre to choose. At the Bouffons th^y 
performed Le Cantati4ci. We stayed the first 
act. This ifas the night Sor my box at the the- 
atre Français, and we called on our return 
home. The play was Im Gageure, I remem- 
ber ^seeing Mole and Madlle. Qbntat in tbis 
piece. Tl^at makes it difficult. 

Oil ^ptiring, Ï met the Countess of '". 

She gives a children's fête at her house tliis 
evening, "to so trifling a things she said, she 
had' not dared fo send me a written invitation.' 
This means that she forgot me, did not kno\;^ 
how to excuse herself. I found there tibout a 
himdred and fifty visitors C — y wa^ the mas- 
ter of the ceremonies. There was a gre^t shew, 
of gaiety, perhaps a little too much.. They per- 
formed Cassander the Grand Turk. The Aulie 
Counsellor acted Cassa^^der; Anatole, the gay 
Leander; and the fat Major, Columbine. I 
laughed till I fell btck in my chair. After sup- 
per we [flayed at Cresf^ 1 was partner with 
the Colonel. *Tts inconceivable how much we 
lost. To pay this debt I sHkll te obliged to 
send at least my set of emeralds tO'Sepsier. 
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. Returned at four o'clock, my hust^nd was 
waiting for me : he had given directions to 
Victoria to perfume my cha^G^beç witbthe Pas- 
tilles bvdufçht me from Constantinople by Mr. 
t3. ; . • Hove this odour to a: folly. I would 
nvrite down something of the conversatiên I had 
with Emily about the Chevalier ^ but I am 
, sleepy.. - • . 

4 m» in- bed, and percçive I have not bolted 
my door. I have not courage to rise and fasten 
it 

9th January. I awake ivith pleasure, having 
dreamt I should not be obliged to s«ll my eme- 
rahlset. \ ^ 

{Htfp the journal breaks q^] ♦ ' 
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*TH]B LEARNED hA^lf. 

G|nus unde Latincnn. 

ViRoiL. En. lib. 1. 

Ëerceau de la nation Latine. 

The cradle of tlie LatHt nation., 

FrHcCy Morning. 

4 

It is not a thing so very easy as msîy be inia-* 
glned, to tt^ce from nature, week after week, 
sketches of our manners, pmjudices or follies. 
The great models of all ages have been depict- 
ed by great masters. Of tnose of l^iser dimen- 
sions, and which particularly belong to ouP'owa 
time, some have too much, and others ^o little 
light thrown on them, to enable u^ to ttke a 
finished view. Others hav« not attained their 
proper places, dnd others still, which indeed ' 
include the greater part, are^ot worth preser- 
ving. Tne field. for ridlbule is vast, but it is 

• Le paya Latin, figuratively used for the Univer- 
sity, and for those whose manners smack of the 
schools. ' 

K2 
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8oobBtractftli)]rprecinitionft) dtstmctions, and 
consideralioiiS) that one can only ente^ it by 
leaps and bounds. Besides it ia with certaiû 
articles for the ftapers as with the theatre. 
Their readers wish to ^nd fancied iikenesses, 

•^th which all the world may recognize"; bnt 
never like to meet with their own. True de- 

^ s^iptions of ftianners, acute obsen^tions, well 

* cobtrj«te^ event», ancient prejudices, exam- 
ples of ruin by modem vices; in a wor4, such 
pictures as have been handed down to us by 
Molière and Addison, whose illustrations have 
not a little coiifined their successor son ^he same 
line- * • , • 

It is somewhat vexatious at the moment of 
joodertaking à «R>rk, to find oneself oecupied 
whb* nothing but the ^ifficfiUies wj^ch present 
tfic^selves. Nevertheless thia is my caae in 
taking up the pen for tJie present article^ with- 
, out knowing what subject to pitch upon. I 
opeiL myliote JbOok; ^11 the hints which I see 
there for this week's^asay appear fell of frivo- 
lity and foc^ish gaiety, which does not at all 
accord with m^p^ppeseiit state of mind. I must 
wrilet seriously that I may not write ill. Having 
reUed on my corre^ponéençe, I have just turn- 
ed to it; — after burping some anonymous let- 
ters, after reduAog to a 'more natural mode of 
expresaion, coippfaints of infidelity, witticisms 
. witjiout point, <riticisms full of gall, and inte- 

•» rested eulogies in v^hich I have no wish to be 
an accomplice, I find I can &ake use of but 
two letters ^«-oae of which in the shap» of a 
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discussion on the panicuHr charaetél* of the age 
we Hvp in, will require much time in shorten- 
. ing, and the other is of such a nature as not to 
be- pubUshec^ without much reflection. I am 
there informed of the intention of some ladies 
of Maubeuge, to pursue me till 1 hare made 
anple reparation for hftving dsared to sa^ (for I 
am always o^sliged to bear the sins of nvy cor« . 
respoiyJents^ that their firs#- conquests w«re 
achieved in the tinie^of tRe Parliament M&u- 
peou. • 

Such an af&ir is very fortunate for me ; b^ 
besides ihat it does not yet come in an qfficnil 
character, it certainly bejpngs to "the regions of 
xneiTiment, which .1 have to-day forsworn : de- 
prived of all other resources ^therefore, I will 
this once Igave to chance the responsibility of 
choosing a subject. Some one rings at my be^l.* 
Whatever may be the .situation or profession 
of Jiim who now comes, I am determined to 
make him the subject?* of this nuAiber. - . * 
» « « <« • «»^ «. » « » * 

* * *\ * » « # • » 
■V * ^ • 

triday^ at Midnight ^ 
Seneca said happily^ it was a foolish rashness 

to trust to chance : ^ . ^ 

♦ tt 

Cxc^ est temenlas qus petit casum ducém. 

^ ft 

I always thought that one should now and 
then let chance prevail. I did so this mbming 
in tfa» diflicujty in which A fèfUnd myself, sind 
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yfiVi shall pi^^seDlly see how well I have extn- 
cated myself. I have by accident, been visited 
by a very young man called Charles d'Essène, 
who generally comes to me on Sundays only. 
He is the son of an old retired officer, who has 
resi4ed upwards of twenty years in the retire* 
ment o{ La Sologne^ in « little farm where she 
emplovs himself with superintending the edu- 
cation of his youager children. X^ complete 
that of his eldest be determined to send him to 
Paris under, thp care of some friends/ whom he 
still cherishes in this eapital ; I am one of the 
number. The young man has taken a liking to 
me : he comes regularly e\ery week, and his 
frequent visits are doubly a|;reeal)le, because 
they prove that tiie counsels of old age are not 
thrown away upon him, and that my lessons do 
not appear tedious, tn our conversation» the 
profit is not all on his side. If I relate to him 
the stories of past time, \éth which he was be* 
ibre unacquainted, he ij^minds me of others of 
later days, whicji I hifid already forgotten, for 
the memory of old men is like their sight ; they 
can only see events ^nd objects, which are at a 
distance. I had an interest in making my young 
student prattle, and doting breakfast, I bade 
him describe, in the most minute manner, the 
l^e he leads at Paris. I found in his recital a 
faithful picture of the manners and customs of 
that estimable class of young men who afe de- 
voted to study^ and wio silently people a quar- 
ter of the city, for which the \ueinity of the col- 
leges, the Sorbonne, the Schools of the Ancient 
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University, and several learned societies have - 
obtained the name of « Tfce Learned Land" 
(Le Pays Latin^. I shall be more correct in 
his narration irl give it in his own words. 

" You know," said he, <* That my father has 
many children, and a small fortune ; and tint 
the moderate allowance whith he remits ip me» 
of 1 50 francs per month, does not enable me to 
live like a grand signior. I am intended for the 
bar. My particular taste leads me to the study . 
of Natural History. To place my«elf in a situ* 
aiion where I might at the same time take my 
degrees, at l'Ecole de Droit, and attend the 
classes at the Garden of Plants, I found it nç^ 
cessary to husband my time still more than my 
money. IVhen I came to Parfe I hired lodg- 
ings in a small apartment i^hich one of my el- 
der college friends had taken the trouble to pro- 
vide for me in the Hotel, or rather in the Pot- 
house, which he" occupied in the Faubourg St. 
Jaques : for this I pay tiiae francs "a month, 
which will give you an idea of ki magnificence. 
I do not know whether you are acquainted with 
the rtue delà Parcheminerie where I live, situ- 
ated between the Rue de la Harpe and Rue St. 
Jacques, and that it is onty inhibited by parch- 
ment makers and bookbinders, without reckon- 
ing (besides the House of the Widow Desaint)- 
four nominally furnished hotels, in one of which 
I am a lodger. It is known by a board of black 
vood on which is written in red characters, the 
name of the " Ilot^ de Berfi*' Figure to your- 
self a decayed tenement, built during the trou- 
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bles of the reign of Charles the Vllth. (that is 
if yoa believe an inscription cut on the door- 
case of the jjrincipal entrance), by which you, 
entering: along a dark passage leading to a stair- i 
case still more obscure» which you may mount 
by^tbe help of a thick rope serving at the same 
time for balustrades and guide, in this laby- 
rinth i^hich mounts to the altitude of the sixth 
story. 

It is there, exactly at ninety-seven steps above 
the level of the street, that n^ chamber is situ- 
ated (the same landiftg place containing eight 
similar rooms). It is furnished with a bed of 
olive green Aumaule Serge, a deal table, a 
Bergame carpet, two church chairs with new 
bottoms, a small Dutch stove, which f ou may 
heat two day« with one faggot cut into four 
quarters; add to these a water jug and basin of 
coloured delft, a candlestick and a writing desk, 
aad you will have a complete iftiea of the furni- 
ture of a student of the law. A stout wench, 
from Picardy, perforais the duties of servant to 
all the lodgers at the Hotel de fier ri. She 
makes our beds, settles accouigi with the wash- 
erwoman; she alone takes upon herself the 
yesponsibirity o( our candles and the kejr of the 
street-door, \i4iich is irrevocably closed at half 
past nine every evening. It is she also who 
each morning takes care to purchase the acute 
angle of a piece of cheese de Brie which ordi- 
narily forms our breakfast. You must own that 
for thirty sous a month, whjch we each pay ta 
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her, one cartnot be better or more agreeably 
served. 

Twenty-five students live at this Hotel ; it is 
a species of University ; the four professions 
may be found there. We go'out in the mer- 
ning much about the same time, some'^ the** 
School of 'Medicine or to\be Hospital, others 
to the College de France or the Jardin des 
Plantes, to pursue the different courses pre* 
scribed in these establishment^. There are six 
of us who exclusively attend l'Ecole de Droit, 
and we reckon among us four young theologi- 
ans, who regularly assist at the Conferences at 
St. Sulpice. Cethit be disputed, that our quarter 
has a right to be called Learned, when at the ' 
break of day may be seen crowds of scholars has- 
tening to the Lyceums with their books under 
their arms, and their breakfasts in their hands; 
young popils, of the Polytechnique School, who 
leave the Hotel for the Military Walk ; profes- 
sors and masters who proceed tp the instt-uc- 
tion of their various classes ; Bibliomanists who 
overhaul and rui^inage the contests of all the 
book baskets in the passage d^ Jacobins, Add 
to this picture, regiment» of priçlter's boys .with ' 
paper caps on their lieads, bookbinders loaded 
with books to be delivered in the different 
streets, and you will have an idea of the inha- 
bitants of the flays Latin, 

My day is divided between my'duties and my 
pleasures. Both in fact are labours. After a 
lesson from the Roman code explained by the 
learned Berthelot, I run to the Jardin des 
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Plantes to listen to the ingenious geobn^ 
%potheses of M. Faujas.— -*To the profound 
Commentates cf M. Delvincourt, on the Code 
Napoléon) succeed the elosfuent lectures on 
Comparative Anatomy^ delivered by M.Cuvier. 
. I find time to attend the dfôcour&es of Cotelle 
and Pigeauy withott losing any thing of the 
demonstrations of Haiiy and Desfontaines: I 
study with e<pal ardour (I don't S9f with equal 
pleasure) Domat and Linneus, Jussieu and Jus- 
tinian .—«You see I make the most of the apho- 
rism of Poor Richard, which you repeat to me 
so often» ^ Do you love life» don't waste time 
then, for life is made of it." Almost all my 
fellow lodgers employ themselves as usefully. 

We meet again to dine in the Rue de Ma- 
^urins, at the ancient inn, called the filack 
Head, near the Sorbonne, in the house of the 
famous Dr. Cornet, and I believe in the ven 
parlour in which, near 200 years ago, his cnti- 
cism of the book On frequent Communion was 
«mzed.-^For thirty-six francs a month, we are 
provided every day at four o'clock with a mo' 
derate repast, seasoned by an appetite more 
hard to appease than difRCult to satisfy. 

Our ^ail]b recreations are as simple as our 
occupations. At the library of St. Genevieve 
our unbending moipents are spent; at the Lux- 
embourg we ts^e our walk, and in a little read* 
ing room in the place St. Michel (which does 
not equal that in the Rue dc Grammont) ve 
finish our winter evenings. I ought, however, 
to tell you that the last Su.iday in each month 
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is really a festival with ds: on that day we dine 
Tat fifty sous a head at the famous Restauratevi's 
Edon (the BeauvilUers of the Faubourg St. 
Germùn) wheace we go to the coffee-house 
Proco/r^i^and sometimes even, if \ must disco- 
ver all, we dtti*t refuse à pit ticket to see th^ 
first piece at the Odeon.« 

Here finished the. recital of my young ttu- 
dent} whioh I have written do^im from his- dic- 
tation. We hsCve passed the day together. I 
took hinnr to dine with me, and thence we went 
to the Comédie Française, to see the << Cit 
tumM Grentleman.'' It was past eleven when 
I conducted Mm to his hotel. After taking all' 
the trouble in the world to wake the servant, 
she declared she would not have opened the, 
door to any other than master Charles, and that 
within the memory. of man, no person had 
entered at so late an hour into the Hotel de 
Berri. 
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A FEW PORTRAITS. 

Les (sommes, kt plupart, sont étraQ|^ement faits; 1 

Dans la juste nature on ne les voit jamais. ' 

MoLiEBE Tartcse» Acte 2. j 

The RomaSs had certain signa by which they 
VVistin guis bed, their Jucky frt)ra thtir unlucky 
days. A crow perched on the top of a housct 
a fowl that refused lo eat,, or a scumble at the 
* threshold of the door, was to them a sufficieul 
reason for staying at home on that day. For my 
own paiK I am not quite so supefistiiious; I love 
better to laugh on a Friday than to weep on a 
Srundtfy;— to cat a good dinner, «f which thir- 
teen partake, than a bad one where there are 
but twelve : I,J[uid rather overset my saltscller 
at table, than my glass ; and, at my time of life, 
I find it much less inconvenient to cross n\j 
knife and fork tlian my sword. I have never- 
theless my little pfejudices as well as other 
people; for example, I firmly believe that the 
aspect of the w%oie day depends on the first 
impreMion which* I receive on awaking. I re- 
'semble* those persons, who, on rising, put on 
green spectacles, and see every thing before 
them of that lint.-^This prejudice of nûiie. iî 
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it be one, is fortified bj^so nuch observation» 
that far from endeavouring to conquer it, I 
make use of it as a guide for my Conduct, aUd 
second its influence a» much as lies in my power. 
According to this supposition; which I now 
look upon as a principle, the* first ^visit which I 
received yesterday morning:, put me out of s^l 
doubt but that! should in the course of the day 
have a crowd of ordinals, of all sorts, pass in 
review before me, and accordingly I waited 
in expectation of tfaem with ray pen in my hand. 
It was hardly day when the Chevalier de Flo- 
ricouit gaily entered my room, and awoke me 
with cries of Tally hoi tally ho Î ïwith which he 
made my obamber resound* He vas in a shoot- 
ing dress, and came i& ask me to accompany 
him to S^. Ouen to meet a party formied for the 
sports of the field, at his relation's, Madame 

1^ *s. I smokfld his old mania. The 

Chevalier has#ot fired ten shots since Me came 
into the world. If he were alone upon the earth 
with partridges, ne would be the creattfre for 
which one. would entertain the greatest appre* 
hensions, and yet notwithstanding this, there 
has not b«en a sporting party for these forty 
years, at which he has not been present. He 
is a true Count de Soyecourê ;- he knows by 
heart " The Sporting Dictionary,'* and never 
stirs out, particularly in Paris, without being 
followed by a greyhound,a luBchor, and a setting 
dog. At any rate, one would think he took at 
least some pleasure in the chase, but he has 
none beyoctd that of awaking the sportsmen, as- 
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sisting în the preparauons fer departure, pre« 
!d4ing> om tl^eir return» in the parlour of the 
Chateau at thp distribution of the gainer ané 
then haa^eokig back to Paris to relate at the 
tables ofafev friends, the details of a hunting 
matdi, in which he had no share. DespsôiÉig 
of success in persuading me to fq, he stopped 
to breakfast widi me." I ordered a pate dc 
Chartres to be put before hini) which served him 
as a |ext for a dissertation on rod «nd grey par- 
tridgesy onquails^ plovers, «nd woodcocks : after 
which he took his leave, calling his dogs about 
him, one mî which had been amusing himself 
with teanng my elbow chûr,. wMle the other 
iiad strangled the cat of my portere*, who. was 
only appeased b^ the sight of a five franc piecei 
with which our sportsman presented her. This 
gentleman had Iteerdly reached the bottom of 
the sudr-case, when I saWa little chulAy man 
wlilk, or rather roll into my i^om with o^n 
arms, and from whose embrace I had much 
trouble to escape suffocation. ** Yqu doat re- 
collect me,'' he exclaimed (griping my band, 
and displaying most ridiculous grimaces.) <^ It 
is me— 4tt ^dame Lenormasd's-^-^bere we 
have laughed so i;nach-«*Dd you go there mow ?" 
(I had nwpct been there in my life.) *^ You 
always professed an interest for me," (contin- 
ued he, offering me a pinch of snuff from an 
enormous gold box.) ^ I want to make some 
use of General Dermont : you are his friend» 
and I have come to ask you to invite us both to 
dine with you in a family way." After some 
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trouble in recoHecilng'a name for this grotesque 
being, I remembered a certain Blmdtau — af 
sort o# intriguen making a trade of patronage 
and patrons, ayailing himselF of liie .smallest 
pretext to approach people in poiper^and who 
had^arrived, from o&e an^chamber to anoCheri 
at a. post whicl^was somewhat less honourable 
than lucrative. I was jUst -going to pmnt'ôut 
to him rather angriljp, the'indii|cretion of the 
thing he asked^ but he stopped my mouth in 
an instant, telHng mep he ha4 forstalied my po<* 
liteness, having just called at Count Dermoot^s 
with the uivitati<m» but that* our dinner- m(>st 
be pbstpone^d fit! I^e return of the General, who 
was to set dIF lo-morrow to preside ?t an Elec- • 
torai College in the Soulîi of Frlnce ; and with» 
out waiting for an^ answer,' he left me, with an 
excuse for quitting me so abmptlyi but he was 
obliged.to attend theininister's levee ; and left 
with me the hd|»e, or rather the fear of seeing 
him return to acquaint me witli the result of his 
business. * ^ * 

I was not the sort of person to wait for him, 
but left home with an intention of going, ac- 
cording to Custom, to take a cup of chocolate, 
at the Café de Foi. Cr^^îîig the Palais Royal, 
I perceived at a distance the gr^t porviere,' 
the man, who, of all others, undersunds best 
how to string together words, which, as Fon- 
tenelle says, " are tired of seeing themselves in 
company ;" who talks at intolerable length with 
the fewest possible ideas : and who overwhelms 
you with his persevering storiçs on the most 
L2 



trifling subjectSi Terror sused. me at recol-' 
kcUDg HtfiL be bad kept me above a quarter o^ 
an^ houi; m the raîn tbe week befece^ ««dera 
gutter in the JRue Vivierme^ to relate to me the 
]^M>ceed^a4if a law-^suk of Madame Morin's, 
vnici& I had read in ike merning» in ereiy limc 
of .the daily papers. H« vas Jiowever more 
alert (ojHirprise me^than I could be to escape^ 
<< Let me tell jreu some -good new;^»" cripd he, 
(atopping up my path with hit arms;) <« Ma- 
^l^e-de Samville is in P|riS| her husband bas 
g^n«d the famous suit, whidi he has beiKi car- 
rying en «t Reanfi» and at last the Sstate of 
^ LiJ^on belongs to them; theof^ira potvA there, 
' ^Ls you knoytr, above « league round$i and I don't 
thipk any place iti Frstnce can boast of more 
fiah* \ know soipethinç about it| the^have 
sent me a carp, -vshich wewhs sevesteen pounds 
8nd.a*haif : I made it the mundatâou of a charm- 
ing little dinner, when. Dubreul^ Mainvill^and 
his wife dined with mey>-«I very much regret- 
ted that you VBB^ not amongst us."— I had the 
- good finrtune here to eut him short, by observ- 
ing, that I was* net acqfUiinted with a single 
person he had named.*^ He begged pardon 
€>r troubling me wilii ^ings, in which I had no 
interest, and left me to speak to a lady, to whom 
most likely he i>eeounted ev^ry circumstance 
ofM. Oe Sainville's law^suit; for passingly, 
an hour after, I found him in the same pkc^, 
still discoursing with l^er. While pursmng 
my walk, I could not help reflecting a little on 
this propensity to talking^ it appeared to me 
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to be the conseqéeifce pf the dilBcuIty of acting^, 
and it is fierhaps on that acci^int, ihaiiold men 
and wmnen are m particularly addicted to this 
foible. * £ ' 

As I «n^refl the Café de Foij coiiti«sllor D^ 
jai^ was >goiiig our. ^* I find 70U just at the 
nick of time," said* his, recondu<$tikig me u&dev^ 
the Porticoes* «<f have just heard an a<iinhrable 
*' Tragedy read* The Academy will be v*Vy 
** unjustj if such a work does not open its doots 
** to the author. It h<is the genius of Conitjllei'f 
*< the style of Racine ; the action aDd patii0B of 
" Voltaire ; . . . Apropos, we^are gohi^to h^e 

^ a new Ron^wuijf^ frosa M . « — I have pro^ 

** mlaed not to mention it,* but I assure yoUf 
^^ 1^ Sage and Fielding nave a riVaL . . . Have 
<« I told yot that the Abbé De Lille hgd re^d 
" his poem on Cénvûrsati&n to me.» Oh ! it is 
« a jewel. There were but two feeble vei»esr 

^ i» it. Imaéè him aUer them. Gome 

^ and see me ^me morning, and I'll shew you^ 
«* an unpublished Satire of Cb^i^rs ' Le^Mou^ 
« ches du Coche.* It is for truth— -for applica» 

« bitity ! ^Les^Mouehe» du Coche* lite- 

«* rarf , abo^e all i . . . ITou'll laugh till you cry 

^( again f Is your 'iriend still on \he list 

** fcrr the second «lass of the Içstitutei Brinf^ 
«' bim to me ; I Will introduce him to Some of 
" my friends who are Acadeïçicians ; seven or 
" eight of the best votes are^iiot to Uè despised^ 
^ and 1 will undertake for them-; but upon con* 
** dition that he keeps himself quiet, and pub- 
•« Usbes no new work j good or bad they will do 
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<< him harm. I mention it to every body who 
^< will li^n |o.me. In the Ikerary vorld, one 
<< is only safe between two reputations, aud that 
asylhm is called mediocrity." Having thus 
said) he filled me. I laughed ât the idea that 
this Mouchée du Coehe* couM not recog#se 
himself in the Satire of Cb^ier, though CTery 
feature #^as extctly ponrtrayed 

I ordered a cupof chôcolate^at a table where 
several singers of the Caveau were seated» 
among whom I rei^olkcted a little notary, who 
always ^ignà his minutes over a pot of cc^ee» 
and a physician i4k> writes his preaqpripiions 
while playing at dominos. I JÀ^tfliied with plea- 
sure to the conversation of the young folks» who 
debated in a smart style/and now and thea struck 
oat a ^h of wit. . 

I quitted them for another table* at which two 
mea were disputing with so much acrimony» 
as to^ive reason to fear the evedt of tj^eir quar- 
rel» particularly to thoscy^vholike myself, were 
acquainted wilb one of the two adversaries. It 
was the famous Dorsant, the oldest and most 
determined bully in Eurtpe. I remember in 
1785| he had three affairs of honour tu the same 
wefik. The first wi|h • man whe had looked at 
- him askance, the second with an officer who 
looked.him full m the face, and the third with 
an Englishman) who had passed by without 
looking at him at all i which caused ^orae one 
to say that it was impossible to look at this man 

* Tiy on the coach -wheel 
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any wajr. Dôrsant seeing tne, begged me 
to be the litecMator, and I arrangée tie bus!-* 
ness a Htâe mote easily thaii I cottld have done 
in ITB5. 

Leavkig tlie Caff d» foi^ I took a tmn in the 
TuiUferies where I met the little Chevalier Ar^ 
boise. He accosted me with the usual fues- >^ 
lion, « where do y^u ditte to-day ?" « Where 
you never' dine ;*— with a f^omaû who has bat 
two «fishes at table, and drinks no wine but Or« 
Icaiis.** « Laugh as much as you please my 
sage Hermitf a good table is the greatest of ell 
blesi^gst The Romans knew this, and a good 
cook at Rome ^% wortli 40Ô talents, and as La 
Mottc-le-Vayer very well remarks, sueh a sum 
would buy a dozen philosophers Bke yourself/^ 

Cominning to talk in this manner, the' che» 
valier apprised me, ** ttiat lie was wavering, un* 
decided between three dinners this day— ^tt 
notary^ at é banter's, and at a Canon's. On my 
observing that it was a fish day, he decided on 
the last. The death of a receivcp«general with 
whom he had dined every Saturday, for ten 
years, had leR him onl day free ; he begged 
me to introduce him to Madame de Senars, 
and as he ^seethed anxlOus to complete his 
week^ I premised to do as he desired me, as 
soon as this lady should Ifave changed her 
cook, who would npt have fetched at Rome, 
a price greater, than even a philosopher like 
mysel£ 

At the theatre Français, a new piece was to 
be; performed, bet although I hastened there, I 
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cQuId not prooure a place in any part. Warn* 
ing sonoi^thÎDg to console me, I wallLed about 
the lobbies with several others, who had not 
been more fortunate than myself. AmoDg* these 
w^s th%. Nestor of Parnassus,' the poet Rod- 
rigue. I recollected him by his large bi^wn 
coatyrby his back more bent by use than by age, 
by his/iose begrimed with snuff, and above all, 
by his zig-^ag walk which defied all possitHlity 
of guessing the way fie was going. This lite- 
rary patriarch, known by some valuable works, 
ppoves in contradiction to the opii^^onpf Bacon, 
<' that old age brings fewer wrinkles on the 
mind, than on the face." He was twice crown- 
« ed at the French ^^ademy, and the close of 
Ms career' is exempt from caj^e and inquietude. 
Aftec the piece, I found him behind the scenes, 
conversing witfi another old gentleman, who, 
by his English deportment, his rusty beaver 
hat, and his large blue great a6at, pight have 
been taken for a Birming^m trader. I had 
need of a grand effort of memory« to trace in 
this figure the remains of the brilliant Count 
Aiègre ; of a nobleman so gay, so.,generl>us, so 
celebrated for his follies and his amours. His 
eyes hall shut, his chin resting on a large gold 
headed aane, he lavished eubgiss on Sarraziii, 
Lekain, and Brizard; and comparing always 
the recollections of his youth with the obser- 
vations of his age, he regretted with his con- 
temporary Rodrigue, the glorious days of the 
French theatre, that ia to say, their own days, 
» Where is Lekain ? Where is Prévillc I When 
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i Mole 2'* they exclaimed alternately. I was 
hiost tempted to answer them ; « Where is 
.lègre ? Where is Rodrigue ?** 
I returned home, revolting in my mind what 
had seen in the course of the day/add ready 
) repeat with I know not what Latin poet : 

Ha'mani generis mater, nuirizque profecto 
Stultitia est . . ■ ' »■ 
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^NONTSa>US LETTERS. 

Uii rapport clandestin n'est pas d*iui hoDiiete homme - 
GnEssET, IE Mechaxt, ActCv 

*To conv«y an underhand rumour, "S not tbc act 
an honest man. 

Iva noirceur roasquere^vûn let poisons qu'elle vcrst. 
Tout se sait tot ou tard, et la r^iâxé perce. 

lDEM,Act^J 

Jn vain base slander's pois'nou^ stingy 
Shall seek its bsileful form to cover. 

Tor truth, its guilt to light shall brifïg, 
And^oon or tote each [ftotdbcover. 

I AM not one <of tthose who ate blessed vnih 

that flexibility of genius aftd talent) which leaves 
to the disposition of the writer who possesses 
it,,the ohoice df the subject on which he Is to 
treat. The thought which seiises me, the sen- 
timent which rules the momeAt, is the onljrone 
upon which I can dftate. It ii^ould be in vaio, 
thefefore, for the^ this day, to endeavour to 
amuse my readers with any observations foreign 
to the dee^ indignation* which I at present feel. 
I have now to denounce at the bar of pub- 



Uc o^nion (since our laws cannot reach it) a 
crime, whose prog^ress proclaims the last stage 
of the corruption of manners. It is already 
plain that I moan those messengers of dark- 
ness, those authorsi;>f anonymous letters, against 
whom good men cannot be too much on their 
guard. Probity was ever ODe of the distinguish- 
ing tmts of the French character ; our nation 
^ preserves eyen in its vices a sort of frankness, 
and in glancing at the annals of Europe, ancient 
said modern» we may remark with pride, that 
the more atn»cious crimes, |K>isoning and false 
accusations, have always been less frequent in 
our native country than in any other. During our 
cirvil and religfeus troubles, during the madness 
of a most dreadful revolution, h^our, (using 
the word in the strictest sense) had rarely to 
blush even at evils where hunwrnity was com- 
pelled to' groan. How is it then that m the 
glorious epoch in which we live, in a city the 
centre of politeness*and of all the social virtues, 
that the seeds^ of a vice the most odious with 
which society can be wfe^ed, should be nour- 
ished, and t^ examples' of an offence which 
differs only from poisoning in the legal impu- 
nity it enJG^s, should so increase among us. 

I was very for from indulging in such painful 
reflections last M^nds^ evening, when return- 
ing from M. de Senange%, where I had passed 
a most agreeable day in the midst of a family, 
whose happiness appeared thcmore firmly es- 
tablished, because it was founded <h) the union 
of every virtue* The father of this house, af- 

VoL. I. M 
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ter having exerdscd with honour in the parlia* 
ment of Bordeaux, an office hereditary in his 
family, has come to Paris to enjoy a repose 
suited to his taste, and a considerable fortune 
which he acquired in our colonies before their 
late disasters. I do not know a more delight- 
ful spectacle than a numerous family li^ed 
together by the -ties of blood, of habit, and of 
friendship. The wish to enjoy this sight, often 
carries me to the house of M. de Senanges. 
.During my last visit, I learned from him that 
his eldest daughter, the beautiful and modest 
Amelia, was about to be married. He pre- 
sented to me his future son-ii^law, a young of- 
ficer distinguiahed among the brave for his 
courage, and who promises to ennoble a name 
already celebt*ated in our military annals. Ti>e 
agreements had been drawn up, the young folks 
adored each other, the contract which v^as to 
be the guarantee of the most tender union was 
to take place on the morrow, and as a friend of 
both families I was invited to be present. 

Returned home, Lbegan to compose an £pi- 
thalamium on the nuptials of this youthful pair, 
but, recollecting that Amelia had surnamed me 
the eternal preacher, the idea struck tne of ad- 
dressing them in a little sermon. To give it 
the proper form I turned to read a few pages of 
Masilion; I opened the book by chance, and 
lighted upon the following picture of calumny, 
which I found much more impressive on read- 
ing it again the next day. 

«' The tçngue of the slanderer is a devouring; 
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fire which consumes every thmg it touches; . 
%vhich leaves behind in its progress nothing but 
ruin and deselatfon ; which penetrates even to 
the bowels of the earth, and seizes upon the 
most secret things ; change» to vile dirt and 
ashes, which, wharbut just now^ we regarded 
as most brilKant and precious; which at the 
very time» when to all appearance it is extinct, 
bursts forth and rages again with gpreater vio" 
lence and danger than ever^ and which^in the 
end, bl^kens all which it has not been able to 
consumie." Reading this lecture c«»nmunica- 
ted insensibly another course to my ideas. I 
forgot my epithalamium and lell asleep, reflect- 
ing on the frightful evHs of which calumny has 
been at all times the cause, without however 
dreaming that I «hould so shortly meet with a 
new ex^ple of its effects. 

A(. de Senanges had invited me to dinner on 
the morrowy» being the day on which the con- 
tract was to be signed. On my arrival I was 
surprised at the disquietude which reigned in 
the house. The servants wandered about the 
room» wUh distracted countenances. The bells 
were in motion in every corner of the mansion. 
I perceived Dubois, the valet, and enquired the 
reason of these appearances. " Ah, Sir," said 
this old servant with tears in his eyes, " I know 
not what has passed in this house since yes- 
terday evening ; it seems^ as though hell had 
broken loose. Mr. Charles, our young lady's 
Intended, is closeted with my master in his 
cabinet, and my mistress in her ehamber with 
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tiftr daoghter Miss Amelia, wli« lias Muted 
three times this morning;.*' Without being 
announced, I went straight to ilie cabiaei of 
M. de Senangeân he was walking up and down 

• in great agitation : as soon as he saw me he 
embraced me^ and without saying a word, 
shewed me a letter which Chartes held open 
in his hand, and the address of which he re- 
garded with ejes sparkling with rage. I read 
it:-*— it was an anonymous letter coached in 
these terms : 

« Sir,— The inviolable attachment which I 
feel for you, obliges me to> give «you some In- 
foi*mation in an affidr where your honour and 
your happiness are equally interested. Mr. 
Charles d'Henneccmrt, on iwiiom you are on the 
point of beslowing the hand éf your daughter, 
has given a solemn promise of magrriage iu 
Germany, which will very soon be brought be- 
fore the tribunals of thb country? In a fort- 
night you shall Receive such written proofe of 
this as even M. de Hennecourt hhaself shall 
Dot dare to contradict.** ^ 'Tis an in&mous 
lie,- ' cried Charlm, with a voice altered by 
passion : ^ indisputably*^ said I coolly, <* it is a 
falsehood, who can doubt it ?" » That gentle- 
man," (replied the young man with the most 

.touching emotion, pointing to-M. deSenanges) 
*< and perhaps Amelia herself^'*—" How, my 
respected friend,'* said I, taking his hand, <« do 
you put faith in an anonymeus letter, do you 
suffer your repose, your happiness, and that 
of your' fiimtly, to depend on a clandestine 
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fabricationv dictated either Ijy emy.er haiaed, 
and vrhich ^proves nothing but the ivlckedness 
of those who nnake use of such expedieois. 
Can you put in competitiQn94^e word of a man 
of honour whom you .havje thought worthy to 
make one of your family ,. with* the dark accu- 
sation of a villaiious:.ett«my. Rememher my. 
dear Senanges, that there are cases in which' 
the moai implicit confidence is noc.essary, and 
tKat a man who once becomes jicce»»ible to ca« 
lumn)% places hhnself for aver at the mercy of 
the first Wretch who may feel it his interest to 
disturb his peace, I have, more than once had 
occasion to quote to you two adpiirable lines of 
Shakespeare—. «' 



-Slander lives upon succession) 



For ever hous'd wheçe it once gets possession. 

Dread lest to day you , confirm tlMs"— *' But, 
when interests so dear are at stake, is not even * 
the excess of prudence a .duty ? And these 
proofs too that are' promisM 1" . , . .^ " A gross 
cle>eeption ! wlych has for its ol?ject to produce 
some scandalous scene, some delay that calum- 
ny may employ to circulate i» Paris. the report 
of a marriage, breken olP) to weave some new 
web of iniquity." By dint of observjttions and 
reasoning, I succeeded in cal?ning the mind of 
M. dc Scnanges and the heart of poor Chsries. 
We went to the ladies' apartments, where I 
had the less trouble to console and oonvkice 
them, as, afier havii^gp attentively examined 'tlie 
letter, I undertook to. discover and ^expose the 
M 2 
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author that very day. Charles and Amelia em- 
braced me together. I had no time to lose. I 
made M. and Mme. de Senanges |iromise that 
they would sufTeMiotbing of this to a y pear , that 
the preparations fot the marriage shoQld ecm- 
tinue as they had been already orderedt aod I 
left them before dinner (aftis* ten mmutes pn- 
vate conversation with young Heaneconrt) car- 
rying with me the mysterious epistle* 

I had a suspicion founded on the ckcttm- 
stancesy which Charles had in confidences relal* 
ed to mC) but it vms of proof that I stood in 
need. Two clnes offered themselves to rae, 
the quality of the paper^ obviously of En^sh 
manufacturot and the impression of the aealt 
. The paper must have been boiight at Despilly*s; 
I went there immediately and "laaked for some 
paper similar to that which I produced. » They 
told me they had «one left ; I ivittted ; told 
them I was so much' in want of it that I 
would even pay sii^ fnmcs a sheet. '^Perhafis, 
Sir, you know Madame de Sennetifioni/' (said 
the young person of the shop) .«< we sold tbe 
last two quires we had to her some days ago.'^ 
This name was a gliiiimenng of light to mof I 
begged the girl to write down for me the in- 
formatioa^he had verbally given, and then went 
to one of our most eminent engravers. The 
impression on the sea! of this letter was neither 
arms nor cre^^ but an allegory so curious as 
inevitably to have* left some reoollection of it 
in the mind of the artist, and the high finish of 
the work ttiight afford a clue to the person 



wlvo cut it.-«Thmgs turned out as I «xpeoted» 
the eograver casting his eyes on the piece be- 
fore him, recognised . the worki of one of his 
fellow artisans» and mentionec^his address ; and 
to him I repaired without loss of time. This 
person informed me that he had engraved the 
seal six months beftire» fôr a lady for whom he 
was then engraving some visiting cards* He pro- 
duced to ene a proof which served as a model, 
and I read in so many letters, <* Madame de 
Seonemont.'^ My suspicions were then con- 
verted into cei^wity, I made the engraver give 
me a regular authentisation of what he had told 
me, and returned to M. de Senaof es. 

' On my way I revolved in my mind all I had 
heard of Madame àe Sennement, of her con- 
duct since her.widowhood, of Imr intrigues, of 
her misdeeds,, of her knowa connexion with 
yoiui^ Henneoeurt; and wett fumished^with 
proofs both moral and material» I gaily entered 
the parlour, where I found all the company as« 
seinbled.-«-A particular coûstraint appeared vi- 
sible in ail their countenances. The women 
were whispering together; M. and Mme.de 
Senanges were speaking low in the chimney** 
corner ; Amelia had teal» in her eyes, and 
Charles with difficulty concealed his chagrin. 
My entrance was a sort of event, for I could net 
help expressing my extreme surprise at seeing 
Madame de Sennemont seated close to Amelia, 
and lavishing upon her expressions of the most 
tender friendship. I stopped suddenly. *< How 
you stare at me," said she, forcing a laugh,— 
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« Wîth an astdnishment, Madam, which haç 
tioihing flattering in it, for you remintl me at 
this tnotnent'cjC the Spanish Surgeon, who wait- 
ed for passers by at the corner of a street, 
■wounded them with a poniard,' and then was 
one of the first to run to thKir assisti^ce/' This 
vi|^6rôus apostrophe occasioned -a violent sen- 
satibn in the company ; every one began to 
questiort me — I feh that a public eitplailation 
became indtspensible,and after having obtained 
the consent of the master of the house, I de- 
veloped the perfidious sçiare, .1 shewed the 
effects, and produced t^e proofs. Reproach 
was in every mouth.— Madam de Sennemont 
did not attempt to justify herself. She rose, 
smiled with disdain, and in going out darted ai 
me- a iook of fury, Che eloquence of" which I 
•could fully appreéiate. 

The depariure of this wickeé^oman was the 
• signal for conBdence and pleasures relations, 
friends, the intended bride aiid Uridegroom» all 
the company* loaded, tne with thanks» «ind the 
' supper for which I waited with impatience was 
' hastened. It may i?ery well be supposed th^t I 
did not lose so fine an opportunity oï preaching. 
Calumny I — What a fruitful subject Î ,1 took 
for my text the passage of Masiliôn, cited at 
the commencement of this article, aud I finish- 
ed by this beautiful image from Diderot. 

" Calumny vanishes at the death of the oh- 
scure man ; but at the urn of the illustrious she 
is eternally busy, raking his ashes with a poniard, 
evei) agtis after death." 
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THE MARRX4J&X FEAST. 

Point de milieu : l'Hymen et ses liens 

Sont les plus grands ou des maux ou des biens. 

VaLTAiBE, ËiTFAirf Pbod. Actc 2, So. 1. 

There is no medium i Hymen's bonds, tbey tell. 
Make life to man a heav'n on earth— K>r hell. 

Sib. Thomas More» rather severely, compar- 
ed a man about to be married, to one who put 
his hand into a sack in the hope of drawing out 
a single eel from among' a hundred vipers. ^<it 
is a hundred to one/* adds he, << but he will 
pick out a viper.*' Another Chancellor of the 
same countrjT, (Bacon) maintsdns a directly con- 
trary opiniort, and asserts, ^ that in this mar- 
riage sack, the eels would be in proportion of 
a hundred, to one of the npers.*' For my own 
part, I am induced to beKeve that the eels and 
vipers are there, as every.where else, mingled 
in nearly an equal proportion, and that you hav« 
but to endeavour to make a good choice. Be- 
tween these chancellors, there is, howeVer, a 
third philosopher, Lamotie-le-Vayer, who as- . 
sures us, <^ that the deep sleep, into which our 
first father was plunged before he was presented 
with his wife is an intimation to us to distrust 
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our sight entirely, and to choofie a male blinn- 
fbld." Marriage has always had more slan- 
derers than advocates. The comic writers, 
who, for these three thousand years bave^made 
it either tke fouodalion or the denouement oi 
their plots, seldom repreaent it, but in a ludi- 
crous uf ridiculous light. The inventors of 
tales, little histories, and epigrams, are nevtr 
sparing of their witticisms on the plagues of 
jmatrimony. Juvenal and Boileau have exhaust- 
ed their most cutting sarcasms on this subject: 
happily however, all these gentlemen have fail- 
ed in writing it out of taste. That saffron-co- 
loured robe, with whicii it has pleased the liber- 
tine Ovid to invest the god Hymen ; {croceo ve> 
latua amictu) if it does not continue to be the 
fs^shion.of the world, is at least a very usual 
vestment in every polished nation. Every body 
laughs at the joke.» but still they follow the use- 
ful rule, and marriage is a work ihat never 
ceases. A wife is to a young man a mistress, 
to the man of riper age a cojanpanion, aiid to the 
çld man a nurse. Marriage has its troubles, 
and its vexations, but in the end it i*i the only 
state» in which we can hope to unite all the 
sweets of friendship, all the pleasures of sense 
and reason, and in a word, all the happiness of 
which the human condition is susceptible. This 
hope, which it must l^e owned is not always 
realised, loses noting of its credit by the in- 
creasing number of its dupes. I never visit 
the church, but I hear banns published, I never 
pass the door of the mayor's officei but I see it 
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covered with ncftices of marriage, fr»*i all 
which I am led to conclude, that the sacred ia«> 
stitution is in no dangler of falling into disuse, 
and that we are still far from that corrupt time^ 
when celibacy shall be esteiçmed an -honour. 

I am nalurally verjr much inclined to prsiise 
the^resent times, at the expense of the past, 
yet I should hesitate before I ventured to af- 
firm that the marriages of convenience which 
I have formerly seen solemnised, were less 
happy than those of inclination, which now 
take place. It is not very clearly denK>nstrated 
to me, that the reason» of parents, nay even 
their prejudices, are not better guarantees of 
a happy union, than the pasMons of yoxinfç 
folks, than those sadden preferences, which 
are too often mistaken for the deeper feelings 
of the. heart.' But be this as it may, 1 shall 
not attempt to decide a question of so much 
importance, and until I may be able to produce 
in favour ot my opinion, a mass of strong evi- 
dence» I must suppose that the advantages and 
the inconvenien^ies of marriage, remain much 
the same as they were formerly, that nothing 
matefial has- happened to work a change, and 
that my observations only apply to forms^ 

In older times girls were educated in con-» 
vents, whi^ they only quitted to -marry. It 
was at the Parlour Grate^ that the young lady 
received the first visit of h«r intended spouse. 
I yet remember the day on which I accompa- 
nied my father andb mother to the convent of 
the Carmelites, to fetch away my eldest sistèr> 



144 '«HE MARRIAGE ÏEAST* 

ndio was a few days afterwaHh to be led to titc 
altar. I think I still see ntfrself at the a^e oi 
ten years and a half» in a Freneh dress, ivith a 
sword by my side» seated in a grave assemblage 
of the famUy, to which my sister {adorned in a 
robe of satin figured wit^ gold flowers, whose 
precious work uofdded itself in a train of six 
feet in length,} was introduced. I have not 
forgotten the fittle japan box, in w|ilch were 
enclosed the lace and family jewels specified in 
the marriage contract. But one circumstance 
is still snore deeply engraven on my mind: 
that is, the moment when my sister, before 
setting out far church, threw herself on her 
knees before my father and motherland begged 
their benediction. There was something very* 
moving, very aftcting in this patriarchal cus- 
tom : perhaps it cannot subsist at the same time 
with that, which permits a g^l to thee and 
thou her mother, (of late too much thecustom.^^ 
But let us leave these old recollections and see 
how matters are now managed. 

I had observed for several moiiths, the assi- 
duous visits paid by young Léon de Senneterre 
at the house of; M. £|awn, one of the richest 
and most honourable of our bankers. The 
young man, whose father had been a friend of 
mine, had made me half his confidant, so that 
I was not much surprised, when last Monday I 
received an invitation, of which the first letter 
was formed of a Cupid with a flambeau, hold- 
ing in his hand a garland of roses. The enve- 
lope contained, according to polite usage> let* 
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ters from both families, and I was amusmg my- 
self with examining the devices, when M. Léon 
de Sennctcrrc was announced; he came to re- 
quest Tny presence at the signature of the con- 
tract, and my assistance in the choice and pur- 
chase of the nuptial presents. As I had not 
sufficient reliance on my own taste, I begged to 

add to our party Madame de L ^, who had 

been formerly of such great service to me on 
the day on which I acted the godfather.* We 
went, and our mission pleased her exceedingly. 
We entered the carriage and began our shop- 
ping. The choice of the dresses was the most 
important. Our first iriait therefore, was to the 
Repository of Notistier. In a naoment, Madame 

de L unrolled two hundred of the richest 

pieces and of the newest stuffs; and t^n or 
twelve robes of satin velvet, Berlin net, plain, 
cmbroidereil, and figured muslins, Sec. &c. were 
speedily chosen. 

Leaving Noustier^s we repaired to a famous 
iTierchant,who accommodated us with two mag- 
nificent fur cloaks, just arrived from Vîtînsky: 
A Greek from Smyrna eold us four beautiful 
Cashmire shawls, among whfch was one, of co- 
lours so strange, and pattern so curious, in a 
word so ugly, that nothing less than the value 
of the three others was sufficient to pay for it. 
The suit of diamonds had been ordered 
above three months agoatScnsier's; splendour 
and taste were never carried further. The box 
alone cost 2000 francs, 

• S«e pasre 20. 
Vol. I. N 
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If) a CDunItyf in which the value of a gift >s 
increased by the mode of presenting^ it» tlie 
choice of a marriage basket and Sultan was nc. 
to be neglected: Teissier was. clever, or per- 
haps fortunate enough^ to leave nothing to be 
wished fur on this head, even by Madame cfe 
I I " ■ herself. The basket in form of an ao- 
' cient altar, was, not less remarkable for its ele- 
gance, than for its exquisite workmanship— 
Allegorical desl|pns of the most brilliant fancy, 
painted on velvet by the most distinguished ar- 
tists, and surrounded by a border of pearl, or- 
namented the outside— within, the most pre- 
cious aromatics exhaled at once, all the per- 
fumes of Arahia.— Robes, diamonds, shawk, 
lace ; all \^ere enclosed in this splendid enve- 
lope. The SuUan itself, of a-plain and sinpie 
form, was ornamented with garlands of roses, 
exaiuted in the finest skyle in Chenille^ and 
contained gloves, essences, pastilles, some 
phials of £au de Ninon, and a few Eastern cos- 
metics. / . 
t On our arrival at the house -Wliere all were 
assembled to witness the signature of the con- 
tract, Lépn hastened to lay his offering at the 
feet of th» beautiful Victorine. Th« ladies' 
ctfriosity prçcluded delay in ransacking the 
cooients of the basket : every thing must be 
seen and examined piece by piece. The young 
folks tried on the diamonils, dresise4 themselves 
in the shawls, and now and then a sigh betray- 
ed the littlç jealousy, wliich vanity could not 
fall to excite at tlie gorgeous display. 
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M. Dawn ordered the marriage gifts to be 
taken to hia daughter's chamber, and there 
placed in order : the notary gravely put on his 
spectacles and began to read h^ Gothic jargon, 
of which, happily for her modesty, the young 
bride understck>d not a single word; Léon 
whispers apart, to ask if it was necessary to 
have eight pagçs written, to record that their 
lové should be eternal, and that their future 
fortune, pains and pleasures sliould be mfitual. 
The reading finished, each parly signed ; the 
public officer being a friend of the family, bad 
brought the register with him : the act was en- 
rolled, and Victorine was then saluted as Coun- 
tess de Senneterre, which title nevertheless, 
she would not accept until next day, when she 
should have received the nuptial benediction in 
the church of St. Roch. The ceremony "was 
short, but impressive j Victorine, after the* low 
jnass which finished it, with difficulty conceal- 
ed behind her prayer book^ the emotion w^hich 
she fiçlt. On leavingDie church, while waiting 
for the carriages, I could not see without a sq* 
cret pleasure, that she emptied her purse bto 
the poor's bot, seeking at the same time to 
avoid all observation. ♦ * 

Old General Senneterre had insisted that the 
marriage should be celebrated at his seat, two 
leagues firom Paris, ft was noon when we 
reached that place. The youths of the village 
had assembled at the entrance of the avenue, 
and on our alighting, sallited us with a discharge 
of musk^ry, and the girls brought nosegays to 
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the new-Tnanried couple, who could not reach 
the parlour were breakfast awaited us* ivithout 
receiving the congratulations of the bailiST — the 
steward — the gardener — the farmers, and ail 
the people belonging tq the Chateau. 

The guests arrived one after another, and the 
felicitations occupied the time till the dinner 
hovr» long delayed by an Epithalamium, which, 
thanks to the ancient prec^or of Léon, had 
been composed in honour of the occasion ; by 
divers couplets, with which each person came 
furnished ; and by the gaiety of the old general, 
who €iiished the entertairunent by a sermon to 
his nephew, of which, I recollect only the last 
sentence: 

* ^< Remember my dear Leon, that in a year at 
<^ farthest, we must celebrate another feast 
<< here; and never forget that the most sorious 
^( cowiplaint a woman can have against her hus- 
« band, is that with whic'h a Spanish lady made 
'<^ the tribunals of Madrid resound. Mi marido 
<« ea^rand musico^ bùen eecrivanoj singular con- 
" tador^ salvo que nor muUi/ilica,'' 

At the «ound of violins, the company rose 
from the table to dance. Julian difected the 
orchestra. «To oblige her father, the bride 
opened the bail with a , minuet, which she 
danced in a style so graceful, as to reconcile me 
completely to that generally insipid dance— 
quadrilles-^waltzes, and English country dances 
^ Succeeded, with so much spirit, and small loss of 
time, that it |vas two o'clock in the morning be- 
fore the depaature of the new-marrfcd couple 
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was perceived. It was dayjight when we sepa* 
rated. The family and their most intimate 
friends sleprat the chateau, and 'met ^^ dinner 
the next day. The prcsence^of the bride was 
anxiously looked for— >&he appeared, and I im« 
mediately recollected the* charming verses of 
Desmahis : * 

I:i8 jeune époase de la ville. 
Tout a-la-fois pâle et vecbMîUe» 
Avait encor l'air étonné 4 
Kt tout ensemble heureuse et sage, 

Laissait sur son visa^ • ^ • 

Le Plaisir qu'aie avait donné. 

The bltishiog fair one's changing cheek. 
Her downcast eye, and aspect meek. 
The various thoughte within betray« 
As o'er her hce the colours play, .^ 
And teU to every friend around. 
The joy she gave, the blis3 she found. ' , 
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tHE THREE .VISIT». ' 

Sinrula quacque looum teneairt sort* ta de center^ 

Hoa. Ars. Poet. V. 92. 

Place each person and thing in their proper situation. 

In the year 1637, a great-uacle of my grand- 
father! purciuised of an attorney^a house situat- 
ed in Rue de la Fenonnevie, near the charnel 
heuse of the Innocents : it was the ueny hotise 
in ivhiph Kavaiilac had end^voured to clXÉceal 
hinoj^f seven-andHwénty jBcars before oti the 
fatftl i4tb of May. My grand- ttncle, Vrho had 
been an officer in^lie guards^ undtn* Loiiis XIII. 
ordered the heuse whîcli had contained this 
monster for a few hours to betpuHed down,' and 
built two shops on its site. In one he establish- 
ed as a trader the eldest daughter of his nurse^ 
and in the Q4her he placed at theJieadofasmall 
âfssortment of grocery, the son of one of his ten- 
smts, whomhehad the courage toecknowledge as 
a relation' — (and thi» by the wayy was the reason 
why none aif my step-oousins could jenter into 
the chapters of German nobility.) These two 
^Establishments have prospered fjt>m one gene- 
ration to another. The first increased pro- 
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gresÀivel3r9 and passed ivithé^it ostentUiôn from 
small-nvares to lace ; and iabout the middle of 
the last ceotiu^yS M. I^onnefoi, one of the de-, 
scendants in the- male line from the nurse's 
daughter, raised the business to a hosier's, and 
his children now carry' on m partnership, on the 
same spot, one of the b^st regulated and most 
frequented shops in the capital, for caps and 
stockings. The second of these institutions be'- 
carae to its proprietor the source of a fortune 
still more brilliant and rapid. From father to 
son succeeded, a grocer, a collector of taxes, a 
provision contractor, | farmer genei^al's deputy, 
a stock-broker, a partner with Paris Duvérney ; 
and my relation M. Derville is at this moment, 
in the person of his adopted great grandson, • 
one of the richest and most esteemed bsmkeris 
in Paiis. It is a circumstance worthy of re- 
mark, that these two femîlies have preserved a 
sort-of hereditary gratitude for me, out of whiA 
springs a frieiidship that I eultivate with plea- ' 
sure. Tweke or iifteen thousand livres a year, 
gained by laborbus industry in the profession 
of his forefathers, far from giving bifth in the 
mi»d of the hosier to an ambitfbn but too com- 
mon in the- world, of changing his habitation^ 
and mode of life, have only serwd, to render* 
his home and his habits, to which so many^ 
happy recollections are attached, still \nore 
dear to hin^, Our financier, resides in a charm n 
ing mansion in the Rue Cérutti, but he has 
lately retaken his paternal dwelling, which he - 
has transformed into a lottery çffice : the ma- 
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i\^gement of which he has confided to a verf i 
pretty widow. ^ j 

It so happened that last week I received 
three invitations for the same day. The hosier 
begged me to do hina the friendship— the finan- 
cier to do him the pleasure, and (he* prince of 

N r— to do him the honour of passing the 

evening with him. I did not like to refuse the 
one ; I wished to go to the other, and I could 
not dispense with the invitation of the third. 
This triple task appeared at first impossible to 
fulfil ; >ut on recollecting' that the evening of 
. different classes of society is composed of very 
different hours» and that by making a good use 
^of thé opportunity offei*ed me, I might be able 
to observe various contrasts, and perhaps gather 
a few new observations, I made arrangements 
to attend the three engagements. 

^The hosier, M. Bonnefoi, dines at two o'clock ; 
hé has chosen this as a medium between the 
fashion and his former habits. At four o'clock, 
when I arrived, they were taking coffee in a 
little back parlour, rather dark, (the furniture 
of faded blue and u'hite Chinese silk)iand which 
served by turns for a counting house, dining 
parlour, and drawing room. For that day the 
business of the shop was entrusted to the care 
of thoir.two clerks ; one of whom appeared to 
possess the confidence of the master of the 
house. The family of tlie honest tradesman 
consisted of M. Bonnefoi the elder, of the heir 
* presumptive to the hosiery business, of Mat- 
Uicw Bonne(Qi,' who was second clerk at a no- 
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tary's, and of Miss Victoria Botinefoi, who had 
just attained her sixteenth year, and on whom 
already rested the whqle weight of the house-, 
hold affairs, Thip entire house Was ifhder the 
direction of Madame Bonnefoi, whose activity, 
knowledge, and, if the whole truth roust be 
spoken, whose despotic sway left little for her 
husband to do. . Two or three male ajad 
as <tnany female acquaintances completed the 
company. My entrance interrupted a most 
interesting dissertation on cotton and wool- 
len net-caps, East India Mlk stockings, and 
socks of unbleached Moulins thread. After a 
little conversation on 'subjects of more variety 
and géfheral interest, such as the scandal of the 
neighbourhood, the embellishments of Paris, 
the price of ^povisions in the market^and the 
dangcu^ of copper sOew pans, Miss Victoria (ac- 
companying herself on a spinnet which bore 
date anno 1737) sung two or three songs from 
" rEpiciirien -JPrançais,'* which Mr. Charles, 
the youngest of the shopmen, had taken care to 
select for her. After *this little concert, the 
table was covered with a Bergame doth. At 
one end M. Bonnefoi began a game of drafts 
with M. Delbeuf a linen draper at the sign of 
Blue Beard; while at the other the mistress of 
the house made a party at piquet, with the first 
singer at St. Eustache, whose long and familiar 
intimacy at M. Bonnefoi's had* now and then 
given occasion for a little exeri^i^e of thâ 
tongue of scandal. The rest of the circle 
gathered round M. Cocherel^ a post office 
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cl«rk,* urtio bavihg twice or thrice performed 
the journey from Paris to Bourdeaux in the 
cabriole of a diligence, i thought himscsif a fit 
rival for •I'avernier and Hunaîboldt At nine 
o'cloclc I left them. As I crossed the shop» I 
thouglit I perceived little Charles, speaking 
with some emotion to Miss Victoria» who lis- 
tened «to him attentively with her eyes c^st 
down upon her work. She blushed on seeing 
me, from modesty more than surprise» and I 
doubted not but the young shop-boy would one 
day become the shep-master. 

I had gone on foot to A{. Bonnefoi's : out of 
respect to my white silk stockings, I now took a 
hackney coacU for M^ Derville'si where I found 
a compa&y, if ttot the most brilliant, at least the 
itiost amiable in Paiis. There might be found 
wit without arrogance, learning without pedan- 
try, ji^reat names without pride, and gaiety 
wkhout confusion. Mme. Derville^ was at 
once the soul and model of this^ charming so- 
cict)!. Her elements were variously codiposed; 
but their oppositions were not contrasts. She 
possessedân the highest degree, that secret of 
delicate souls, which Marmontel defines to be 
the art of reconciling that which we desire 
with that* which is proper for us. Nothing 
could b«^ finer than her pei^on ; nothing more 
brilliant than her conversation. Her bon roots 
are., quoted ^nd repeated every where; and, 
%onderful :to relate, they never give pain to atiy 
one. 

- * Bràpl^lÉmérite des Messageries. 
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If we reflect on the state of such society» we 
must be struck with the idea of the prodigious 
change wrought bythç last century in the man» 
ners and custonid of the commercial class.— 
Turcfortt «s now nothing more than a fenciful 
picture, painted by a great master, but to which 
we should be unable to discover a single re- 
semblance. I only speak with relation, to man* 
ners and exterior forms ; nor do I mean to af- 
firm that the change is really so great or com- 
plete as at first glance it appears to be. At 
eleven o'clock punch and ices were served, and 
I chose that moment to depart, informing Ma- 
dame Derville of the ceremonious visit I had 
to pay.-^" I should not wish," said she laugh- 
iug, ^^ that you should go to sucb a house in a 
hackney coach. My carriage is ready» and at 
your service. It will not certainly be very 
conspicuous for its armorial .beariugs ; bu| ne- 
vertheless it will enter the court yard. Ser- 
vants without liveries are not permitted to pass 
the first anti-chamber ; but you- will find mine, 
on coming out^, ready ta give you your great 
coat, and call up the carriage.'-' I immediately 
accepted her offer, and returned home to alter 
Qiy dress. I left my toilette habited in a trim- 
med velvet suit, which had been made for mc 
in the year 1783 : Inarmed myself with a bril- 
liant handled steel sword, whq^e^rusty blade 
has become inseparable from its scabbard, and 
covering my bvld front with a hat and feather^ 

drove in this ridiculous dress to THotel de . 

I remarked with more compaasipn than pride 



Ï56 THE THREE f^lS^TS, 

several finq (gentlemen in embroidered cloathes, 
Mrho descended from i|;nôble hacks at the cor- 
ner of the street, and crossed the court on tip- 
toe, seeking to avoid being seen by those whose 
carriages entered ^t the same time. *I alighted 
at the foot of the grand staircase, and arrived 
between two rows of powdered lacqueys of ev- 
ery denomination, at the entrance of the apart- 
ments,, where a valçt opened and . closed the 
folding doors, while a hussar, with the voice of 
a Stentor, announced the visitors, maDgling* the 
foreign names in the ipost barbarous manner, 
and pitching the elevation of his voice accord- 
ing to the importance of the title which pre- 
sented itself. For my own part I glided in al- 
most incognito between a Highness and an Ex- 
cellency, and with some difficulty penetrated as 
far as the magnificent saloon, which contained 
the 'Princess, surrounded by ladies sparkling 
with diamonds, who occupied according to their 
rank and distinction, places more or less jiear 
to her. The Princess seemed to be weary, and 
the ladies did not appear mnoifi better amused. 
They eyed one another, whispered aside to those 
next them, and some .criticism or little piece 
of scandal alone now and then enlivened the 
listlessness with which they were overwhelmed. 
The Princp was walking up and down a su- 
perb gallery, attended by a few great person- 
nage» ; among whom were generals distinguish- 
ed by their famous exploits, men celebrated 
for their genius, and magistrates honoured for 
their iiiicgrityiK- I knew not in what class to 
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place a little gentleman "With a sword by hi» 
side, but without a hat or any ornameiit^ y? ho 
ranged all the aparttnents with a look of great 
business, new giving orders to the footmenj 
now whispering in the Prince's ear, and noV 
presenting the ladies to the Princess. I learnt 
that fie was a Sort of factotum, one of those 
respectable VAA^ companions who have just wit 
enough to regulate the etiquette of a great 
house) and whom the public (generally with- 
out reason) think in high favour with its owner. 

It was one o'clock when I retired, not quite 
certa^ whether I had been perceived, but well 
satisfied with having fulfilled a duty, and con- 
vinced (hat the great bestow no attention at 
their own homea^ but ufion those who are 'absent. 

In accounting to myself for my evening, I 
affirmed with all the good faith I profess, and 
efipecially towards myself, that simplicity and 
cordiality would draw me much oftener to the 
back parlour of M. Bonncfoi, if the first was 
not too near a-kin to bad taste, and if to say the 
truth the impertinences of the lower class of 
citizens were not more insupportable than all 
the rest ; — that I should think most highly of 
the gaiety, wit, and ease which reigns in the 
drawing room of Madame Derville, wishing 
only a benevolence more extended, pfinciples 
and morals a little inore solid, ana perhaps 
commerce a little more certain,— -and in-line» 
thut all hopes of pleasure must be renounced*, . 
where etiquette, ceremony, >nd restraint bear 
sway. . ♦ 

Vol. L O * 
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No, XVIII— 6^^ Jme, ISlSi 

■ THE COUNTRY EXCURSION, 

A mighty pt)ini>, tho' made of little things. 

Que cette pomp brillante est composée de petites 
choses ! 

The taste, or rather let me say the mania 
for the country, has never been so widely cUf- 
fused as it noiy is among the Parisians* A ru- 
ral fever has ceased on all classes of society ; a 
person is at this- season ashamed to be met in 
Paris» and only accosts his friend to "declare 
that he has just arrived from, or is just settins; 
out for, the country. The great folks go^o drÎHk 
the waters at liarrèges» at TaepUtz, or at Spa. 
The rich classes retire to their seats, some 
leagues from the capital : the good citizens hire 
a corner of land at Pussy, Chaillot, or Boulogne ; 
and the mechanics pass their Sundays in the 
* meadows of St. Gervais, or the woods of Bo* 
mainville. It is only among the middling class 
of citizens, that country jaunts are planned six 
months beforehand, and tqt accomplish which, 
they hoard up, during the winter the produce 
du JIambeait de la àouiiloUe à 30 soî/s,* which, 

• A game at csfrds, 
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in spîte of thp &fthîon, tliey continue to play 
every evening in c<^rt»in ho\}ses of La Citéj and 
the faubourg St. Jacques. The choice of the 
place, the number of the company, the point of 
rendezvous, tha^ moment of departure, the 
means of carrîagç, the specie» and qtelity of - 
provisions to be taken, all are weighed, calcu- 
lated» and discussed,*a8 if \t was intended to ef- 
fect a settlement in New Holland. I have long 
remarked that pleasure ^ntast be caught flying, 
instead of apppintin|f a place to meet her, and 
I have seldom found that these projected 
amusements, so lonç in preparation,, have an* 
swered the ideas which were formée of them : 
among many little adventures of tn^ich I have 
been witness, and w^ich I could adduce as 
proofs of this truth, I w;!! relate the most re- 
cent. ' 

M. Vaucels is an old clerk in the ofRcc for 
foreign affairs, retired to his house in the fau- 
bourg St. Jacques, where his fortune enables 
him to receive the best company of the Estra- 
pade and Fiace St. MicheL He enjoys in his 
quarter all the consideration d^e to an excel- 
lent reputation and exemplary probii^, and the 
privilege of citing at all* times the names of , 
Cardinal de Bernis, and M. de Vergennes, and 
the treaty of ^56, on the btisiness of which he • 
had the honour of making two'joumies. ' The 
recovery of Madame Vaucels from a serious 
illness, which had caused her fkmily and friends 
much Inquietude, suggested the idea of aiittle 
fête which was delibçjrated upon through the 
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ifirinterr^nd the 30th of May fixed as its epocV 
The spot pitched on was the heights of Char 
ville, at the Arme Ornée of M. Duriva^e, the 
aonrin-law of M. Vaucels. The motive for the 
party and the particular esteem I entertain for 
the fai«|ly with whom I have been long con- 
nected, made it a kind of duty» that I should 
attend this oompany, though I expected very 
little pleabure from it. I had at first been 
cofnmissioned by ihe mistress of the house to 
arrange the programe of the entertainment, bat 
her husband would not surrender this right» 
insisting that it belonged to the department 
for foreigif affairs. He, therefore, assigned to 
everyone their employment. M. Crochard, 
an old attorney, and one of the ' most skilful 
epicures of the ancient iSa^ocAei was entrusted 
with purveying the eatables, and M. Franc^ a 
grocer in the Rue Fc»sé-St-Jacques, undertook 
to hire the vehicles. ' Our little caravan con- 
sisted of seventeen persons, M. and Madame 
Vaucels; M. Dorivage, bis wife and their 
daughter Emily, who was seventeep years of 
age and the prettiest figure in the world : five 
persons of M. Crochard's family, the most in- 
teresting of whom, particularly in the eyes of 
Emily, was young ' Augustus Crochard, first 
clerk in his father's office : M. Franc und his 
^is^e» Madame Desnoyers, a widow, neither 
young nor old, but rich enough to assure her- * 
s^lfof all the advantages of youth ; M. Frimont, 
a recitor at the Lyceum of Charlemagne and 
a wit of the pays Latin^ renowned Jor iSs festi- 
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val couplets, his driaking songs, and, his social 
qualities ; and lastly, a cousin of Aladame de 
Vaucels, who was an officer in the Paris Guards ; 
a Miss Binet, an old nnaidj only daughter of an 
sincienl rej^ister in the Tax -office : a physician, 
and myself. Two hacki^ey coaches, a Uerman 
gondola, and a char-a-bancs^ were placed at the 
disposal of the company, who were to assemble 
at six in the morning at the Phce Camurai.--^ 
M. Crochard made his appearance at break of 
day, that he might himself pack iip, ancl depo- 
sit in the char-a-bancs, the package containing • 
a calfs ihead du fiuiis<erxainy dressed by the» 
hand of M. Varin himself, the pies, the cold 
dishes, and two" hampers of different sorts of 
vine : the baskets of the other conveyances 
were stuffed with coff(ee and cordials, and all the 
delicacies of the desert. Every thing was rea? 
dy, and not a soul had arrived ; eight o'clock 
struck, anâ hardly a sufficient nuniber had as- 
sembled to fill one carnage. M. Crocliard be- 
came impatient ; the" coachmen swore ; the 
more punctual of the party, among whom I was^ 
one, began to pass in review the faults and fol-'' 
lies of those absent. Tl^ servants ran from 
one house to another to hurry the ladies ; — at 
last they come, but one had forgot her umbrel-* 
la, another her work-bag, and a third the key 
of her drawers. We could not, however, per- 
mit them to return, and, in an indifferent tem- 
per, we mounted the carnages, after having 
disputed most politely at the door above nk 
02 
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quarter jof in hour who ^ould gife up tlm ttoot 
•seats* 

It was near ten o'clock, and we were just 
telling off*, when we perceived that Madile. 
Binet, whom th^b care of her birds, her gold 
fish, ha# three cats, and her spaniel bad» with- 
eut doubt, delayed, wa$ still aniong the n)issing. 
M. FriiÉont was sent to look for her : they 
tnisstd each -ether oit the road, and we depart* 
ed without the reciter, who was appointed to 
rejoiÀ the carriages at the barriers with his 
^iiHend the officer, who agreed to stay behind for 
him. 

Without roentionkig a multiuide of little 
contrary accidents, which retarded our coarse 
through the streets of Paris, I cofne to a Yen- 
table cetastrophe. M^da ni|^ Desnoyers was the 
only lady in the char-^a-bancs, in which I was 
seated ; our evil ^eaius suggested to her the 
idea of driving a miserable hoi?se, which was 
harnessed to the frail vehicle. IVf. Crochard 
and myBelf made some observations which were 
evidently displeasing to her, ai\f) to «vhich she 
replied by oveiaurning us into a small ditch on 
the road aide, opposite the Chemin D'jiuteviL 
The chief misfertutie which ensued from our 
downfal was the loss of the greater part of our 
best provi^ons-*— the ealf s head rolled into the 
ditch, leaVing behind a tract of lobsiers and 
mushrooms ^ the bottles were dashed in pieces 
by the shock ^ and the wine ran in torrents on 
the ground before the eyes of M. Crochard, 
whose de&pair had soni^thing in it so comic, 
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that the yiokat laughter inie wl^çh it thfeisr 
me, prevented me -for some moments from 
rising from the earth. With some difSculty 
xre put our carriage to fights, and were the la^ 
to arrive at ChavUte, where thfe relation of our 
<)}$aster filled all the company v^iih di|inay,<^ 
the ride and the air having created an appetite 
to Tvhich this accident was a terrible baulk. 
While M, Crochard collflcteii tof^ther tHe re? 
mains of the feast,and availed himself of all th^ 
resources which the nei$i:hbouj;hoodaf}briled t.p 
provide the dinner, M. Durivage. had the cr«^ 
eltf to seize myself and two or three other gen-* 
tlemen of the pa^ty, and compel us to trudge 
with him all. over his farm, and thirtj-aeyen 
acres of laind, oi which it .. consisted, without 
sparing uneven a fi^t of meadow. Th^ ladies 
seated in a bam which %srved for a sort of draw- 
ing room, be|f;an to complain of the uneasiness 
of the church chairs, which the overseers wife 
had lent'them. Young Emily poutbd«in a cor- 
ner at Augustus^ who had reiîsed to* take his 
place beside h^ in thi!& gondola» and^ preferred 
diisBrting himrself with gallopning about on a 
hack horse. As we returned fron^ owr survey, 
Frimont and the officer wfeo h?^ hoped to over- 
take the carriages arrived^, having walked all 
the way, and being violently heated^ as well in 
body aa in temper. They quarrelled vi^I^ e ve;*y 
thing, and cursed Madile. Binet a^d her mena- 
gerie pretty frequently. Having however ex- • 
hausted their spleen, the poet Friin^nt began 
to think of the verses he had promise^ on .the . 
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recovery of Madame de Vaucels, and sealed 
himself on the stump of an old willow tree, 
lately lopped, (the only.sheUer fora quarter of 
9 league round^ to endeavour to adapt a few 
couplets, vrhich he always tiad in reserve, to 
presenttircumstances. During this time the 
cloth was laid, but a pastoral observation of the 
physiciaif put into their heads the idea of dining 
in the open Mr on a piece of turf hard by, on 
wiflch indeed the grass was rather thinly sppead. 
•«•Some remain9of the pies, an omelet, a sakid 
^tnixed up with oil from the farm which smelt 
onost Ohfonunately, and a fe^ bottles of wine of 
such a quality, that in comparb^n with it the 
wine d|» Surèhe might pass for nectar, were 
carried to this placfe. Our appetite would have 
accommodated itself to this frugal i%past, but 
to compute our troubles, a sudden storm of 
rain diescended oa.ouEr table, as thte Harpies did 
on that of ^neas. Notwithstanding rnxxv utmost 
celerity in carrj^ing the viands to sf shelter, even 
the most hungcf of us could not profit by then). 
Frimont) who had sacrificed his dinner to his 
glory, was not now willing to lose the fruit. Mc 
sung, to. the- tune of the Fenime Sensible^ a ro- 
mance which met with no succeas among us. 
His vanity was piqfued, and he revenged it on 
the vanity of others. Ill humour was fast seiz- 
ing us all, and to put an end to it, nothing ap- 
X)cared better than lo return to Paris. This 
' ntovement reconciled every body, and all agreed 
that but for these little accidents the party 
wo«ld %ve been delightful. Durivagç even 
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talked t^ haying hH-revenge' next montli, but 
for myself, satisfied \vith the proof which I had 
given of the intencst I took in the re-establish- 
xnent of Madsqne dé Vaucels' health, I deter^ 
mined not to ofie»tt second of the same sort, 
aiM resolved fer (he future to be u|K)n my 
guard against all Fermée Ornées^ never to go to 
country houses but where the master&^ri^there 
to receive *y ou, where your dinneirdoes not de- 
pend on the stumbling of a horse or a show^ 
of rsin, where the vanity of jthe,host is tender-. 
cd by his politeness — in a word, tq go into the « 
country only for #hade, repose^ liberty ; 9nd ^ 
above all ivhefe those pretensions and folHes 
which the customs of a city forces on^ to en- 
doret but which appear insapfjortable iti the 
country be«auae therie we do not expect tftmçet 
with them, are- for jotl«?R^ , - 
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THE NOSEGAY GIRL. 

Non semper idem florlbus est honos 
' Vernis. 

HoR. Od. 8. Lib. Z 

hfi» fleuti du printems ne bfWent pas tcmjours. 
The flowers of Spring are not always in bloom. 

SuoH is tlie sense of this verse of Horace, 
mrhich^ixvay also be tramlstedinthis mannery 

'* On n'attache pas toujours le menue prix aux fleurs." 

** We do not always set the aame value upon flower&'' 

• 
I have known the time when the purchase of 
a nosegay, ifas an affair of the highest impor- 
tanoe to me : I found in it a source of Ideas so 
pleasing, of.premises so flattering, of returns 
so sweet i I no4ongev see any thing in it but 
a gage of friendship, and still oftener \^t a ti4- 
^ bute to conveniency. I was an excellent cus- 
tomer to «he flower girls, throughout the whole 
year, now they see me but on- certa^i festivals, 
among which I reckon more than one day of 
mourqin^. 
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I never itas an admir^ of the old mqde of 
wearing bouquets on tbe breast, the least incon- 
venience of which) was to çclipse, if I may say 
it> a beautiful b^som, by veiling the half of it 
under a mass of lowers, collected without 
taste, and arranged without elegance. TJiiese 
ceremonious nosegays are no longer used, even 
in full dress, exoept at the three solenuûties, 
of marriage, of ba|}tism, and of a* charity ser- ' 
mon. Gathered flowers are now carried onlj^. 
in the hand ; it is the fashion at the promenade» 
the theatre, and in a carriage, to carry a bou- 
quet of roses, heliotropes, violets o» pink^— • 
the onfy flowers whose perfumes are in accord 
lyith the nerves of our ladies, which become 
every day more delicate. ' 

The holyday of St. Claude, led me last Satur* * 
day to the flower shop iathe passage Feydeau ^ 
hs mistress is one of my oldest acquaintances : 
she was only fifteen when I recollect her be- 
hind tbe scellés of the theatre D'Audinot, 
where she served her apprenticeship with the 
nosegay woman : li^jtle Maria was then as fresh 
as iiHr flowers. Forty years hav(^ << wrought 
strange alterations'^ on a human figure. I neiver 
see the good Madame Bernard bu( I discourse 
with her on times past, and eten times present, 
with which she is better acquainted In many 
respects, than I am myself. As we were gos-' 
sipping the other day, I noticed the particular 
attention w^ich she paid to the comppsitioa of 
a nosegay, according to a paper which she con- 
suUed every minute, and I presumed sk^ was ^ 
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makiag some botsuûcal hierogly phic« ^ In yosr 
time and mioe/* fûd she, ^ we never thought 
of talkinji^ bj flowers ; a hyacinth, a rose, a fmik, 
said nothing) or at the utmost said the aame 
thing; now*a-dayS| every, flower is a letter, a 
thought, or a sentimenti and such is the elo- 
quence of the language, that in placing this fox- 
gloves by the^ side of this larkapur» I sball be 
sure to give a'fainting fit to the person, to whom 
^he bouqet is addressed.'* — I did npt think pno- 
per to cut short a learned conversation with 
^Madame Bernard, in order to learn of her the 
origin of ^ language, whidh has one great in- 
conveniency attached to it, that of beiag only 
capable of being spoken at one season of the 
year, but chose rather to improve upon the 
readiness which she shewed |p instruct me, 
questioning her oa ^very person who succes- 
sively presented themselves at\.her blooming 
counter. 

The first I saw were th]^e children, uniform- 
ly drest, led by a governess, whose c|reof them 
resembled the tenderness of a mother. They 
came to provide themselves with flowers for the 
birth-day of their grandptpa. To each was given 
a small bouquet of pansies and amaranths ; in 
vain the little urc^hinsi^ried out for finer flow- 
ers, the governess told them " that Monsieur 
L'Abbé," (possibly their preceptor) << had desi- 
red no others might be bought;'' I guessed the 
reason, as I listened to the comfiHmcnt which 
the eldest muttered 19 a low voice— I learned 
IVom Madame Bernard, that these children 
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were the tone and grandsonB of T^L^'R'"*'^ a no- 
tary, and that they belonged to one of those 
i^milies, vrhich are more numerous in Paris 
than is generally supposed, where manners and 
virtues are hercditaiy, and where patriarchal 
customs are preserved with religious fidelity^ 
from generation to generation. 

A moment after, a spruce lady's maid stepped 
up very courteously, and perhaps I observed 
her grace and gentility with an eye rather too 
favourable : she was dressed ki a close robe of 
striped muslin^ before her an apron with two 
little pockets of perkale of the most* beautiful 
whiteness and extremely fine. There was a 
great deal of art and eoquetry in the arrange- 
ment of her lace bonnet, which, covered with 
an £ast Indian handkerchief, composed her 
head-dress, and even in Iko pretty cotton stock- 
ings with open clocks, and black kid shoes 
which she displayed. The smart soubrette had 
come to make her daily provision of flowers for 
her mistrf ss's boudoir. I endeavoured to guess 
her situation as I listened to the girl's unre- 
seYved description to Madame Bernard of " this 
boudoir, the most beautiful retirement, in which 
a double curtain of muslin and taffeta admitted 
a doubtful light, where every thing was sacri- 
ficed to the effect or tq the convenience of a 
sofa of sky blue, in the Turkish style, with 
black fringe." I hesitated what to think when 
the girl after heaping into a large basket, roots 
of roses, pinks, and •range fllowets, left the 

Vol., L . P ^ '• 
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silop, saying with anarcU smile» *^ the gentleman 
will pay you.'* — 

Madame Bernard was about to give me some 
details of the wailing maid, the lady, and the 
gentlemani whose credit seemed so well esta- 
blished with her, when, we were interrupted 
by a handsome young man, with rather a me- 
lancholy air, who desired a basket of mixed 
flowers to be brought to him, selected ^ few, 
and throwing a piece of money on the counter, 
quitted the shop. " Every day," (said she, af- 
ter he was gone, anticipating liie question I 
was «ibout to asS,) " this young man comes here 
to compose his message ; he thinks me a stran- 
ger to his language, and does not doubt but he 
keeps me in ignorance of his intrigue : to-day, 
his nosegay of narcissus, reseda, and anemones, 
indicates a violent fit %f jealousy, and threatens 
to break off with the lady of his affections, whom 
I do not name to you because she is one of my 
best customers : she will carry her reply this 
evening on her straw hat in the gran4 walk of 
the Tuilleries : it is very likely she will ex- 
culpate herself by a tuft of blub bells, unless 
taking advantage of the expression of the re- 
seda, she should determine at once to break a 
connexion, which makes neither one nor the 
other happy." 

To this young man succeeded one of those 
veterans in the annals of gallantry, of whom 
Potier affords so perfect an imitation at the 
Theatre des Variétés, « This old beau, pre- 
^rvet at'fifty-five years of age, th^ manperg^ 
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tsTstefs, and habits, which were hardly bearable 
in him at thirty. He spends, or rather he mis- 
spends his whole morning at the toilette of 
several ladies, for whom he executes certain 
commissions, without troubling himself to guess 
the motive, which induces them to permit him 
to make a third with thefti in their box, or to 
accept his arm on leaving the theatre. Madame 
Bernard was very attentive to him. For him 
the fiMt violets blow, and the most forward 
Toses are gathered. It is true however, that 
she makes him pay dearly for his eternal 
youth.' * ^ 

I was so much occupied with this ancient 
Lovelace, that 1 had not paid much attention to 
a middle aged man of a neat appearance who 
entered, and left the shop without speaking a 
word, after paying for a small bouquet of helio- 
tropes, which Mme. Befnard prepared for him 
unasked. She made me 'observe him : ^ loot: 
well at him," said she, << he is a unique of his 
species, not indeed as a painter, though in that 
he is highly distinguijshed, but as a husband. 
It is nearly eleven years since he lost a wife, 
whom he adored, and from that time, on the 
6tb of every month, the day on which she died, 
he never fails to carry to her tomb a nosegay 
of these flowers, which when living she most 
admired." I should like to see proof of this 
fact, for I can easily believe the excess of sor- 
row, but not its duration. I have seen people 
die of grief in a fortnight ; I have seen very 
few who would even l^eep ten years after ajj 
Severe a loss. 
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I was about to quit Madame Beroard, iivbec 
I saw a young autHbr arrive. He came to or- 
der bouquets for two actresses who were to 
play that evening in his new piece. B7 his 
assurance» and the dilBculty which he had in 
finding any thing beautifol enough for these 
ladles, I easily surmised that he was very well 
pleased with himself, and had a preity good 
opinion «f his work. The flower woman, who 
knew him', laughing, asked him " if she should 
prepare the nosegaysf which are presented by 
the underlings of the theatre to an author, on 
the morrow aft^r his success :" he replied mo« 
destly, << that nolhîag waa certiÔB, and that his 
. piece like * the MUanthrofie^* might be con- 
demned at a first reproiantalion*'' The next 
day's Journals informed ne, ;thal the chef 
d'œuvre of this modest author had really met 
with the fate of that #f MoUere. It is to be 
feared that it will not rise again so victoriously, 
from its fall.* 

♦ The history of Corporal Violet WWjd'H^tm a c«- 
siçus episode to this essay. *' Tr. 
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THE PALAtS-îlOTAL. 

Wliat an empty thouglitiess tribe. 

£ngil. Muses* 

« 

Quelle foule insensée et frivole ! 

I TAKE another g^laiice at the ancient garden 
of the PaHds'Roya), laid out according to the 
designs of the Sieur Desgots, nephew of the 
celebrated Le Notre ; tliese two simHar par- 
terx^fi bordered with cliptnrees; this grand ba« 
sin in the form of a crescent» surrouRded by ^ 
arbours, in the numerous niches of which are ' 
l^laced very indifFerent statues, by Guillaume 
Coustou and de Leremburg; this quincunx of 
linden trees ; this magnificently embowered aN 
leyi enclosed on both sides with elm cut into 
porticoes. This beautiful garden where my 
grand'fatherhas seen the mentor of Louis XIII. 
walk, enjoying his thoughtful reveries, and 
meditating with the same gravity, a plan of a 
campaign and a plan of a tragedy, the siege of 

Kochelte and a couplet to Marion do Lorme ; 

♦ 

• Qu. What authority is this ? Tr. 

P3 : 
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tins garden was in mj ironnger (kjrsi frequent- 
ed by three very distinct classts of people. One 
of these was composed of «âpeculatists» better 
^ known under the appellation of Go^vmoucAes^ 
vrho regulated incognito the interests of Europe ; 
the secoed fotined a tort of academy under the 
trees, in which the merits of Zaïfi» and Rbadi' 
ndaie wate discussed scene by scene» and verse 
by vers^ ; in whiiçhi while they swallowed an 
ice, they settled the rankof authors in the scale 
of literature, slid in the seats of the Academy ; 
the third, .chiefly made up of me» QÎ the woiid 
and sécot^d-rAcf authorsi was an assemblage at 
once the most gay and most malignant that the 
world could produce : there they distributed the 
Qommissions of the regiment of Iol Caknte; 
there they administered justice in Vaud^iilea 
and in epigrams on the fic^llies of the times, the 
calumniators of the Encyclopedia, the dis^ka- 
gers of Jesuit's hark, and .the contemness of 
inoculation.— All the a.mateurs of the theatre 
met, previous to the hour at .which the^pecta- 
cle opened, at the Café âe Foy, then the only 
one in the Palais-Royal ; thence they departed 
in groups-fi)r4l^e opera, at that time within the 
limits of the Palais itself, .for the Tuilleriea and 
the Rue Mauconsell, where were situated the 
Comédie Français and the Italian Come^ ; and, 
\ihen all was over, tUey returned to the same 
place to giye an account of the representations 
which they had witnessed.-— 

Such was- the state of-^things in the Pesais- 
Royal in 1762, wheft I departed on a disunt 
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voyage. Co my return, all #a8 changed. Im-^ 
mense galleries and mnam^able shops had s«- 
perseded the linden tree alleys, and the arbo- 
reous porticc^s; I fancied myself agiun at the 
fair of Cairo, of in the great market of Ispa- 
han. People loudly exclainipd against a Prince, 
who bad, they* declared/ speculated upon th& 
dishonour of his palace, and who lost,^in the 
general estimation, more than )ie gained in re- 
venue. These censures, raised bv the propri- 
etors of neighbouring houses, wno werciuot 
benefited by the alteration, were as unjust as 
they were ridiculous ^and the^^pubtic ^amiour 
excited by this circumstance, perhaps mefite4 
that contempt which this Prince too openly 
manifested, and which he has since so cruelly 
expiate^. 

The physiognomy of the frequenters of the 
Palais^'l^oyal, has changed with the features of 
the place itself; it is however a sort of Camerg. 
Obacura^ where #e may see all that is going on 
in the ^fifill;.a«receptaG}e in which is mingled ' 
all the follies, all the v^s, all the absurdities, 
all the pleasure!, aad all the miseries of hunfà- 
nity. For many years I have Qnly^steeri the Pa- 
lais^Royid when I crossed it, with no other feel- 
ing than a repugnance attached to some sor- 
rowful recollections, which forbade my stopping 
to indulge in con^mpladon. This ancient anti- 
pathy yielded to the desire of fulfilling^ to the 
utmost extent, my task of observation, and I 
mustered resolutipn U> consecrate a whole day, 



lïô TUE PALA1S-&OTAL. 

to visk this grand \nfin of Europe, and to stadjr 
the mannevs of its pqpulattoo. 

I went thither on Tfattrsdaylast, at eight 
o'clock in the morning, after having made some 
purchases in the Rue St. Denis.' Xhe first con- 
trast vhich struck ttie^ arose frop t)|e bustle in 
the one quarter, and the perfect tranquillity 
"whichr at the same moment, ^igned m the 
other. All the merchants of the R^e St. Denis 
k had been for a long time ât their counters; all 
the shops of the Palais-Royal, except those for 
eatsd»les, were still shut.. I went aad took my 
seat in«a chair beside the Rotunda, where I 
it)ight for a couple of sous procure a ceaéing 
of the Journals. It was the day after the per- 
formance of a oew piece, and many critical 
persene were disputing upon the subje^. Of 
six daily Journals, tw« declared that thejilay 
was condemned ; the other four asserted that it 
had the most.brtlliantisiiiccess : I remarked with 
&Ù emotion, of pair^ that the majority c^ my 
' Companions were partjig^ularly ansious tf^pecu&e 
the two malevolent papers, and I concluded that 
envt/ ancl hajf rose earlier in the mornings» than 
justice aÂd mercy ! . 
► • The garden begati to fill with three sorts of 
people, \fhom we are almost sure to find toge- 
ther, and who »eek. H> employ, these their time, 
those their money, and the last their industry. 
The first are easily known; \àùi an air of Jist- 
lessnetsajsvhich even makes others feel fsitigued, 
they dragîhe^r steps from alley to galleiy, from 
cofiee house td chair, and fkt last, arrive at the 
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evening^, without tht capability of giûng an ac- 
count of a single action performed during th^ 
day. The second, without being move occu- 
pied are nevertheless 'more busy: they run 
through all the shops, create phantasies which 
they denominate wants, and perpetually the 
dupes of thenMelyes or pf others, they always 
finish, without leaving the Palais«Royal, by find- 
ing occasion to«empty tUeir *purse. The third . 
class is by much the most numerous : the per- 
sons who compose it, are readily recognised • - 
by their alacrity in preventing your wishes, by 
their oèseçuioua civilities, and by the earnest* 
ness with which' they inquire of you^the news 
qftke <foy, in order to draw from you an insig- 
nificant answer, and affofd them- a pretext for 
entering into conversation with you to-morrow, 
and treat you from the &milurity of yesterday 
as aQ old acqusôntance. * 

At ten o'clock I entered the Café de Char- 
tres, where I ha^p fianrmeriy witnessed tjuarrels 
between the green cockade and ihp wldte cock- , 
ade, the Montagne and if^ drcnde : abandoned 
for a long time to the peaceful player's at 
draughts and dominos, it is neverthj^les^ in high 
repute with professed epicures. The Cqfif 
Hardi has seen its renown, for kidneys disappeai* ' 
before the fame îor fierrivrinkies with mushrooms 
of the Café ^ de Chartres^ where those persons « 
generally breakfast, who intend to dine at the 
Rocker de Cancale. I called for tea ; a lusty 
man, who was pladng upon the adjoining table 
a pullet a la tartmre, regarded me with a look 
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of pity ; UI hdmoar seized upon me ; I left ùt 
* room, and went to the Café Lenablin. , Thi 
cofiee house of modern institution will not b 
slow in making a noise in the world, if it ad 
heres to the project of making itself the fbcui 
of the musical faction, or rather of the antimu- 
sical» who propose to ^emselve^ the noble task 
of decVylng a public establishment, which i: 
an honour to France; Already havo some o: 
the trusty brethren proclaimed their opinions 

. in favoar of the music of M. Belloni, which ihey 
never heard, and against the music of M. Catel, 
which they despair of ever hearing. No har- 
mony, no orchestra, no noised they cry with all 

their Inight i let us have singing But, 

gentlemen, at least melody; ■ ■ No me- 
kdy ! let us have singing, nothing but sidfging. 
How foolish and contemptible a dispute ! {>erhaps 
à single word might bring it to a termination ; 

. but there are so many persons whom it amuses, 
so many others whom it eng|^es, without tak- 
ing into account those who live upoD it, ihat it 
mi^ht not be ejtpedie§^ to pronounce that word 
to shut the mouths, of the professors of the 
Caji Lemblin. 

At noon the Palais*Royal shines in all its 
splendour ; the shops are crowded ; the people 
of business hurry throuj^h the alleys ; the old 
mtn scat themselves m the sun ; tiie idlers 
lounge under' the galleries, occasionally stop- 
ping to contemi^ate the windows of the toy 

. warehouses, or amuse themselves by reading 

' the hand-bills with which the walls are pa- 
pered. 
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While dixertingmyBelf with thé perusal of 
these t)ills, I noticed a fine young man with his 
coat of silk, polished buttons, vest of flame-co- 
loured satin, green fringe) and his small-clothes 
of yellow kerseymere, enter the shop of a mer- 
chant tailor, at the sign of the Golden Arm, 
whom I had no hesitatipn in determining to be 
some honest countryman, who had arrived the 
preceding day by the passage boat of Bourbon^ 
nais : he remained for nearly half an' hour in 
this' warehouse. Curious to learn what he- 
Could be doing, I had tlie patianCte to wait for, 
him ; when to my great astonishment he issued 
forth newly clothed from head to foot, and so 
entirely altered by his fresh costume^ tliat he 
might be remarked for his elegance^ in the 
evening, at the balcony of the opera. * 

I quitted my countryman, and under the pre- 
text of changing a glass of my spectacles, went 
into Haling the optician's, s^t the same time 
with a young ma» whose figure struck me as 
being ver* agreeable, if his s\f agger had not 
been equally insolent. Ne made a purchase of 
a pair of spectaeles in silver gilt, an eye-g|giss 
in gold, and an opera glass. When asked by 
the optician the number of the glasses he used,' 
he confessed that his sight was excellent ; that 
he only bbught the eye-glass for the sake of 
suspending i% round his neck by a band of plait- 
ed hair of a very brilliant colour ;'*' that he only 

* The original i| coukur ivc^'Voyanle ; a pun not « 
susceptible of transla||on. 
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determined to wear spectacles in order not o 
'be under the necessity of seeing^ all those who 
saluted faim ; and that he had no other use for 
an opera glass, but to have it nçticed in the 
boxes. 

On leavihg Haring's I stopped with a num- 
of simpletons at the door of Corcelet, the sel- 
ler of provisions. Two or three maîtres d'ho- 
tels were chaffering upon the choice of their 
merchandise, and agreed to" relieve the owner 
of some articles, of which he despaired of ever 
getting rid. If the probity of this class of per- 
sons were not pretty generally known, I should 
be tempted to suspect that these did not vouch 
with the bill of Corcelet, for the articles whicli 
they presented to their masters. 

*' A few steps further on I observed in a fa- 
shionable shop a very pretty female, whose 
features were not altogether unknown to me. 
It was not however till after many efforts of me- 
mory that I recollected a certttin{little villager, 
daughter of an honest farniftr in the vicinity of 
Bayeux, who came to Paris to be a child's 
maàdr-and had applied to a lady ofmy acquaint- 
ance. By (he display of her finery, the fami- 
liarity of her manners, the kind of homage 
which she received, I guessed that she had 
not adhered strictly to her first avocation, but 
had taken a higher flight. I thought it useless 
to repeat to a pretty girl with a head dre^ a la 
grequcj apprentice in a faahional^Ie magazine 
runder the wooden gallery, the lessons of mo- 
ralhy lyhich I h^d bestowed tipq^ a little gii! 



ID a keichîef and bœvoki*^ the day aIUi' hey at- 
rival in Paris ; but I. pledge my&elf to detso^ 
some day to a special essay upon the reflec- 
tions to which this meeting gave birth. » 

About four o'clockj the rotunda presented a 
picture the most intcaresting and varied. There 
the merchant of Leipsick encountered the tra- 
der of Amsterdam), with whom he had ap- 
pointed this rendezvous six months bfsfoie; 
there met together the happy gamesters who 
had not ye&terday wherewithal to purchase a 
dinner, and.wiio \yere able to day to spend forty 
francs at the Frères Provençaux ; there assem- 
bled those brothers in arms, the inseparab^ 
companions of glory and pleasure : — those ci- ^ 
tizens of Marseilles, Bourdeauxy Toulouse» 
who were betrayed by their southern acceqt. 
ïn the crowd which circled round me, I re- 
marked a young blood who followed a Broker, 
endeavouring lo obtain from him half price for 
a watch made \^ Brequet, which. a nin of luck 
had enabled ^him i^stettiay to buy, and a change 
of fortune (compelled him this day to sell. I 
listened with great amusemept to anothei; who 
detailed to his companipn this example of gross 
rustic blunder of Montfort-l'Amaury. ««^ Ho 
had ^ome purchases to make ; he went under 
the galleries into a warehouse of fiovglfiés : ten 
young girl^ of wonderful charms werç ranged, 
about the counter ; to every article which he 
asked for, one of these damsels answered with 

* A sort of head dress, much worn by the counti^ 
.women in Frmice. 
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a Ivngh'^^r don't keefi that; vxid he left the 
shop without the power of divining in what 
they could possibly deal, at a shop where they 
had not any thing V* 

Xhe dinner hour baving arrived, I went to 
Naudet^s, and when I re-descended, for the 
purpose < of continuing my observations, I was 
not slow in perceiving that those which remain- 
ed 19 be made in the Palds^Royal were no 
longer within the scope of my pereeplions, and 
that there was in a particular «omer a party 
which desired to avail itself of the shadow ci 
evening. 



"^ * # 



18.3 



No. XXI — iBth JWy, 1%L2. 



. THE INN TA.RI». « 

Dum ces exigitufj dum mula ligatur^ 
Tpta abit hora. 

^ HoevSat, V. Lib. I. 

While we pay, and the horses are harnessed, an hour 
is spent 

On raiVle les noveau venus t 
On s'obsenre et l'on s'enamme ; 
St.trente voynfeurs, l'un à l'autre inconnus. < 

Se ju||fnt tour-a-tour, sur l'habit, sur la mine» 
Sans se connaître on se cherche U séir; * 

Dès le lendemain on s'oublie, 
Et l'on se quitte enfin pour ne plus se revoir ; 
C'est le vrai miroir de la vie. • 

^ S^ MiCHAVDy Poés. Fugtt. 

My reiiders are ;M>t obliged to recollect, that 
on the first of February last, when writing of 
the Learned Land (7^ay« Latin J I mentloped a 
young man named Charles d'Essène, whom' his 
relations had recommended to my c%re during 
his stay at Paris, to complete his studies, and 
take his degi;ees at l'Ecole de Droit; but as he 
is an excellent subject^ and as the circun^tances 
of his departure have givQGk occasion to the ob- 
servation» in this days essay, I shall doubtless 
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he forgivesi f^ fringing him forVard a secoutf 
time. > ' 

Our &tudeMt calling bn me last week, brought 
a letter from his iftther which detailed some 
£imUy aifaiçs requiting th« presence of his 
son at bQmct» and concluded h^ requesting me 
toprovidcbfor the eMPMmfBd aJodarrangeiOE^tsof 
his journey.-— These were soon completed. 1 
settled the young man's accounts at his lodgtog 
in the faubourg St. Jacques, and took a place 
for him in the Diligence) for the «Monday iol- 
, lowing. The covK^h was t9<set oat at five in 
the morning, and lest my young scholar sliould 
chance to be behind tifne» I undertook to go 
myself and awake ^im* At four o'clook^ I 
was at the Hotel de Q«rri; Charles was ready» 
•and Louisa (the lusty seijf/ant) had just corded 
his.portn^nt^u. This good girl, loadediivith 
the baggage, accompanied us to the inn in the 
Rue Notre l^àipe des Victoires, and qujitted us 
with teat-siin her eyes» wllich she wiped every 
now ^nd then with a cii«tked|iipront much dis- 
tressed at the departure of Charles, and very 
. gratjHid for tiie «ptannor in which I rewarded 
H^r care. 

\Y# had half an hour before us, and I advised 
my young traveHer to make vnp of it i^ swal* 
lowing* a Hasty break^st a^ the neighbopring 
co^ee-house, which had jus| opened, and during 
the interval I amused myself wji^h what was 
passingiaround'me' Every thing formed a little 
episode, of which^soine parts excited %o lively 
an interest, aitd others were so Uidicroas, that 



tHeirmost minute particulars |ef^ an impres- 
sion on my mind. Nobody can imagine how 
much is to be learnt in the yard (slt^ti inn, how 
many observations are there to be made, ho(^ 
many incideijts tak# place, how many secrets 
arc discovered. It is there that ottr novelists 
and mmance writers, instiead of confining them« 
selves to the narrow circles pi their &wn ima- 
ginations, should go to study nature, and there 
they would find hef, or at least the colours in 
which to paint her. Whether, after the ex- 
ample of La Bruvèrc, they would trace striking 
characters ; or, ^ike Ouclos, would observe^ ^ 
them for the purpose of declaiming against the 
state df manners ; or, in imkation of Le Sage, * 
would employ themselves with the range of 
pictures of which homin life is composed ; or * 
whetlfer, like Sterne, they would confine them- 
selves to interior descriptions, whose lively in- 
terest results from their truth and nature,—- 
which ever of these {Airsvits be theirs, in no 
other place so limited c&u they find unite^ ao 
great a quantity of materials ready to be wrought 
up. What crowds of circumstances an^f^of » 
originals! The first* person that strikes me i^ 
the cenductoH less remarkable for his«^^ 
edged ui|h fur, svKd his way bill in his hand, 
than for the air of importance and authority 
which ne exercises tpwards the postHlions and 
porters. It is worth while to see the little 
despot walking backwards and forwards Iwfront 
of his charge, crying out to the smith fof a 
linch'pin, to the farrier for a screw, packing 
Q2 
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and unpackifij^ |K>]tmahte»tt«and''padtii|^ on 
the top or in toe basket according^ to his car 
price or inti^estv and without aoy attentioti to 

the remonstrances of the passengers. 

Sevetal Dilig;enGes were setting off; slandm^ 
in the midst of horses barnessingf of travellers 
coining and going witfaoat sntermissioiit of 
comtnisslon^rB charged vf^th the mails» of tSfose 
\¥ho arrived swearing) of those who d^iarted 
crying; one might supposa oneself in utown 
just taken lyf ass»ttl£. * The Diligquce ia which 
Charles was to mount was just opened , one 
passenger had entered it, wfto, by his loDg 
mnstacliios> his green great coat^ the clatter of 
iiis white gre«|fle buttons, and hia K)i«iyan 
Capv I- discovered to De an officer in a regiment 

• of horse ;-»-he ckised tl^ coach-door after hire, 
a. yougag ^oman re*opencd it very delibe^teiy, 
called him by'his name, and asked hi«n to alight 
in a tone of voibe not much unlike that of a eoio- 
inand* The air of std^^faction, • and <;pnck 
compliance of the ofMbr, Id't me no room to 
doubt hut that hq had left this lady rather faas- 
, tily;>tMid that she was now come to demand an 
account of bis iHght. To jud(;c by their ges- 
tures and th« expression of their «auntenances, 
the short confabulaûon whiclf'took piq^ aside, 
passed tMough alf the ffladations of ,»anger, 

. spite» compassion, and loVe^ so completely, that 
five minutes afterwarcrs this- new \/Emîa» gave 
orders to the conclue toi* to place the little 
package %vhich his Dido' had taken care to 
kwiiig with her, on the top of the vehicle, gave 



up bis pidce to 4ier in the Insl^ey and took the 
only one. which remained in the cabriolet. 

On entering the dffîce to pay the remainder 
of my pupil's facp, I stopped a moment to ob-. 
serve a young wcunan who was embracing 'an 
eiderly man whom I should have tak^ for her 
&ther9 except for the cold and oncoacerned ai^ * 
-with which he récei^d hep* caresses^ A few 
sentences of their conversation put me in pos- 
session of their hist€>ry. It was an honest ha- 
berdasher in the Rue de la Eérônmefie,' going 
to Sti Malo on business, and upon whom his 
better half bestowed the more <;aressesD in con- 
sidération of the &ct, that during fifty-four 
3^ars-'he had aever been oasfkof sight of hi$ 
parish clock, nor had tfavelled further thaft 
Versailles or St. Cl^piid. She had therefsre, 
und^ these circumstances, provided him against . 
all the dangers, hat oot against all the inconve- 
Tiiences of his journey. He Had a brace of 
borse-pistola in his. picket (which' I belisve he • 
vrould have beenaom«4lliate«ib»rrassed tq^have 
made use of) a sword stick, ^nd a hangeir, an 
umbrella in a green oilskin case, a greaf coat 
and a cotton cap, in the nionth of July ; a little . 
basket with, two bottles of wins, some cold 
roiet y^\ to endble hii^ to avoid dining at the 
inns cm tlie rsad, ^Éd a wicker Ihottle of Ratifia 
to comfort himself in the cold of the morning, 
ibrmed the rest of his pavaphei:i»aliak This 
respectable citizen took bis' plate in the coach 
after recevitfing the parting embrace of his wife, 
who? sobbing left him. ' I shoold have * been 



188 «, THBfHH TARD. ' 

• * 

half afraid of the consequences of such deep 
affliction, if my eyes had not assured roe that 
chance had conducted to the door of the inn 
one of her neighbours, vho entreated her to 
accept his arm to lead her home. 

I entered the office again, curious to know 
the motive which induced a man, whom I had 
left seated on a pareil, to be so outrageously 
impatient, swearing at the conductor, and threat- 
ening to make him responsible for all the da- 
mage which*sfiouId accrue to him fèr these five 
minutes delay. I could not possibly account 
' for the agonies which he seemed to be suflcr- 
ing, but all was presently cleared up by the ar- 
rival of some olicers who, furnished witffï re- 

• gular H^arrant, desired^ hi m to follow them. In 
vain did he conlrince theci that he had paid for 
his p4ace in the Diligencitf ; they told hhfi his 
proper place was at Ste, Pefo^V, where his cre- 
ditors were expecting him. He was obliged* to 
yield to their earnest solieitations, but this^was 
not done tiH he*had,in dh audible voice, impre* 
cated curses on ti)p Diligence, the conductor, 
the passengers, the |>ostil lions, the ))orses^ 

• and in a lump on all the coadi offices in the 
world. 

• Among all the persqpages Svho surrounded 
me, the most grotesque wUhout* comparison, 
was a very &t man with a triple chin, seated on 
the pole'-^f a coach, and eagerly taking an- in* 
ventory of the contents of a basket of excellent 
eatables, while a young woman who accom- 
panieS him, took off his wig, and rubbed hi^ 
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head with 41 piece of fiumel. lappfoached to 
observe him a little mor^ at my ease. He tap* 
ped me familiarly on the shoulder, asked where 
they would breakfast, zxèà aeemed delighted to 
learn that Meaux was tbe place. << A fomous 
country,'* cried he* « It is indeed»'^ said I, (mis* 
taking the import of hia exclamation,} «' you 
will pasa the house, wiieve. the £agle of Meaux 
resided ;** •< That I don't trouble myself about," 
rq^lied he, ^ I think leas of all the eaglea in the 
world than » good fat fowl, and âiose of Brie 
have a wpnderful r^utation." 

This noble reiection had sufficiently con^ 
vinced me, that the soul and body of this U^ty 
ViîellM were- wonderfully well matched ; I left 
him to Itaten to a diapute which had just arisen 
between the conductor ,and an elegant woman 
vound whom the people had gathered. The de- 
bate*«6lated to a trunk whkh she had occasion 
for every eveaiBg, and which had been unfor- 
tunately atowed away in the bottom of the baa^ 
ket. Through her laceweil,iind»under a great 
green calash, which concealed g^rt of her pretty 
figure» I recognised one of our best acU'esses.. 
She had obtained |wo months leave of absence 
from the manager, which she was about to em- 
ploy in levying 4Bontribftions on the country 
theatres, and not having an author in her train, 
she had provided herself beforehand with a few 
introductory addresses, farewells, prologues, 
epilogues, verses, Sco* for every one of the towns 
through which she was to pass. The trunk in 
question encioaed all these objecta of the fîrèt 
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impormncei not to mentioDy howerer, am Mn^re- 
fireneur de Sticce^f* lor whom the priësè^ss of 
Thali^ had sectired a ^lace in the boot of the 
DUigeoce/ 

The hour approached, I entered the travel* 
lers' room wJbere we were <o meet after 
Charles's «breakÊist. A place of aorrowftil fare- 
wells ! A great numlier of persona were seated 
in pairs on a wooden bench which siirrDiiaded 
the room : near .the window a young man apd 
woman of.fiofost interesting ai^>e%r«mce jrere 
%veeping, their hands cksped tog^ther^/md bow 
and then they raised their eyes to each other» 
witit an e^ipreasion of the deepest afliiction; a 
little further on a mother, at the moment of 
sepaiWtion from her son, called to the^atandard 
oS the nifst powerful of jononarehs and thaigiipat- 
est of captains» was lavishing on' him marks of 
the most affecting* tenderness. . Xhe yimng 
man replied with affection, but pOQiJid of hîa new 
epaulettes, and full of brilliant hopes of glory, 
he cguld hardly contain the joy which burned 
through his tears*— «Thej^e moving pictures /aid 
others of a similar n^re .had completely sad- 
dened my ideas, and àbandoj|pg myself to the 
sad impressions around me, I said to myself, 
<' There is but a slight diffe^nce betwen a ce- 
metery and an inn-yam, botii ar^ .places of se- 
paration." The arrival of , Charles» the dgnal 
of departure, given by the conductor, still fur- 
ther increased this melancholy, and I felt my« 

. * itn undertaker for sucwest . . 
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self ready to' shed tears without any real cairst^ 
when a circumstanee, foolish enougph in itself^ 
dissipated at once these clouds of sqrrow. 

Those passengers who first entered the 
coaoh, had possessed thenoselves of the best 
places, and reftised to give them up, "notwith- 
standing the representations of the remainder. 
In short, th.ey never would have come to a right 
understanding, if the conductor, armed with 
tlie way-bill, had not interposed hh authority, 
andiBssigned t(f cveiy one his proper seat. By 
this arrangement Charles was placed in thé 
front, between an old ecclesiastic» who mum- 
b\0à his breviary, and the liltle actress mho 
hummed a lune. One of the seats by the 'door 
was occwpied by the^^aberdasher, and the other, 
by a young physician, who had been jnaintain- 
ing a theory on aneurism. The lusty man wha 
was enamoured of fat fowls, and the officer's 
kdy were seated at the bottom t>f the vehicle^ 
which their bulk, though meant for three per- 
sons, pretty well filled, and they flattered them- 
selves, tliat they might depart without a third. 
The last adieus were breathed, the conductor 
was about to cl^e the door, when a lady of 
fourteen stone weight, was squeezed into the 
coach, wièh U^e htip of diree persons who ac- 
companied he«, and, in a moment, jammed her- 
self between the two neighbours at the bottom, 
^vho uttered a deep groan, which was answered 
1>y the rest «f the ctmpaof, by a violent burst 
of laughter. An addition to their misfortunes 
^vas, that the^iady had preserved the old fashion 



192 T0B XKN YAED« 

of wearuj: pockets» witch were filled with a 
irariety of implementSt and caused the lusiy 
getulenan to complaki moat bitterly, to the 
great amusement of everjT'ODe^ Thiage how- 
ever, were much worse when her son threw 
into hef lap a growling wolf dag, and her ser- 
vant handed to her a wooden cage enclosmg a 
large grey parrot, which imroediateiy saluted 
the company with " Good day" and ** Pretty 
Poll^* ?erf distinctly. To ptevent any incon- 
venience, the good dame endoavoured to put 
'the cage under her feet, but the hird^^whom 
the darkness doubtleas displeased, laid hqld of 
the fat mau*s leg, which lie bit in such a man- 
ner *as to make him roar out most lustily. The 
laughter and noise iixcreanedt and reomurae was 
sought ^tbe tribunal of the conduccori who, on 
the complaint of the wounded man, and the 
display of his bleeding leg, pronounced for the 
dismissal of the mutinous parrou The order 
heing executed, he mounted his cabriolet, and 
after the postilions had drank their stirrup cup, 
and smacked their whipa,the enormous vehicle 
was put in motion, making the pavement trem- 
ble twepty yards round jkboi^. 
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A WEDDING, A LA COUS^ILLE.^ 

. HtMRRiii nihil a me ftUenum puto. 

TEB9NÇE. 

I ibel interested in every thii\g belonging to hum«n 
.nature. 

Je m'intéresse a tout ce qui tient à l*humani^é. 

ï SHOULD be lôalh to i^epeat after Chamfort, 
<* that the great world is confessedly a bkd fdace^* 
I can see in such an expression nothing but 
one of those tirades full of gall and injustice, 
whose exaggei^tion serves, in some measure» 
to counteract its bitterness ; bMft if I was desired 
seriously to reply to such an accusation, I must 
be fain to call to my assistance, ii\«behan of the 
great world, that solemn ennui which at all 
timesattends on it^ and which oftly permits those 
pleasures to penetrate there, whose insipidity 
does not abridge its rigjlits. For many years, 
emiui has placed at the gtlded doors of the great, 
two guards, to whom it i9sqes orders, never ^ to 

* The CwMUe resemble ou» plaides of resort in the 
enviroo^of London, atich aa CumberLoid Gardens, 
Hornsey, Bagyiigge Wells» &ç. 
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admit eitlier giâety^ liberty, or ease ; these seh^ 
tiaels are taste and fashion, or rather two in- 
trit^ers, who have usurped those valuable names. 
Gaten has eni^erated among the number of his 
prescri[Uions to prevent bodily ills, a sort of obll- 
g^itioo to break through the strict rules of sobrie* 
ty once a month ; the remedy which I would pre- 
scribe to cure, or to prevent the more weigh^ 
mental afflictions of the^ great, that is, of ^|i»y 
who feel themselves fatigued witti every exer- 
tion, is to leave now and then%their splendid 
palaces, to ^eek iacognito (une guing^uette,) « 
country tea-garden, if it were merely to comrince 
themselves, that such a thing as gaiety existed; 
and after all, ray commands are not so harsh as 
those of Horace, who with the same iiuclu 
Writes t];^us: 

Plerumqae ^atie dtvittbus vices ; 
Mundaeque parvosubUre ponperum 
CœngtfjHue aulseis et ostro, 

Solliciiam explicuere frontem.* 

I fear I ^hall be teougbc very old fiisluDiied m 
mf notioDS, ^hen I venture to say, that there 
are few things more amusing in Paris, than a 
Sunday, de la CourHlff^ and if I should own that 
I often look there for amuseme«t. Since, liov- 
^ » / 

• The rich ought sometirfles to* setk a çhnngç^f 
h^bit ; a frug^al and Aiccre montons rf^ia^t tmdttr tfw I 
roof of the poor, has often siaocAhed ilie wrink^i I 
front of care-worn greatness. •, 
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«▼er, this confession has escaped me, it onty 
remains for me to endeavour to justify my bad 
lastC) which perhaps I should not so long have 
Telaiiieé,' had I been less reserved in avowing it» 
I am astonished that not a single writer of 
merit in France) should have employed himself 
in delineating a faithful picture of th^ manners 
of the lower classes of the people of Paris. Per- 
kàps in no other place, could a more decided . 
and more original chac^cter be fott^d. Vadè 
It^ seized a%w traits in his Tableaux Pois-^ 
sards; Pigault Lebrun in sAveral of his roman- 
ces, iias sketched some portraits of this class» 
which are not deficient in similitude, but which 
wciipy i)o more marked place in his works thaft * 
mere episodes* Furetière in his Romans 
BcMirgeois, has devoted too much space to «4* 
tire^and too little to the description of real 
nanners ; it is nevertheless curious to observe» 
that a hundred years «after his time, his like- 
nesses are still acknowledged for the truth and 
accuracy with which they apply to living man* 
Bers. I have myself lately had occasion to ve* 
lify this observation. 

Chance carried me a few days age» to «the 
house of an inferior wine merchant in La Rue 
Thibautofié, one of my oldest acquaintances in 
Paris. This honest man , remembers that it is 
to me he is indelMeld for the si^all fortune hç 
possessed, but he forgets that he most proba* 
lHy sftved vny life» by affording me an asylum 
At a time when hospitality was reckoned one 
«df the greatest crimes in France, As I drew 



near the houses I v»s sdrprised to see five or 
ÛX backney coaches before the door, whose 
drivers, decorated with ribbons and nosegays» 
appeared to be waitiiifc for a wedding conopaoy. 

»A11 the inhabitants of the street were at their 
windows, and the gossips of the neighbourhoody 
in groupes at the shop doors, were entertadiûng 
each other, (toad enough to be heard bj the 
passers by,) with accounts of the n^nrly wimÊtt 
pair, of tlvpr rel^itions, of the porlion, anéof 
the entertainment ordered at I/hie d*Amovr* 
In this way I learned tiKit Father Bargiia<fy, 
(the nanfe given to the merchant I was «bout 
to vi^t,) ^ was going" to marry his dasigh^r to 

•his foreman ; that Geneviève wa» 18 |reara of 
age, the prettiest girl of that quarter, and tiie 
best dancer at V Hermitage: that Honoté, her 
intended husband, wars the younger son tk M« 
Coqoenard, a tin^-ma^ in La Rue Quincompoix, 
who had given «ip his business to Ids eldest 
son." I should have gathered much more in^ 
telUgence if I had listened longer to a firulter- 
ess, who was dying with envy to relate every 

« circuoAtance to me, but who at the outset took 
from me all confidence in her storv^ by betray- 
ing her spleen at receiving no invitation to the 
wedding. I left her to dl^ix scandal with her 
neighbour, the pork butcher's vrife, who ap- 
peared to me to have at least eqdally strong 
reasons for abusing M. Honoré* ' 

I entered the house of Father Biirgund)^ who 
as soon as he saw me, came up to make his 
acknowledgments with great cordiality, and 
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urged me in the most pressing manner to par- 
take of an ample breakfast, after which, they 
were to go to cliurch. I soon observed tfeat 
the wlHspering between "M. and Mada^me Bur- 
gundy, had for its object to decide whethejr, 
they naight presume to ask me to the wedding ; 
1 should have been exceedingljp sorry if their 
tespect had excluded me, and I therefore in- 
âsdk&tly encfiaraged them to the right cue, and 
vdb immediately invited in due 4^m. The 
&ther presented to me his wife, a good jolly 
iifnisewife about forty, and she introduced m» 
to "lier daughter. Genevieve rose, and made 
me a curtesy, the aukiiardness of which, was 
not entirely éestitute of a sort of grace, and at» 
ber mother's request, ^e presented her two 
cheeks to kiss, which for firmness and fresh^- 
ness exceeded any in my recollection. Madame 
Burgundy accompanied U)is introduetion, with 
an eulogium on her daugiiter* iu which she in- 
terspersed some advice on the ne v% duties, she 
vas about to undertake. Her ideas and senti- 
ments appeared to be so correct and just, that 
.1 thought it impossible to have expreased bet-^ 
ter tltoughts in better words. 

Father Burgundy gave the signal, and the 
company were instantly in motion; the relations 
^ced, or rather wedged themselves^ in the 
first coaekes ; they found means to cram eight 
persons^'into each, and I was honoured by being 
adntltted into that, which contained the bride^ 
with her father and inother. 
R2 
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At otir doptrtupe, three «r four mimcians of 
that section, treated us vrkU a sytnphoiry, which 
eveiy one of them performed to a different 
tuil^ without its being remarked, however, in 
the Rue Thibautodé; we passed «long this 
'street at a trot, between two hedges of neigh- 
bours, the mate part of ^em aocompaBied u^ 
with their benedietions, while the feaaales pre- 
served a sneeiing silence, througj^ whksMte 
low paaatoiy of envy and malevolence peè^d 
eut. 

Madame Burgundy remarked tiin as we 
proceeded ; and tracii^ effect» to their casses, 
fa»ng before we arrived at St» Germain' a-L^^u* 
âcerroiêi I Was thoreiigWy acquainted with &e 
scandaltms chronicle of all the families from 
Itie Rue de 4a Monnùàe to VArche-MaHûn. 

We aligfa^edet Ihe fOcond door of the ehurcb, 
where «lie clergjrman did not come to receive 
us : the vioir had ce^d le his curate this ple> 
beian maryage, for the celebration of whick 
one of tlie dide chapels was thought quite suf- 
ficient. I even think t^ Sacrietan placed a 
^double {lart on that daf . Nevertheless, as the 
service proceeded, we gained in consideration. 
Madame Burgundfr and M* Coquenard, the fa- 
ther, were piqued, and made such handsome 
offerings, that their importance quickly spread 
round the church, and our departur#ivas much 
more splendid, than oui» entrance. The door- 
keeper and beadle were. at their pouts, and 
\ve*e less surprised at the diink-moiiey given 
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theni, wbtio tiiey learnt that the hera of the 
festival was a wme-merchaitf . 

We traversed all Paris ta the Boulcvarts^ 
The Qoaegafs of oyr coachmen, aiul the nmy 
i;aietf of our conipanyy attracted all eyes upon 
ns: every one was anxious to see the bride, 
who cpm^ered with blushes^ was not less known 
bgr them than by her elegant hraminnew and 
l^ssy Me<^UB} and her bouquet df myrtle and 
oraigo flowers. Honoré on leaving the church» 
had set forwu'd with his father-in-law to super- 
iniead the preparations for dinner, and order 
some previous refreshments. We arrived at 
JLa CouriiUe. Monday is here a second Sun- 
4By ; «be weather was delightfuU and the as- 
seinblage oSwnateura very .considerable, it ia 
impossU>le, without having seen them» to form 
a» idea of the variety and originality of thes^ 
tea-^rdens. Above an Jtiundre<{ cçoks» con- 
fect^ctioersj Uc^or-purveybrs, and waiters» are 
hardly able to satisfy the myriads ^ artizans, 
ineclumics, and kkferbr citizens, who, free from 
all care, inquietude, and foreihougbti come re- 
gularly to get tipjkey at la CourtiUe> in spite of 
Uie ri&le of Plautus : 

Festo die si quid prodegerïs. 

Pro festo egereliceat^nisi pepçrceris:^ 

While ihe saloons and gardens of J^e^noyersf 
the Arc'€n»Cie{y the MouUn'JoU^ the Grande^ 

• If you dlsslf^ate yoar inoney on a feast-dar, when 
the day of work comes, you will be in poveriy9 or at 
kast have nothing to spare. 
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Pkn/^, and the MoarTtaàen^ resounded with 
drinking-songs, we were expected ^t L'Isle 
d'Amoury^where a room and table of 150 covers 
were prepared for us. Two tavern-keepers of 
Bercur and des Carrières, friends of Father Bur- 
gundjr, were charged to provide the wine ; Co- 
quenard furnished out of his own WAr«hause 
this contingent of eatables from Provence and 
Languedoc! Madelon, the aunt, the most &r 
mous pastry-cook of the Halle, spent tlie whole 
morning in the composition of ^ sea-pie, which 
she wished to be a lasting subject of praise ; 
Babet, the courin, a fruiteress at la P(ûiite*St^ 
Xustache, had provided the delsert, and the 
faiest fruits of the seasvn, which, served up to 
us in the. baskets than brought them to Paris, 
would have gained nothing in my eyes, had 
they been pyramidically arranged on porcelmn. 
The young bride, more modest than timid, 
had not that affec^d bashfulness which is oftea 
met with «n the great world oh similar occa- 
sions s she was happy and not ofraid of appeai^ 
ing so. I do not pretend to give any account^ 
of the conversation of a hundred and twenty- 
five guests of this descriptio.n, met together,as 
it seemed from the first moment, for the sole 
purpose of titlking, shouting, and laughing all 
together. This disposition was either mended 
or made^ worse, when all their heads became 
heated with wine-^to form an idea of the con*^ 

• The signs of several of these places of entertaîn- 
nient, which are so numerous in the envirqpS of Paris. 



fiisBon» it y^vAd he nece»aÂ'f to vklt cartsôn oS 
our'poiittcal assemblies. Aterthe Geremeny^ 
•f stealing and diviéing the bride* 9 gather^ seng-! 
smgiRg commenced. Wliea Rosseau said, that 
^ all^ttotdsmes that vMch made ihf mo^e no^a 
met» the academy of muée, it is mc^t likeif he 
kad never beard a chontS) or a érkiking^gleo 
jeiiied inby allthe compeny^atLa CourtiUe.;>«^A 
siiT&oftwent^7«fiKe pieces of he^ivf arulleryiKiuld 
be Ihe only aecompaniment capable of 4i*own* 
kig^eir VQice§.-»*-When aU the cdaplet» of the 
tea*gftidc» poets, and all the sengs most in 
tegne amon^the ballad singers were exhaust- 
ed, we resDited to less noisy anmsenienta. The 
brtdegmom had pronicd music, and during 
ceiieë the cymbals and Barbery organs perform* 
ed the overtures to Démophon, and <^ Jeune 
Hemi with in^fferent success; bm, by way of 
yettiliatitm, the new romances of The Kiss, and 
•f AurM*a, received universal applause. Some 
éidiibitbns followed this first part -of the con* 
cert ;' the clown and the learned rabbit appeared 
alternately on the stage, in the midst of the 
clapping of hands and bursts of laughter of the 
company; but the quadruped actor had one ad- 
TSUfitage over his rival in a well timed trick, the 
success* of which was infallible. Its master 
had ordered it to beat a drum before the most 
amoKous girl ir^ company ;-rthe little saltad 
eater passed very orderiy in front of all the 
young ladiesy«nâ oor arriving opposite the new 
bride, he began a revielly which lasted above 
a minute> tp t;he great confusion of poor Gene* 
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viève ,and the great «musemeiit of the kpecta- 
tor8.«-To this, the musical lottery succeeded : 
I could not discover what connexion subûsted 
between this pastime and a wedcUng, but on en- 
quiring of a musician how this gallantry had 
become customary at a marriage, he told mcj 
çhrewdly enough, that all games of chance 
were amone its attributes. After some Boor- 
ishes, two nolins, a darionet» aad a great drum 
were placed at one end of the ropm on a perma- 
nent orchestra, and the general ball began: Qua- 
drilles were formed, and their, dancing resem- 
bled their conrersadon : everv one wishing on 
this joyous occasiop to be jigging' togedier. 
The joyous confusion, continued to a, late hour, 
gave the new married couple anopporiumtyof 
escaping unmolested in their midnight retreat. 
I departed at the same time, but for an entirely- 
different reason. I quietly proceeded along the 
faubourg du Temple, through a crowd of drink- 
ers, who did not stand quite so firm on their 
legs as myself, and who, although they had not 
been at the wedding, wera not on. that accoujit 
the lei^s joviaL 
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